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OP TUNITIES 
• SPONSO~SHIP 

AlmL OFFERS m SPONSOR NEEDY SCIENCE SlUDENTS 
BY JOHN RICKS KAYIZZI 

U
ganda's digital transformation 
drive has received. a 
signiJicant boost following . 
a sh3.85.b commitment by 

Airtel Africa Foundation to sponsor 
high-achieving students fr.om 
low-income households pursuing 
higher education in Sci~nce, 
Technology •. Engineering and 
Mathematics ~STEM). 

The four-year tech fellowship 
programme, officially launched 
after a rigorous selection process 
concluded in January 2026, will 
provide a full-ride academic 
experience to 20 studep.ts annually. 
>i The comprehensive package 
covers tuition, accommodation, 
a laptop, monthly stipend, data 
plan and structured mentorship, 
ensuring beneficiaries can focus 
entirely on academic excellence 
and innovation. 

HUMAN CAPITAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
In an official statement, Airtel said 
the initiative reflects its long-term 
commitment to Uganda's human 
capital development and digital 
economy. 

"Through the Airtel Africa Tech 
- llellowship, we are investing in 

Uganda's most promising young 
mindS; equipping them with the 
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Airtel Africa Foun~on 
. Tech FellOWShip 

Alrtel managing director, Soumendra Sahu, (behind row-right), Hannlngton Karuhanga, board 
chairperson Alrtel (behind ' row-centre), Patrick Mbonye of Q-sourclng (behind row-left), with some of 
the. parents of the beneficiary students In Kampala 

skills and resources needed to lead 
Africa's digital transformation. This 
is a strategic investment in people, 
innovation and inclusive growth," 
the company noted. 

It further said the fellowship 
attracted more than 300 applicants, 
underscoring the huge demand for 
financial support in costly STEM 
courses. 

Following a meticulous vetting 

process by Q-Sourcing Servtec, 
20 students were selected 
and enroll,rd across Makerere 
University, Kyambogo University, 
ISBAT University, Uganda Christian 

. University and Mbarara University 
of Science and Technology. The 
students are pursuing courses in 
information technology, computer 
science, cybersecurity, software 
engineering and related fields. 

With an annual commitment 
of about sh195m for the 
Ugandan cohort, the programme 
eliminates the heavy financial and 
psychological burden associated 
with tuition arrears and upkeep. 

For students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, this support is 
transformative, opening doors that 
would otherwise remain shut. 

Beyond individual lives, the 

• CONTINENTAL STRATEGY 
Uganda is also a key pillar in 
Airtel Africa Foundation's wider 
continental strategy, which spans 
14 countries. 

Through similar programmes, 
the Foundation is building a 
network of "Airtel fellows" from 
Nigeria to Kenya, designed to 
form a pan-African community 
of tech leaders capable of 
steering the continent's digital 
transformation. 

initiative carries immense national 
economic significance. Uganda's 
telecom and ICT sectors are rapidly 
shifting from traditional voice and 
SMS services to a data-driven 
ecosystem. 

These are powered by artificial 
intelligence, cybersecurity and data 
science. However, the availability of 
skilled local talent remains a major 
constraint. 

According to the World,Bank, 
Uganda's ICT sector contributes 
about 9% to the national gross 
domestic product and is expanding 
at an annual rate of 14.8%. 

Meanwhile, GSMA research 
estimates that the sector's full 
potential - worth an additional 
sh14.6 trillion ($3.7b) by 2030 - is 
currently hindered by a skills gap. 

BY SIMON OKITELA 

APplications are 
now open for 

Applications open for Commonwealth master's scholarship 
. the 2026/2027 

Commonwealth Distance 
Learning Master's 
Scholarships. . 
'. The Commonwealth 
Distance Learning 
p~ogramme is one 
of the three master's 
programmes offered by the 
Commonwealth Scholarships 
Commission (CSC). 

The scholarships are part 
of the UK's commitment to 
sustainable development 
and global partnerships are 
designed for outstanding 
postgraduate applicants from 
least developed and middle­
income Commonwealth 
countries, including those 
affected by fragility and 
conflict. 
. The programme supports 
individuals who need 
to remain in their home 
country while studying, 
or who want access to 

specialised training that may 
not be ~vailable locally. 

Applicants should also 
demonstrate strong potential 
to contribute to national 
development through the 
knowledge, professional 
skills and leadership 
abilities gained during the 
programme. The scholarship 
can run for up to six years, 
depending on the structure 
of the selected course. 

It operates within 
the framework of the 
Commonwealth Scholarship 
and Fellowship plan and 
offers a vivid demonstration 
of the UK's enduring 
commitment to the 
Commonwealth. 

ELIGIBILITY 
To be considered for these 
scholarships, a candidate 
must: 
• Be a citizen of or have 
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BENEFITS OF MAURITIUS SCHOLARSHIP 
Benefits of the Mauritius Africa Scholarship include 
full tuition fee waiver at approved public universities 
in Mauritius, monthly living stipend to contribute 
toward accommodation, food and personal expenses, • 
return airfare of ooe economy-class ticket from 
the student's homecouotryto Mauritius at the 
beginning of stUdies and one return ticket after 
completion, vis~ support and assistance with 
university enrolment. 

Longer programs (like MPhil/PhU) also receive 
extended research and thesis submission support. 

been granted refugee qualification and sufficient 
status by an eligible relevant experience may be 
Commonwealth country, considered in certain cases. 
or be a British protected • Be unable to afford 
person. tQ study the programme 
• Be permanently without this scholarship. 
resident in a developing • Have provided all 
Commonwealth country. supporting documentation 
• By September 2026, in the required format. 
hold a first degree of at 
least upper second class BENEFITS 
(2:1) standard. A lower The scholarship covers 
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tuition fees and study grants 
where required. 

HOW TO APPLY: 
Studying begins in 
September/October 2026. 
Applications to the esc 
must be made using the 
CSC's online application 
system jlpplication system, 
CSC Central. 

Application Deadline is 
March 31, 2026. 

MAURITIUS 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
Relatedly, the education 
ministry has announced 
on its website scholarships 
offers to Ugandans by the 
Government of Mauritius . 

The Mauritius Africa 
Scholarship Scheme (MASS) 
is a fully funded programme 
offered by the Mauritius 
government to support 
students from African 
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Union member states and 
Commonwealth countries in 
Africa. 

The scholarship allows 
selected students to pursue 
diplomas, undergraduate 
degrees: master's and PhD 
programmes at public 
universities in Mauritius 
for the 2026 academic year. 
Candidates must apply 
through their home country's 
nominating agency. 

AGE CRITERIA 
For undergraduate 
programmes, applicants 
must be 18-26 years old by 
January 1,2027. 

For postgraduate (MPhil/ 
PhD), the upper age limit 
is usually 40 years (check 
the final guidelines when 
published). 

Find more details on 
https://tertioryetluCIlIioTI. 
govmu.orgltdindex.pltp/mass/ 
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