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IGG PROBES NDA IRREGULAR BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
or General of Government 

as launched inve~tigations 
Int eged irregular appointtnents of 
some National Drug Authority (NDA) 

-- -----bQard members. 
The investigations follow a whisiIe­

blower's complaint alleging that 
several members of the NDA were 
appointed irregularly and without 
adherence to due process. 

According to the - petition, Dr 
Medard Bitekyerezo and Dr 
Muhammad Mbabali were appointed 
on November 7, 2025 as chairperson 
and board member representing 
the Uganda Dental Association, 
respectively. 

The whistle-blower claims the 
appointtnents were made in 
anticipation of the expiry of their 
current contracts on February 20, 
2026. 

AUTHENTICITY OF THE COMPLAINT 
IGG spokesperson Ali Munira 
confirmed yesterday that the 
Inspectorate had received a complaint 
and commenced investigations into 
the matter. 

Munira also confirmed that the 
IGG received a complaint regarding 
the appointtnent of the new board. 
However, she said the office was 
lJill verifying the . authenticity of 
the letter, purportedly stopping the 
appointtnent. 

are now set to serve an additional 
three-year term ending in 2029. 

"The Act is silent on the number 
of terms a member may serve," the 
petition reads in part. 

Established under the NDA Act, 
the authority comprises 20 members. 
The whistle-blower argues that the 
board's size and composition are too 
large and diverse to effectively deliver 
on its mandate. 

rN~ BOARD 
'NAU6URA110N 
The inauguration of the new 
board had been scheduled 
for today at Four Points by 
Sheraton Hotel in Kololo, 
Kampala. The Chief Magistrate 
of the 'Uganda Wildlife Court, 
Gladys Kamasanyu, is expected 

(ONFLICT OF 'INTEREST CITEQ to preside over the swearing-in 
The complainant also raised concerns ceremony. 
over potential conflicts of interest Sources say divisions among 

IGG spokesperson 
Ali Munlra 

NDA chairperson within the board's membership. some board members,· with 
The whistle-blower notes that several reportedly considering Dr Medard Bltekyerezo 

Bitekyerezo also serves on the skipping the ceremony over 
"The complaint has been received. I unanswered. _ board of the National Medical Stores fears of possible arrest for 

can confirm that we have it. However, The whistle-blower has asked (NMS), while NMS general manager contempt of the IGG, which 
I can only confirm documents that the IGG to halt any further action Dr Moses Kamabare sits on the NDA exercises powers equivalent to 
are offiCially issued by our office. regarding the constitution of the ninth board, despite the NDA's supervisory those of the High Court in such 
The letter of complaint I saw does NDA board, pending completion of role over NMS in product quality matters. 
not have a signature and is not even investigations or further guidance assurance. The complainant states that 
written on headed paper. What is on from the Inspectorate. The petition further cites Section the issue requires urgent 
record is that the IGG has received a 5 of the NDA Act, which establishes intervention to prevent what is . 
complaint," Munira said. ALLEGATIONS an NDA commission consisting of described as the regularisation'" 

Munirn added that confirmation uOf~~Th~e~wnhi~'s~tl~e~-b:llow~er~a~ll~eg~e~s~th~a~t~th~e __ ~th~e~ch~m~'2rp~e~rs~0~n~a~n~drr£~0~u~r~m~em~b~e~~-=-~~f~ir~r=e~g~u~la~r~a~~o~in~t~m~e~n~~~~'~"~ __ 1 
whether the letter originated fro~ ap ointtnents bre 
the IGG-would-be made"afterfUrtner proce ures, - including nomination The commission exercises functions 
verification. . by respective professional bodies, similar to those of the full authority 

"I can only confirm the authenticity security vetting by Interpol, issuance and has powers to determine its 
of this letter tomorrow after cross- of a certificate of financial implication working procedures. 
checking. For now, I cannot verify by the finance ministry and ' approval According to the whistle-blower, this 
whether it is genuine," Munira said. by Cabinet: arrangement creates an alternative 

Meanwhile, efforts to get a comment The petition further states that power centre within the authority. 
from NDA spokesperson Abiaz Bitekyerezo and Mbabali have served It also blurs the separation of roles 
Rwamwiri were futile, as calls to on the NDA board since 2017, between the commission and the full 
his known phone . numbers went completing nine years of service and board as claimed by complaint. 

Under Article 230(I)(a) and (c) of 
the Constitution and Section 7(1) 
(a) and (c) of the Inspectorate of 
Government Act, the Inspectorate of 
Government is mandated to enforce 
adherence to the rule of law and 
principles of natural justice, as well 
as promote good governance and 
effiCiency in public administration. 

rity and forensic 
have urged Parliament 

t-track the Forensic and 
ientific Analytical Sernce Bill 

2025, arguing that the current 
law does not match the fast­
changing digital sector. 

Experts pus~ for new law on forensics data 
They said the law will 

strengthen the country's 
national security architecture 
and protect forensic data which 
is currently vulnerable. 

BET'NEEN THE lHS 
o Forensic database aims 
at pointing out the actual 
people who were at the 
scene of crime during the 
occurrence, Instead of the 
Police arresting 50 -people 
over the same crime. 

the country on issues around 
safeguarding data and the law. 

"All these are issues that 
must be addressed by the 
Bill, especially how evidence 
is produced, used and kept," 
Ssewungu said. 

Mubende District Woman ' 
Hope Nakazibwe appealed 
to the officials to update the 
committee on the progress 
of generation of the national 
database. 

"We cannot afford to operate 
a 21st-century justice system 
on 20th-century , legislative 
foundations," Marvin Blessed 
Kashaija, the director of the 
Cyber . Security and Eorensics 
Association of -,'Uganda 
(CSFAU), said., 

forensic data, modernising ANALYTICAL SERVICE BILL 
investigations through DNA "The Forensic and Scientific 

capacity, protect citizens' rights, 
and ensure scientific evidence 
is handled under clear legal 
standards. 

He indicated that when the 
Police collect exhibits from a 
crime scene, many suspects are 
arrested, which often delays 
prosecUtion cases. 

"Parliament agreed that you 
prioritise database generation 
with financing of shI78.6b. 
Have you been recelVlng 
money for the same and what 
have you done in that regard?" 
Nakazibwe said. 

Kashaija and other 
experts made the appeal 
while appearing before the 
Parliament's public accounts 
committee chaired by 
Mawogola South lawmaker 
Gorreth Namugga 

(Deoxyribonucleic acid), Analytical Service Bill 2025 
ballistics and toxicology is a critical shield. It ensures 
databases. that every piece of evidence 

The experts emphasised whether a DNA strand or a 
that the legislation goes digital footprint is collected, 
beyond laboratory testing to stored and utilised under 
safeguarding the integrity of a gold-standard regulatory 
forensic evidence. framework. My association is 

SAFEGUARDING FORENSICS They argue that it will improve committed to ensuring that 
Also, present was a team from investigative efficiency through as we build these databases, 
the Directorate of Government a centralised database, which they are fortified against cyber 
Analytical Laboratory (DGAL) would enable investigato~, threats, making Uganda a 
on Wednesday. especially the Police to identify continental leader in secure 

The Bill aims at establishing <\ctual suspects, instead forensic science," Kashaija said. 
a comprehensive legal of conducting- sweeping . The Bill also seeks to 
framework goveffiing~"~ arrests. , strengthen Uganda's forensic 

The DGAL officials were 
appearing before PAC on issues 
raised by the Auditor General 
for financial year 2024/2025. 

LEGAL USE 
The commissioner in charge 
of criminalistics and laborntory 
services, Tarsisius Byamugisha, 
emphasised that the Bill 
will support the legal use of 
forensic . data as evidence in 
investigations conducted at a 
national level. 

"With the database, instead of 
the Police arresting 50 people 
over the same crime, they can 
search the crime scene and give 
us the exhibits. We will test 
them and search through the 
database to point out the actual 
people who were at the scene. 
That is why we are pushing 
this Bill." Byamugisha told the 
committee. 

MPSCOMMENT 
Kalungu West legislator Joseph 
Ssewungu said the law should 
be streamlined so that it guides 

In response, the chief chemist 
of DGAL, Kepher Kuchana 
Kateu, said: "We carried out 
this study across the Ugandan • 
population from the east, west, 
south and central regions. We 
have generated the genetic 
profiles of our population 
which can be used in the future. 
Presently, we have been using .... 
databases generated by other 
people," Kateu said. 


