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Shs500m pledge kicks off Cancer Run 
Delivert. Speaker 
Among also revealed 
that President Yoweri 
Museveni had pledged 
Shs3 billion towards the 
-campaign.to support 
ongoing tre~tment. 
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U
ganda's fight against cancer has 

. received fresh political and corpo-
-- rate backing, with leaders w~-

ing that the disease remains one 
of the country's fastest-growing public 
health and economic challenges. 

The 2026 Cancer Run, organised by 
__ :Rotary District 9213, will be held on Au-

, gust 30,2026, with Anita Among, the 
Speaker ofParliam~t, calling on Ugan­
dans to treat the campaign as both a 
humanitarian and national responsi­
bility. 

The campaign was launched in Kam­
pala with Centenary Bank pledging 
Shs500 million towards cancer treat­
ment infrastructure and ctWareness 
programs at St.Francis Hospital Nsam­
bya. Among warnea that cancer con-

Time to check-in. Centenary Bank Executive Director Joseph Balikuddembe (2nd L) with Speaker of Parliament Anita 
Among and other Rotary officials during the launch of the 2026 Rotary. Cancer Run. PHOTO/GEORGE KATONGOLE 

tinues to exert pressure on Uganda's 
health system, citing rising new cases 
and high mortality rates linked to late 
diagnosis and expensive treatment. 
"Cancer remains a significant and rap­
idly rising public health burden. It caus­
es about 34 to 36 new cases and be­
tween 23,000 and 25,000 deaths annu­
ally," she said. 

She added that treatment costs con­
tinue to push many families into finan­
cial hardship."A patient may spend be­
tween Shs300,000 and Shs800,OOO per 
hospital visit. For village families, that 
can take about 40 per cent of household 
income, leaving little for food, educa-

, 
THIS IS HOW IT STARTED 

The Rotary Cancer Runis an annual, m¥>rfundraising event organized 
by Rotary Uganda District 9213/9214 since 2016 to fight cancer. It . 
raises funds to construct and equip cancer centers, specificallyfor buil­
ding bunkers and purchasing linear accelerator machines at Nsambya 
Hospital, Kampala, to improve cancer diagnosis and treatment. Last 
year, thousands ofUg~s and friends of Rotary from across the 
world gathered at the Independence Grounds in Kololo for the 2025 
Rotary Cancer Run. What began as a vision more than a deCade ago has 
grown into one of the largest gatherings ofits kind in Rotary Internatio­
flal. This year's event was nothing short of historic. Upto 60,000 run­
ners took part and the number is expected to rise.even further. 

tion and other needs," Among said. 
She noted that survival rates remain 

low, saying three out of every five can­
cer patients in Uganda do not survive, 
largely because of late diagnosis and 
limited access to specialized treatment. 

Running to restore hope - -
The 2026 Cancer Run is themed "Let's 

Runl0 Restore Hope,"which organis­
ers said reflects the need for emotion­
al, social and medical support for can­
cer patients. Among said cancer ftUld­
raising initiatives should be viewed as 
humanitarian efforts rather-than occa­
sional charity events."When We hold of­
fices that allow us to support humani­
ty, we must give back to cQrnmunities 
through corporate social responsibility 
and public service,"she said. 

Support 
Among also revealed that President 

Yoweri Museveni had pledged Shs3 bil­
lion towards the campaign to support 
ongoing cancer treatment infrastruc­
ture projects. 

"President Museveni has contributed 
to help us complete the treatment in­
frastructure projects. This is not the last 
contnbution; we will continue support­
ingthis noblecause,"she said. 

She also praised Parliament's 
long-standing partnership with the 
Cancer Run, noting that the legislature 
has previously contributed about Shs4 
billion towards cancer-related health 
projects. Centenary Bank has support­
ed the Cancer Run for 15 years, contrib­
uting more than Shs3 billion to health 
and cornmunityprograms. 

The bank said it continues to allocate 
2 per cent of its annual profits to com­
munity development projects covering 
health,education,financialliteracy and 
environmental conservation. 

Officials said the partnership helped 
finance construction of cancer treat­
ment facilities at Nsambya Hospital, in­
cluding chemotherilpy, surgery, pallia­
tive care and radiotherapy. 
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BY A-NASSER SSEMUGABI 

Uec.QMIN..G Vo...U11i OLYMPIC 
QUALIFIERS 

Marcb23-31: 10th World Junior 

Championships. Tianiin, China 

June 5-7: 17th Spring Dragon 

Wushu International Tournament, 

Catanzaro, Italy 

KAMPALA. Eddie Gombya, presi­
dent Uganda V\Ushu Federation,has ap­
pealed to the Chinese Embassy in Ugan-

~ da to help the teenage athletes achieve 
their dream of qualifying for the 2026 
Youth Olympic Games in Dakar, Sene­
gal. 

Coach Robert Kizito was impressed by 
the performances of Nahia Nayiga, 14 
and Haitham Lubega, 15 at the IWUF 
African Youth Wushu Training Camp 
in Ismailia, Egypt in mid-February be­
fore they competed at African Champi: 
onship in the same arena, bJ,It the teen~ 

.- -"age duo will need more tournaments 
to qualify for the Dakar Youth Games, 
which will bewushu Olympic debut. 

Those tournaments include the 10th 
World Junior Wushu Championships ' 
(WJWC) due March 23-31, in Ti~in, 
China, at the Ti~in Olympic Center 
Gymnasium and the 17th Spring Drag­
on WushuInternational Tournament,a 

Gombya appeals to Chinese Embassy for help 

In Need. Nayiga, federation president Gombya, athlete Lubega and coach Kizito showing a plaque and certificates from 
the IWUF African Youth Training Camp. PHOTO/ABDUL-NASSER SSEMUGABI 
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major European event, in Catanzaro, It­
aly,fromJune5-7. 

"That is why we badly need some help 
from our development partners like 
the Chinese EI$assy. 
If they can sponsor these athletes to 

the event in China or the one in Italy, we 
will be very grateful and we know they 
will stand a high chance to qualify for 
Dakm;"Gombya told Daily Monitordur­
ing the team's official welcome at the 
federation's office on Kampala-Road. 

"These kids and their coach repre­
sented Uganda verywellinEgypt,sowe 
need to facilitate their Olympic ambi­
tions. 

But as a federation we are constrained 
by resources. We thlink the National 
Council of Sports for the support, but it • 
is still fur from ideal. 

We spend on these athletes right from 
proper training, weaJ; visa fees,etc. 

For Egypt, the international body gave 
us the thrE:e tickets. But we cannot ex­
pect the same from them always. And·· ~ 
these athletes need some allowances 
and upkeep, which we cannot provide.~ 
Despite the challenges, Gombya ex­

pressed his commitment to following 
the NCS guidance on complying with 
the National Sports Act, 2023, whi~re­
quires an amateur sport like wushu to, 
among others, be present in at least 50 
percent of the districts-which is 73 dis­
tricts. 
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