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National News 

Court disIDisses. petition 
against NRM-DP alliance 
The five-judge panel 
ruled that the petition 
was about party proce­
dures, not constitution- ' 
al interpretation. 

.BY JULIET KIGONG'<;> " 

T
he Constitutional Court has 
dismissed a petition in which six 
legislators from the Democratic 
Party (DP) sought to nullify a 

2622 cooperation agreement between 
their party and the ruling National 
Resistance Movement (NRM). 

In.a unanimous judgment delivered 
in Kampala yesterday, a panel of five 
justices held that the petition did 
not raise constitutional questions 
requiring interpretation by the court 
and declined to grant the declarations 
and orders sought by the petitioners. 

The panel comprised justices Dr Asa 
Mugen\iHellen Obura,Musa Ssekaalla, 
Moses Kawumi Kazibwe, and Margaret 
Tibulya . 

The petition was filed by Richard 
LumuKizitoandfiveotherDPMembers 
of Parliament, who challenged the 
legality and constitutionality of the 
cooperation agreement signed in July 
2()22 between DP President General 
Norbert Mao and President Museveni. 

Court records show that the 
petitioners had argued that they 
were elected on the DP ticket and 
are members of the party's National 
Executive Committee, which they 
described as the top decision-making 
organ of the party. 

They contended that the agreement 
was signed . without proper 
authorisation and consultation 
within party structures and that it 
undermined constitutional principles 
of democratic governance. 

The respondents in the matter were 
Norbert Mao, DP Secretary General 
Gerald Siranda, the Democratic Party, 
and the Attorney General. 
In its judgment, the court framed 

the central issue as whether the 
cooperation agreement and the 
manner in which it was executed 
contravened provisions of the 

/ 
Mr Norbert Mao (L) and President Museveni after the DP leader swearing in as minister of Justice at State House on 
July 27, 2022. PHOTO/ PPU 

Constitution. The justices examined 
the pleadings and affidavits filed 
by both sides before determining 
whether the petition raised substantive 
constitutional questions. 

The court held that it is mandated un­
der Article 137 of the Constitution to in­
terpret the Constitution where a ques­
tion arises as to its meaning or applica­
tion. However, it emphasised that not 
every grievance or dispute qualifies as 
a constitutional question. 
In dismissing the petition, the justic­

es found no constitutional provision 
that was breached by the mere act of a 
political party entering into a coopera­
tion arrangement with another politi­
calactOI: 

The court stated that the issues pre­
sented revolved around whether Mao 
!lad authority under the party consti­
tution to enter into the cooperation 
agreement and whether proper con­
sultation had been undertaken within 
party organs. 

In thejudgment, the panel stated that 
political cooperation agreements are 

DGEI1ENT 

The justices concluded that the 
petitioners had not sufficient-
ly established that the impugned 
agreement violated any express 

. provision of the Constitution. 
The p¥,el further noted that 
where-disputes retate to com­
pliance with a political party's 
constitution or internal rules, 
other legal avenues may be avai-
lable. -

part of the political process and do not 
automatically amount to constitution­
al violations. Therefore, such matters 
did not,in themselves, amount to viola­
tions of the national Constitution. 

"The petition does not raise any sub­
stantive constitutional questions for in­
terpretation by this court,"thejustices 
held. 

The court therefore declined to grant 
the declarations sought, incluctirlg a 

declaration that the agreement was 
null and void and an order perma­
nently restraining party organs from 
ratifying or implementing it. 

The court observed that remedies 
such as judicial review before the 
High Court may be appropriate in cir­
cumstances where procedural impro­
priety or illegality is alleged in the ex­
ercise of administrative or organisa­
tional powers. 

On the substance of the cooperation 
agreement, the justices considered 
the arguments advanced by the pe­
titioners that the agreement bound 
DP to support the NRMgovernmenfs 
legislative agenda, including votes 
on confidence and supply, and that 
it compromised democratic govern­
ance principles. 
In its final orders, the court stat­

ed that the petition was dismissed 
for failure to raise constitutional is­
sues warranting interpretation un­
der Article 137. The decision effective­
ly leaves the 2022 cooperation agree­
ment between DP and NRM intact. 
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Lent is time 
to reflect on 
the scripture 

DEuring Lent, we commemo­
te the forty days that Je-

sus spent in. the desert fast­
ing. When this time had ended, He 
was tempted by the devil. Let us re­
flect on the first temptation. The 
devil urges Him to turn stones into 
loaves of bread and eat. Clearly, Je­
sus was very hungry. Yet He replies, 
"Man shall not live by bread alone, 

· but by every word that comes from 
the mouth of God." 

What can we learn from this temp­
tation? The temptations of Jesus are 
not merely events of the past; they 
are lessons for us. Jesus is not saying 

· that we should not eat, or that eat­
ing is evil Certainly not In fact, after 
the devil left Him, the angels came 
and ministered to Him. Ratha;Jesus 
teaches us that we must nourish not 
only our bodies but also our souls. 
It is not enough to care for physical 
needs; we must also feed our minds 
and hearts with the Word of God. 

Therefore, we should take time to 
meditate on Sacred Scripture and 
allow its message to penetrate our 
hearts and shape our lives. Scrip­
ture was written for us. It is not sim­
ply a collection of stories or historical 
events belonging to the distant past. ~ 
Every passage contains a message 
addressed to us today. F:or That rea-

. son, we must approach it prayerfully 
and thoughtfully. 

· During this season of Lent especial­
ly,I encourage you to dedicate some 
time each day- even if it is only 
five minl.,ltes-to meilitate on Scrip­
ture. You might begin with a si,mple 
prayer: "Lord Jesus, help me to un­
derstand what You are saying to me 
through these words." 

-Marla Jacinta Kannyange 
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BY TONNY ABET 
& SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

KAMPALA. The Inspectorate ofGov­
ernment (IGG) has halted the inaugu­
ration of the new National Drug Au­
thority (NDA) Board following allega­
tions ofirreguIarities in the appoint- . 
ment process and claims of undue in­
terference by the Board in the institu­
tion's daily management. 

In a March 2 letter to the NDA Sec­
retary, with a copy to the Minister of 
Health, Ms Anne Twinomugisha Mu­
hairwe, the Deputy IGG, directed that 
plans to legitimise the new Board 
through the sweating-in c-eremony 
should be halted. 

"The Inspectorate of Goveinment re­
ceived complaints concerning the ir­
regular appointment of Dr Medard 

Why IGG halted inauguration ofthe new NDA Board 
Bitekyerezo and Dr Muhammad Mba­
bali to the 9th National Drug Authori­
ty Board in breach of established pro­
cesses and procedures,"the letter reads. 

Ms Twinomugisha said in the let­
ter that they informed the Minister of 
Health about the issue through a letter 
dated February 26,2026. 

"However, we have received informa­
tion that you are scheduled to proceed 
with the swearing-in ceremony for the 
duo today (Monday), in spite of our di­
rective. Your actions will amount to dis­
obedience of lawful orders of the In­
spectorate of Government contrary 
to Section 34 (c) of the Inspectorate of 
GovernmentAct,cap 32,which is an of-

fence,"the Deputy IGG wrote. 
"The purpose of this communica­

tion, therefore, is to DIRECT you to halt 
any further action regarding the ap­
pointment of Dr Medard Bitekyerezo 
and Dr Muhammad Mbabali to the 9th 
National Drug Authority Board pend­
ing conclusion of the investigations or 
further orders from this office,"she or­
dered . . 

Board meeting on Monday? 
Yesterday, the NDA held' a meeting at 

Four points by Sheraton in Kampala, 
a place which government sources in­
dicated to be the fuauguration venue. 
However, we couldn't independently 

establish whether it was an inaugura- . 
tiori ceremony or not, as it wasn't open 
to the media. 

When our reporters arrived at the ho­
tel, they were denied entry. However, 
the digital room displays indicated a 
National Drug Authority (NDA) meet­
ing was underway, and our team dis­
covered Dr Medard Bitekyerezo and 
other officials were inside. 

Dr Bitekyerezo expressed surprise 
at the media's. presence, clarifying 
that it was a standard board meeting 
to which reporters were not invited. 
At that, the reporters were then sent 
away by hotel workers and the securi­
ty guanl before gaining access. ~ 

Ali Munira, the IGG spokesperson, 
told Daily Monitor yesterday that there 
was no swearing-in. "Maybe they are 
meeting to discuss how to proceed, but 
the directive is, rio swearing-in," she 
said. 
Mr Abiaz Rwamwiri, the NDA spokes­

person, also re-echoed her remarks, 
saying NDA would cooperate with IGG. 
He dismissed claims that there was 
a swearing-in of the new board in a 
closed-door meeting in a Kampala ho­
tel 

"I don't deal with gossips, if anyone 
has pictures of any inauguration, let 
them share thern,"he told Daily Mon-
ito.c: 4 ... 
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