
--------~----------------~----------------.-=--------~--------~-=----------~~----~--=-----~~-----=~------===--=~-----=~==---------~~~ 

. t . 

29 DAILY MONITOR I TUESDAY, MARCH 3,2026 

Regional News 

I Concern as 12-hour queues 
, choke trade at Busia border 

Drivers say the per­
sistent gridlock is 
increasing transport 
costs, disrupting deliv­
ery schedules. 

BY DAVID AWORI 

T
ruck drivers piYii1gthe Busia bor­
der have decried prolonged de­
lays caused by heavy congestion, 
saying the situation is crippling 

international trade and frustrating 
Uganda's export business. 

Drivers say the persistent gridlock is 
increasing transport costs, disrupting 
delivery schedules and frustrating im­
porters and exporters who depend on 
the route. 
Mr Lamek Musete, a truck driver 

transporting tiles from Kapeeka 
Industrial Park in Nakaseke District to 
Nairobi, Kenya, said he had spent more 
than 24 hours waiting to cross into 
Kenya · 

Mr Musete,aKenyan natiohal,said the 
time spentin the queue was enough to 
have delivered the goods to Nairobi. 

"The importers have been j:alling 
since yesterday, accusing me of delaying 
delivery because by now I should have 
already delivered the goods,"he said. 
• He added that prolonged delays are 
eating into drivers'mileage allowances. 

"Each day we are stuck in the j am, my 
personal costs increase because I have 
to buy food, water and pay for bathing," 
Musete said. 

Mr James Peter Omaikol, \¥ho 
transports clinker from Kisumu to 
Tororo Cement, said the congestion is 
affecting the number of trips drivers 
can make. 

"In a week I am supposed to make 
three trips to Kenya and back to Tororo, 
but because of the long hours spent 
in the jam, I manage only two," Mr 
Omaikol said. 

He added that while it normally takes 
five to seven ~ours to reach the loading 

Trucks form long queues through Busia Town last week. PH6TO/DAVID AWORI 

centre past Kisumufrom the border,he 
had already spent more than 12 hours 
waiting to cross. 

Delays have been attnbuted to ageing 
scanners used by the Kenya Revenue 
Authority (KRA), narrow roads and al­
leged corruption among some border 
officials. 

No progress 
Mr Godfrey Oundo Ongwabe, the Na­

tional Cross-Border Trade chairperson, 
said despite several interventions by 
authorities in Kenya and Uganda, de­
lays pefsist. 

"Under 1jle One Stop Border Post ar­
rangement, a truck is supposed to take 
at least 15 minutes, but now it takes 12 
to 24 hours,"MrOngwabe said. 

He warned that the delays risk spoil­
ing perishable exports such as pine­
apples and pawpaws. He blamed fre-

BACKGROUND 

Busia border, like Malaba, 
lies along the Northern 
Corridor linking the landlocked 
Great Lakes countries - DR 
Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, South 
Sudan and Uganda - to the port 
of Mombasa 

Handling between 500 and 
750 trucks daily, it is a key route 
for fuel imports and Ugandan 
exports. 

The border also records 
the second -highest number of 
international travellers after 
Entebbe airport, with at least 12 
interstate buses operating daily 
to Kampala, Juba, Kigali and DR 
Congo .. 

quent breakdowns of old scanners and 
narrow export lanes for worsening con­
gestion. 

Some drivers allege corruption,claim­
ing tanker drivers pay Shs30,OOO to skip 
queues, leaving others stranded for 
hours. They also report theft: and rising 
insecurity along the congested stretch. 

Local traders and boda boda rid­
ers say the jam has hurt business and 
caused accidents, with trucks blocking 
access to shops and roads. 

Mr-Johnson Wafuba, deputy town 
clerk of Busia Municipal Council, said 
the Ministry of Works is undertaking 
a project to widen the road into a dual 
carriageway and separate traffic flows. 
He added that the municipality plans 
alternative routes through Dabani and 
Busitema, while proposed entry points 
at Mulwadda and Buteba could ease 
congestion ifimplemented. 
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Parents reject head teacher over past record 
BY SEGUJJA BYOP(lUGABI 
& ALEX ASH ABA 

KAGADI. Parents and members of the 
School Management Committee (SMC) 
at Nyamiti Primary School in Muhoro 
Town Council,Kahyooro Ward,Buyaga 
West Constituency, Kagadi District have 
rejected the appointment ofMs Night 
Karali as the school's new head teacher. 

Ms Karali was expected to report to 
the school on Wednesday, February 25, 
but her arrival was met with resistance 
from parents and school leaders. 
Members of the Parents and Teachers 
Association (PTA) and the SMC resolved 
not to receive her, citing concerns over 
her past record. , 

Before her new appointment, Ms 
Karali had reportedly been dismissed 
from Mpamba Primary School 
following allegations of incompetence 
raised by parents. 

She previously served as head teacher 

at Rusuga, Pacwa, Kyakadehe and 
Mpamba primary schools, all within 
the district. Some parents claim they 
are familiarwith her track record and 
fear her leadership could reverse gains 
made at Nyamiti in recent years. 

Her appointment followed the 
transfer of the former head teacher, 
Mr Charles Tumusiime, to Butumba 
Primary School ahead of the start of the 
first·term. 

Mr Julius Alinda Mpigiza, the District 
Inspector of SchoolS, said the education 
was investigating the matter. 

"As the education department, we 
have not yet established justified 
reasons as to why the parents do not 
want Ms Karali as the new head teacheI: 
However, the Education Act permits 
parents to raise concerns where they 
are dissatisfied,"Mr Alinda said. 

Mr Peter Kyaligonza, a PTA member, 
said parents are unwilling to won with 
her due to what they describe as a poor 

performance record in schools where 
she previously served. 

"She has been head teacher of several 
schools within the district, and we 
are aware of her petformance. We do 
not want someone who may take our 
school backwards. Mr Tumusiime 
woned hard to improve the school, and 
we have seen progress,"Mr Kyaligonza 
said. Parents have instead thrown their 
supp.0rt behind Ms Imelda Tuhaise, 
who is currently serving as acting 
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According to the district 
inspector of schools, Nyamiti 
Primary School was established 
in the 1990s, and this is the 
first time such an incident has 
oCcurred at the school. 

head teacher. They argue that she 
understands the school's needs and 
challenges. 

Mr Samuel Baker, the leader of 
Nyarniti Church of Uganda, the 
schaol's founding body, said the 
par~nts should not be allowed to 
decline under what he termed poor 
lea:dership. 

The District Education Officer, Ms 
Beatrice Mbabazi, described the 
situation as challenging."Parents 
should have exercised patience and 
monitored her performance. As a 
district, we face a shortage of about 
600 teachers and lack Grade Three 
teachers. However, I will receive my 
teacher and seek a way forward;" she 
said. 

The school remains under the 
leadership ofMs Tuhaise in an acting 
capacity. 
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Bushenyi mine 
tragedy: Family 
mourns sole 
breadwinner 
BY HILLARY TWINAMATSIKO 

BUSHENYI. The family of a 16-year­
old boy who died in a gold mine 
collapse in Bushenyi Djstrict has 
told mourners that he was the sole 
breadwinner and pillar of hope for his 
siblings, -
- Stuart Akanyamba died on February 
24 in Kayanga Village, Kyamuhunga >. 

Sub-county, when a gold mine caved 
in on five people. His death has left. his 
family devastated and uncertain about 
the future. 

Ms Evalyne Kyomugisha, 43, a 
resident of Kabingo Village, Kabazi 
Parish in KyamuhuIiga Sub-county and 
mother of the deceased,'said her son 
had stepped up after the death of his 
father and worked tirelessly to support 
the family. 

"When my husband died, my son 
started working hard to make ends 
meet. He filled the void left: by his father _­
and took on anymanualjob to help me 
raise his siblings,"Ms Kyomugisha said. 

She described Akanyamba as 
hardworking and determined, saying 
he embraced mining as a way of lifting 
the family out of poverty. 

"I taught my children to work 
hard and he loved it. He wouJd not 
turn down any job that came his way. 
Through mining gold, he had started 
developing himself and the family,"she 
said. . 

Despite his young age, Akanyamba 
was not oIMY working for survival but 
also planning for the future. According 
to his mother, he had saved Shs700,OOO ,-::­
and hoped to accumulate Shs2 million 
to pay tuition for his sister to join . 
nursing school and to enrol in a.o/iving 
course. 

"He wanted to become a driver · 
in future, but now all his plans have 
perished,"she said amid tears. 

Shallon Nimwesiga, 17, his sister, said 
Akanyamba had taken on the role of a 
father figure in the home. 

"He' wasn't just our brother but a 
father we relied on for everything. He 
carried the weight of this family on his 
shoulders without a single complaint," 
she said. 

Bleak future 
She added that although she is older 

thanhim,Akanyambahad promised to -...::­
contribute towards her nursing studies 
after she <:ompleted O-Level. 

"It seems my dream of joining 
nursing school is coming to an end,"she 
said. . 

Ivan Muhwezi, 14, another sibling, 
said AkaIiyamba sacrificed his own 
education to ensure that his brothers 
and sisters stayed in school. 

"He was our protector, provider and 
hero who contributed to our school __ 
fees with his own sweat and always put 
our dreams ahead ofhis oWn,"he said. 

The family's griefhas been worsened 
by the theft of the Shs700,000 
Akanyamba had saved.Ms Kyomugisha 
said the money was stolen during the 
funeral by individuals who had come 
to offer condolences. 

Now without a source of income and 
stripped of the savings, the family says 
it is struggling to cope. 


