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Unresolved land disputes 
delay Equator site uplift 
Unresolved wrangles 
have denied Uganda 
and Kayabwe oommu­
nity a chance to earn 
better revenue from 

. the· tourism site. 

BY SADAT MBOGO-

P
ersistent land ownership chal­
lenges continue to block ambi­
tious plans to revamp the Equa­
tor Monument at Kayabwe, Mpi­

gi District. 
These unresolved wrangles have 

denied Uganda a chance to transform 
one of its most visited equator 

. monuments into a world-class tourism 
attraction. 

The site which sits on private Mailo 
land on the Kampala-Masaka highway, 
draws dozens of foreign and local 
tourists daily. 

Many pause to take photos while 
standing' in the imaginary line' 
dividing. the northern and southern 
hemispheres. Others watch Coriolis 
Effect demonstrations with draining 
water, balance eggs on nails, and shop 
for crafts at informal wooden stalls. 

Yet despite its status as a national 
sYJ]lbol, dating back to colonial-era 
markers in the 19508, the area remains 
underdeveloped with poor drainage 
and garbage collection, limited security, 
and basic facilities that fail to retain 
visitors for longer stays or encourage 
higher spendID,g. 

Mr Hassan Ssebunya, the chairpersdil 
of the Equator Workers' Association 
representing about 100 vendors, 
lamented the site's current state. 

"The Equator has great potential, but 
poor infrastructure and appearance 
limit tourist numbers to around 50 
foreigners daily," Mr Ssebunya said. 

He added: "With proper development 
like five star hotels, cultural parks 
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Tourists at the Kayabwe Equator Monument on last month. D9Spite its status as a national symbol, the area remains 
under.developed with poor drainage garbage collection, limited security, among others. PHOTO/SADAT MBOGO 

representing Uganda's cultures, 
supermarkets, forex bureaus, and 
better amenities, we could attract 250 
or more visitors daily and keep them 
longer instead of quick photos and craft 
purchases. " 

Land disputes 
Pioneers from the 1990S, including 

the late Twahab Mukasa,Fred Bagonza, 
one Kakooza,Rose Nambi,and Dorothy 
Birungi, kick-started the site's vibrancy 
with craft shops, simple restaurants, 
and demonstrations. 

Private efforts like the construction of 
the Wavah complex by businessman, 
Gordon Wavamunno have added 
modern touches to the site but broader 
coorcliIlated development remains 
stalled. 

Stakeholders point to private Mailo 
land as the primary obstacle for the 
development of the Equator site at 
Kayabwe. The core pieces of land 
belong to; Ms Mariam Mukasa, Julie 
Solberg, and Mr Wavamunno. 

According to Mr Ssebunya, the Minis­
try ofTourisin, Wildlife and Antiquities 
officials engaged the land owners last 
year to explore a redevelopment pro­
gramme, where the government pur­
chased the land. 

"While the landlords showed will­
ingness to sell off the land with agree­
able terms, unresolved disputes have 
delayed acquisition and subsequently 
any major investment,"he said. 

Some positive signals such as squat­
ters,particularly along the Equator line, 
relocating have given vendors hope of 

EQUATOR MONUMENT 

Kayabwe Equator Monument 
located on the KampaJa-Masaka 
Highway, is perhaps the most fa- . 
mous equator crossing in Ugan­
da. It has long been a favorite 
stop for tourists who want to 
take photos and buy souvenirs 
from local vendors. Kayabwe 
Point has some attractions and 
facilities for visitors. 

owners' intent to transfer land to the 
government. However, no final deals 
have materialised, leaving the site in 
limbo. 

When contacted on Friday,Ms Mukasa 

• did not comment on the issue, insisting 
• that she was busy. 
• "I am busy now, I will call you when I 
• am free,"she said before hanging up on 
• the phone. However, she had not called 
• back by press time. 
• Mpigi District Commercial Officer, Mr 
• Ronald KaZlbwe expressed cautious op-
• timism, noting past discussions on po-
• tentialland buys in upcoming financial 
• years, possibly tied to wider tourism en-
• hancements in the district including 
• sites like Kib.uuka Omumbaale. 
• "Our hopes to get land are pegged to 

. • the next financial year as discussions 
• over the matter are ongoing with the 
• ministry, district, landlords, and other 
• stakeholders,"he said. 
• Mr Michael Lutalo, the principal town­
• ship officer for Kayabwe Town Council, 
• ' emphasised jurisdictional limits. 
• "The Equator is a national symbol un-
• d~ the Ministry of Tourism. The land isJ-o-. 
• private Mailo, not public, so our coun-
• cil's mandate for intervention is re-
• stricted," he said 

• Altemative activities 
• He noted that local authorities focus 
• on events like Equinox Day sensitisa-
• tion to promote awareness, but com-
• prehensive upgrades require high-
• er-Ievel resolution. 
• Mr Hannington Kalungi, a tour guide 
• at the Equator, said: "We want a good 
• face for the place with nice hotels, busi-
• nesses, and proper facilities. The cur-
• rent appearance attracts far fewer tour-
• ists than this key landmm deserves," 
• Additionally, dedicated tourism po-
• lice was withdrawn from the site. Today, 
• they rely on informal arrangements. 
• That comprises of men with spears and 
• two reserve force personnel funded by-
• vendors' Shs15,oOO monthly contribu-
• tions per shop, and this was. 
• However, vendors worry about fu-
• ture affordability ifredevelopment pro-
• ceeds,fearing high rents could displace 
• small businesses. 
• Ms Hellen Nakate, a vendor said, "De-
• spite their discussions, they should al-
• lowustoworkfromthesitewithourlit-
• tie money for rent beca1.lSe we are peas-
• ants." 
• Until land disputes are resolved 
• through purchase, negotiation, or oth-
• er mechanisms, the Kayabwe Equator 
• site remains a missed economic oppor-
• tunity for job creation, increased visitor 
• dwell time, and stronger local revenue 
• in Mpigi District. 
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BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

WAKISO. The Katikkiro (premier) of 
Buganda, Mr Charles Peter Mayiga, has 
urged students and leaders of King's 
College Budo to preserve the schooPs 
rich heritage and uphold excellence. 
This was during the commissioning of 
the Sekabaka Daudi Chwa IT Academ­
icBlock 

"I am happy to return to King's Col­
lege Budo.1 was here in August 2024 for 
the opening of Australia House, where 
I appealed to the leadership to consid­
er constructing a building in remem­
brance ofSekabaka Daudi Chwa IT.! am 
deeply honoured that they acted upon 
my call,"he said. 

Mr Mayiga said commissioning the fa­
cility shows that the college values its 
legacy,descnbing 1egacy as the mark in­
dividuals and institutions leave behirid 
for future generations. 

He emphasised Buganda Kingdom's 
long-standing.commitment to educa­
tion, noting.that the kingdom has his­
torically provided land for the estab­
lishment of several prestigious sc.hools 
and institutions. That includes second- . 

Mayiga urges Budo students to guard legacy 
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Buganda Kat-ikkiro, Charles Peter Mayiga ~3rd left) joined by the Archbishop 
of Church of Uganda, Stephen Kaziimba Mugalu (2nd right), Mr John Fred 
Kazibwe, the Kings College Buddo head teacher, clergy members and Mengo 
officials cut cake during th~ommissioning of the Chwa classroom block at 
Buddo. PHOTO/MICHAEL KAKUMIRIZI . . 

ary schools, nursing training centres, 
tertiary institutions and a chartered 
university. 

"Education remains one of the most 
important investments any society qm 
make for its future,"he said,commend­
ing the schooPs improving infrastruc­
ture and learning environment, which 
he said playa critical role in shaping 
students' aspirations and mindset. 

The head teacher ofKing's College Bu· 
do,Mr John Fred Kazibwe,said theinsti­
tution has focused on achieving finan­
cial sustain ability while maintaining 
strong academic performance. . 

"There is nothing as fulfilling as see­
ingyoung people growinto responsible 
citizens,"he said. 

Mr Kazibwe explained that since as­
suining leadership, the school adminis­
tration has -expanded facilities and in­
creased student enrolment, from 1,780 
to 2,600 to strengthen its financial base. 
That has enabled it to finance develop­
ment projects internally. 

Among recent developments are new 
dormitories, expanded classroom fa­
cilities and improved sanitation infra­
structure, which he said have enhanced 
student welfare without compromising 
acadeinic standards . . 

Mr Kaziowe attributed the progress 
to collaboration among stakeholders, =- -
including government, the Buganda 
Kingdom, the Church, the Board ofGov­
ernors, the Parents Teachers Associa-
tion, and both teaching and non-teach­
ingstaff. 

The Archbishop of the Church of 
Uganda, Rev Stephen Samuel Kazimba 
Mugalu, emphasised gratitude and uni-
ty as essential pillars in building last-
ing legacy. Drawing from the New Testa­
ment,Archbishop Kazimba urged stu· ~ 
dents and staff to remember and ap­
preciate those who support them,rath-
er than those who hurt them, as is the 
norm among many. 

The newly commissioned multi-bil­
lion shilling Sekabaka Daudi building 
houses 38 e-learning classrooms aimed 
at enhancing digital learning and ex­
panding academic opportunities. at the 
historic institution. 
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