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Bathing does 
not invalidate 
fasting 

~
y Muslims who are 

, fasting fear to bathe 
urjng-the day, even 

when necessary. 'However, it is 
permissible to shower for any 
valid reason, including relief 
from thirst or excessive heat. 
According to Islamic teachings, 
one of the companions of 
Prophet Muhammad (Peace 
Be Upon Him) narrated: "1 saw 
the Messenger of Allah pouring 
water over his head when he 
was fasting, becauSe of thirst or 
heae, 

This shows that bathing while 
fasting does not invalidate the 
fast.However;ifthere is no press­
ing need to bathe,it is preferable 
to postpone it until the evening. 
The OU\iority ofIsIamic scholars 

. consider unnecessary daytime 
bathing while fasting to be iiiak­
rooh (a disliked act), thpugh it 
does not break the fast. 
It is also permissible to rinse 

the mouth and nose during ab­
lution,provided one does not ex­
aggerate. Using excessive water 

, could lead to swallowing some 
of it, whi~may invalidate the 
fast. 

A fast is not invalidated by sub­
stances that one cannot ~n­
ably avoid. For example, swal­
lowing saliva, or accidentally 
swallowing dust or sifted flour 
that enters the mouth uninten­
tionally,'does not break the fast. 
Similarly, a person's fast remains 
valid if they taste food with the 
tongue, use toothpaste, or use 
mouthwash, as long as nothing 
is swallowed. 

By A1-Mahdl Ssenkablrwa 

US freezes Rwanda military 
assets over support for M23 
The US says Rwan.:. 
da violatectlast year's 
Washington Accord by 
backing M23 rebeh3 in 
eastern DRe. 

BY ANDREW BAG ALA 

T
he United States has frozen the 
assets of the Rwanda Defence 
Force (RDF) and four of its top 
commanders, imposing sanc­

tions over alleged support for M23 re­
bels in eastern Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). 

The US accuses Rwanda ofviolatID.g 
the Washington Accord, a peace deal 
signed last yem; by backing the M23 re­
bel group, 

Targeted by the sanctions are RDF 
Chief of Defence Staff Gen Mubarakh 
Mugahga,Army Chtef of StaffMaj Gen 
Vincent Nyakarundi,RDF 5th Infantry 
Division Commander Maj Gen Ruki 
Karusisi and Special Operations Force 
Commander Maj Gen Stanislas Gashu­
gi 

" ... all property and interests in prop­
erty of the designated or blocked per­
sons described above that are in the 
United States or in the possession or 
control of U.S. persons are blocked and 
must be reported to OFAC. In addition, 
any entities that are owned, directly or 
indirectly, individually or in the aggre­
gate,50percentormore by one or more 
blocked persons are also blocked,"the 
US Treasury statement issued on Mon­
day read. 

The sanctions bar the RDF and its of­
ficers from using US-owned financial 
systems. Fuilds held in institutions 
linked to the US are now inaccessible. 

The Us warned that non-US nation­
als who assist the RDF or its officers to 
evade the sanctions risk civil or crimi-
nal penalties. . 

"Violations of US sanctions may re­
sult in the imposition of civil or crirrr-

MI\i Gen Stanislas Gashugi. Spe­
cial Operations Commander 

inal penalties on US and foreign per­
sons.Non-US persons are also prohibit­
ed from causing or conspiring to cause 
US persons to wittingly or unwitting­
If violate US sanctions, as well as en­
gaging in conduct that evades US sanc­
tions. OFAC may impose civil penalties 
for sanctions violations on a strict lia­
bility basis,"the statement added. 

Rwanda condemns sanctions 

Rwanda described the sanctions as 
one-sided and unfair. 

"The sanctions issued today [Mon­
day] by the United States unjustly tar­
geting only one party to the peace pro-

Gen Mubarakh Muganga, RDF 
Chief of Defence Staff 

MI\i Gen Ruki Karusisi, RDF 5th 
Infantry Division Commander 

cess misrepresent the reality and dis­
tort the facts of the conflict in eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo. Consist­
ent and indiscriminate drone attacks 
and ground offensives constitute clear 
violations of ceasefire agreements by 
the DRC, and continue to cost many 
lives," said the Rwanda Foreign Affairs 
Ministry. 

The ministry added that protecting 
the country is a "badge of honour" for 
theRDF. 

However, Rwanda reiterated its com­
mitment to the peace process, includ­
ing the disengagement of its forces in 
tandem withDRC obligations. 
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The RDF currently has over 
5,000 soldiers deployed in 
United Nations peacekeeping 
missions, and thousands more 
in Mozambique assisting local 
forces to combat insurgents. 

"Rwanda welcomes the resumption 
of the implementation process, in­
cluding the Joint Oversight Commit­
tee, which requires an even-handed ap­
proach from all partners. Rwanda re­
mains committed to delivering on all 
aspects of the Washington Accords,in­
cludingthe Regional Economic Integra­
tion Framework,"the statement read. 

Implications ofsanctions 
Prof Solomon Asiimwe, an interna­

tional relations and security studies 
expert at Nkumba University, said the 
sanctions could severely impact Rwan­
da's military operations. 

"They would complicate defence pro­
curements. Many international com­
panies would see a risk in selling arms 
and services to the Rwanda Defence 
Force. It would also affect their logistics 
and linkages, potentially slowing down 
military operations in the region and 
abroad,"Prof Asiimwe said. 

He warned of a ripple effect on neigh­
bouring countries such as Uganda, 
which has defence cooperation deals 
with Kigali. 

"Uganda might start fearing cooperat­
ing with Kigali on defence matters,"he 
said. 

Prof Asiimwe' also recalled similar 
challenges in 1994, when Rwanda faced 
a UN arms embargo. Uganda was later 
accused of evading those sanctions by 
procuring arms on Rwanda's behalf, an 
allegationKampaladeni~ 

He noted that Rwanda could also 
struggle to maintain its commitments 
to peacekeepingmissions unless the US 
waives related payments. 
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Govt bans automatic learner promotion to boost performance 
BY JANE NAFULA & 
DAVIDWALUGEMBE 

KAMPALA. The government has di­
rected all schools to stop the policy of 
automatic promotion oflearners, effec­
tive immediately, in a bid to improve ac­
ademic performance and reduce fail­
urerates. 

The State Minister for Primary Edu­
cation, Dr Joyce Moriku Kaducu, criti­
cised teachers for promoting learners 
with weak grades, a practice she partly 
blamed for poor results in the Primary 
Leaving Examinations (PLE). 

While meeting headteachers from 
Kampala Capital City Authority (KCCA) 
at Nakasero Primary School on Febru­
arY 27, Dr Kaducu said there is no poli­
cythat supports automatic promotion. 
"Where is the policy? We don't have 

any written policy that supports auto­
matic promotion ofleamers; they are 
supposed to bepromotedonmerit,"she 

said, noting that advancing students 
who cannot grasp content for the next 
level leads to high failure rates. 

Ministry records indicate that 65,000 
candidates who sat for the 2025 PLE 
failed to secure placement into Sen­
ior One. Dr Kaducu said many teach­
ers misinterpreted verbal instructions 
to avoid failing learners, particularly in 
schools struggling with limited capita­

, 

'

Justification. Where 
is the policy? We 
don't have any written 

policy that supports 
automatic promotion of 

learners; learners are supposed to 
be promoted on merit," Dr Joyce 
Moriku Kaducu, State Minister 
for PrImary Education ' 

tion grants under Universal Primary ered,"she explained. President Musev­
Education (UPE): ' eni has previously warned UPE schools 

The minister also urged parents against charging illegal fees, which he 
to contribute to school feeding pro- says fuel dropouts. Some headteachers 
grammes, saying effective learning can- at the meeting said school administra­
not happen when children study on tors had previously been (lJ."reStedfor al­
empty stomachs. She stressed that con- legedly demanding parental' contribu­
tributions should be affordaQ}e and tions forfeeding programmes. 
transparent to prevent school dropouts. ~ The ministry warned individuals 

"We want to engage parents to pay , against intimidating teachers, noting 
for feeding but it has to be done in a that their efforts should be appreciat­
transparent manner and should be- ed. Under the 2008 Education Act, par­
in a manageable range. OUr vision is ents are responsible for feeding learn­
to see that quality education js dellv- ers while at school. 

Dr Cleophus Mugenyi, the com­
missioner of Basic Education, urged 
schools to prioritise remedialles­
sons to boost learning and criticised 
the misconception around automat­
ic promotion. 

"You cannot automatically push 
a child who cannot write his or her 
name, count from one to 100, or re­
cite the alphabet," Dr Mugenyi em­
phasised. , 

Headteachers welcomed the direc- .. .. 
tive. Mr Gerald Mijasi ofNakasero Pri­
mary said the move is a"healthy idea" 
that could improve education quali-
ty. Ms Rosemary Among ofKuwatule 
Primary School described the engage­
ment as "wonderful, "noting that her 
school already encourages parents to 
have learners repeat ifnecessary. 

Ms Jaliat Yawa, headteacher of Wan­
degeya Muslim Primary School, said 
parental support for meals would 
help address low retention rates. 


