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for 20,000 cancer patients each =~E= 
wi~ internationally recog!liz.ed oncology 
centers sp-erlgthens our ability to deliver the 
full continuum of care, from early diagnosis to 
advanced treatment." 

TIMOlHYNSUBUGA 

For years, a cancer diagnosis in Uganda 
has often-come with a second, unspoken 
prescription: a plane ticket to India 

Families have sold land, emptied savings 
accounts, and organized frantic fundraisers 
to finance treatment thousands of miles 
away. Parents have left their children 
behind for months. Patients have navigated 
unfamiliar-hospitals in foreign cities while 
battling the most difficult fight of their lives. 

An estimated 2O,()(X) Ugandans travel 
to Inella each year seeking advanced 
medical care, including specialized cancer 
treatment. For many, the journey is as 
punishingas the disease itself, financially 
draining, emotionally exhausting, and 
physically risky. 

Now, one Kampala hospital says that may 
begin to change. 

C-Care IHK has announced a partnership 
With leading Indian oncology institutions, 
including Gleneagl~ Hospitals and Fortis 
Hospitals, in a move aimed at strengthening . 
Uganda's capacity in bone marrow 
transplants and precision. cancer treatment. 
The collaboration was unveiled during a 
high-lever Continuing Medical Education 
(CME) session in Kampala, featuring 
renowned haemato-oncologist Dr. Rajeev 
Vijayakumar. • 

The message was clear: the expertise 
that once required a long-haul flight could 
increasingly be found at home. 

Cancer treatment has changed 
dramatically over the past decade. Where 
doctors once relied largely on broad 
chemotherapy protocols, they now 
increasingly tum to genomics, the study 
of a patient's genetic Il1jU<eup, to guide 
treatment decisions. 
V~ayakumar told Ugandan clinicians 

that understanding the genetic mutations 
driving a patient's cancer allows doctorS to 
tailor therapies with fur greater precision. . 

Uganda cancer institute, MuJago 

Instead of treating cancer as a uniform 
disease, doctors can now identify the 
specific molecular changes fueling tumour 
growth and choose treatments designed to 
target them. 

"Oncology is rapidly evolving from a one­
size-fits-all model to highly personalized 
treatment," said Dr. Alicia Adatia of C-Care 
IHK's Oncology Department. '"Through 
partnerships like this, Ugandan patients can 
benefit from the latest advances without 
leaving the country." 

The CME session focused on integrating 
these advanced haemato-oncology 
practices, particularly for blood cancers, 
into Uganda's hea1thcare system. That 
includes preparing local teams for bone 
marrow transplant (BMT) procedures, one 
of the most complex and resource-iptensive 
cancer treatments. 

For patients with certain leukemias, 
lymphomas, and other blood disorders, a 
bone marrow transplant can be lifesaving. 
But until recently, such procedures have 

largely been out of reach domestically, forcing patients 
to look abroad 

THE COST OF LEAVING 
'The numbers tell only part of the story. 
When 2O,()(X) Ugandans travel annually to India 

,for advanced care, they carry with them more than 
medical files. 'They carry hope, fear, and the weight of 
entire extended fumilies who have pooled resources to 
make the trip possible. 

Treatment abroad often means months away from 
home. Accommodation, transport, and living expenses 
pile up alongside hospital bills. Language barriers and 
cultural differences add another layer of stress. 

For many, the journey is simply impossIble. 
By strengthening local oncology services, C-Care 

IHK hopes to ease that burden, financially and 
emotionally, and keep fumilies together during 
treatment. 

The hospital says it has invested in advanced 
diagnostic imaging, specialized oncology 
infrastructure, and multidisciplinary teams capable 
of handling more complex cases. That includes 
evaluating patients for bone marrow transplants and 

That phrase, ''full continuuni of care," is 
critical. Effective cancer treatment does not 
begin in the operating theatre or chemotherapy 
ward It begins with early detection, accurate 
diagnosis, and coordinated follow-up. 

Uganda, like many countries in sub-Saharan 
Africa, faces rising cancer rates alongside limited 
specialist capacity. Expanding expertise in 
haemato-oncology and precision medicine could 
help narrow a gap that has forced patients to 
seek care abroad 

The collaboration with Indian institutions is 
not just symbolic. India has become a global hub 
for complex but comparatively affordable cancer 
treatment, drawing patients from across Africa. 
By transferring skills, protocols, and training to 
Kampala, the partnership seeks to localize that 
expertise. 

A TIJRNING POINT -IF IT DEUVERS 
Transforming cancer care is not accomplished 

in a single announcement. Bone marrow 
transplants require highly trained teams, 
rigorous infection control, and sustained 
investment. Precision medicine depends 
on reliable laboratory systems and access to 
targeted therapies. 

'The real test will be whether these partnerships 
translate into routine, high-quality services 
accessible to ordinary Ugandans, not just a select 
few. 

Still, for thousands of fumilies who have 
equated cancer treatment with international 
traveL the shift is significant. 
If Uganda can offer more advanced care at 

home, the diagnosis that once meant passports 
and painful goodbyes may instead mean 
something quieter: treatment close to family, 
within familiar walls, in the comfort of one's own 
country. 

For nearly 2O,()(X) Ugandans who look abroad 
each year for hope, that possibility alone feels 
like relict. 

Uganda launches ABQ Cloud to keep national data at home 
:nMOTHYNSUBUGA 

KAMPALA - Inside the halls of the Raxio Data 
. Centre in Namanve, Uganda quietly made a 

statement about its digital future. 
Servers blinked behind reinforced glass. Cooling 

systems hummed softly. Engineers guided guests 
past rows of neatly stacked hardware, the physical 
backbone of something less visible but increasingly 
vital: data. 

On Thursday, Uganda officially launched ABQ 
Cloud, a sovereign cloud platform de:signedlo keep 
the country's data within its borders and reduce 
reliance on foreign tech ~ The event, held at 
the Deep Tech Hub, brought together officials from 
the Science, Technology and Innovation Office of 
the President (STI-OP), alongside executives from. 
ABQ Cloud, Roke Cloud, AfriQloud, EDiC and 
members of Uganda's innovation community. 

For years, many Ugandan businesses and 
startups have relied on offshore cloud providers 
like Amazon Web Services to Store their data and 
run their applications. That dependence has come 
at a cost, exposure toforeign exchange volatility, 

higher hosting fees, slower speeds due to distance, and 
_ concerns about data sovereignty. 

ABQ Cloud aims to change that. 
Positioned as a platform ''built by Ugandans for -

Uganda and Afrlca," it offers locally hosted cloud 
services priced in Ugandan shillings. The promise is 
simple: faster performance, predictable billing, and 
tighter control over national data. _ 

Monica Musenero Masanza, Minister of Science, 
Technology and Irmovation, described the initiative as 
a strategic pillar for economic transformation. 

"ABQ Cloud represents the future of Uganda's 
digital economy," she said ''By investing in sovereign 
infrastructure, we are empowering our innovators, 
protecting our national data, and positioning Uganda 
as a Jeader in Afuca's digital transformation." 
- The ambition is not modest. Governments across 
Africa are increasingly concerned about where their 
data lives, and who ultimately controls it. As more 
public services move online and artificial intelligence 
tools process sensitive information, the question of 
digital sovereignty has shifted from abstract policy 
debate to urgent national priority. -

Eric Mugerwa, Chief Technology Officer of ABQ 

Cloud, called the platform "a foundation for 
Uganda's digital independence." 

''By providing secure, affordable and 
locally hosted cloud services, "fie are 
-empowering innovators, businesses and 
government to build confidently, innovate 
faster and scale sustainably," he said 

The infrastructure underpinning the 
ecosystem is already in place. During a 
guided tour, guests saw the Raxio Data 
Centre's globally certified facilities, capable 
of supporting advanced analytics and 
artificial intelligence worldoads. 

Caroline Kamaitba, General Manager of 
RaXio Data Centre, said the collaboration 
ensures Uganda's data remains "secure, 
accessible and supported by infrastructure 
built to international standards wbiIe 
serving local needs." 

Partnerships sit at the heart of the project. 
James Byaruhanga. Managing Director of 
Roke Cloud, said the goal is to make cloud 
technology more accessible to Ugandan 
businesses and startups. 

Peter Muhumuia, Chief Technical 
Officer ofRoke Telkom and Roke Cloud, 
announced the launch ofMBQ, an 
infrastructure platform developed with 
AfriCloud and the Science, Technology and 
Irmovation Secretariat. 

''Most people want to buy cloud space 
online on Amazon, so we brought it here 
with the support of the Government," he 
said. "It is deployed here at the Uganda 
Data Centre." 

Selected innovators will receive free cloud 
space to refine their solutions. "We are AI­
ready," Muhumuza added ''Any innovators • 
in Uganda who have AI platfonns or want 
to use AI, the platform is here to help them 
develop their innovation." 

The model lowers entry barriers. 
Entrepreneurs who want to start cloud 
businesses no longer need to invest in 
expensive servers. 'We give you a white­
labelled solution and you go sell to your 
customers," Muhumuza explained. 


