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The 14-year-old Prima­
ry Five- pupil was found 
hanging by a rope in the 
school dormitory on 
Tuesday night. 

BY NOELINE NABUKENYA 

A 
third school-going childhCiS been 
found dead in separate suspected 
suicide incidents across the 
country just w~ks after the new 

education tenn kicked off. 
The 14-year-old Primary Five pupil, 

who had only recently joined Kololo 
Junior School, was discovered lifeless, 
hanging by a rope in the schooi 
dormitory in Gombe A Cell, Gom be 
Ward, Wakiso, ToW}). CoUncil, Wakiso 
District on Tuesday tUg4i ' 

The shocking incident forced the 
temporary closure of the institution. 

The pupil's name has been withheld 
because h~ is a minor. . 

Kampala Metropolit an Police 
spokesperson Rachael Kawala said 
investigations into the cause of the 
pupil's death are still underway. 

"At the moment, we are investigating 
a suicide case. The body has been 
taken for a post-mortem that will help 
investigators establish the cause of the 
death,"Ms Kawala said. 

Cases of suspected suicide among 
students appear to be on the rise. 

On Sunday,a 21-year-old male student 
was found hanging from a tree in 
Kayanda 'Kato Village, Buwunga Sub­
county,Bugiri District. Another 13-year­
old Primary Three pupil at ~aiku 
Primary School is also suspected to 
havetaken his own life in Mbale District 
at the weekend. 
I n the Wakiso case, Ms Kaw ala 

revealed that police are holding the 
school director and matron to assist 
with investigations. 

Ms Sylvia Nabaggala, the mother 
of the deceased, was still at the city 
mortuary yesterday evening, waitjng 
for the post-mortem examination 
before taking her son's body home to 
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National News' 

3rd student found 
dead in four days 

A 14-year-old Primary Five pupil was discovered lifeless, hanging by a rope in 
the school dormitory. PHOTO/COURTESY 

Wakiso District. 
She declined tocomment 
According to police, on Tuesday 

evening, the neceased weI).t with his 
colleagues to the mosque, but later 
headed straight to the dormitory. 

His peers went for evening preps, and 
upon returning, found him hanging 
from a pole with a red scarf 

"As pupils returned to the dormitory 
from evening preps, they found him 
h anging inside. They immediately 
informed the matron, who notified the 
school directOI;"MsKawala said 

The school administrators quickly 
reported the matter to police, who 
swunginto action. . . 

Ms Jane Nakatudde, a parent and 
former student of the school,descnbed 
the deceased as a cheerful boy who was 
"the life of the party", friendly, and well­
known among pupils despite being new. 

PAST INCIDENTS 

Past incidents of suicide in sch­
,ools have already set alann bells 
ringing among parents, stu­
dents, and the wider community. ' 
Last year, a Seni6r Three stu­
dent at Mpoma Girls' School reo. 
portedly;;et herself ablaze in 
proteSt at being forced to return 
to school. 
In February, a16-year-old Se­
nior Three student ofSeeta High 
School's main campus allegedly 
died by suicide in the donnitory. 
Several other cases were also 
registered last year at Solberg 
College, Kampala Internatio-
nal University (Western branch), 
and St Leo's College. 

"He has been buying his fellow learners 
snacks and they have loved him so much. 
Maybe ifhe came wttll his own issues 
because the School has existed for y~," 
MsNakatuddesaid 
Mr Patrick Ssekatawa, the village 

defence secretary, said he received the 
news via phone call, and by the t:irile he 
~ed at the scene,policewerealready 
onTheground -

"One of the teachers I interacted with . 
said the pupil had gone to the mosque . 
with his fellow learners, but came back 
earlier than the rest, [and went to the 
dormitory],"Mr Ssekatawa said 

He suspected t h e cause of death 
might be linked to family or ~cademic 
pressures. 

"Maybe he never liked the school 
because he was a new pupil. I have been 
toldhejoined this term,"he added. 

Ms Grace Nakibirango, the Gombe , 
chairperson, urged parents to keep a ~ 
close eye on their children and ensure 
their well-being. 

"Ifhe was an old person, we would SO)f 

maybe it was stress for money or any 
other iSsue." 

Meanwhile, parents with children at 
the school are left between a rock and 
a hard place following its temporary 

" closure. 
Ms Teddy Nakasagga, who has four 

children enrolled, expressed concern 
about their education. 

"I have four children there and one 
of them is a candidate. We are worried 
because we are not aware of when it will 
be reopened,"Ms Nakasagga said 

Ms Jane Nakatudde, another parent, 
said she received the information via 
phone call from another parent, who 
told her the school had been closed and 
boarding pupils sent home. 

Who is obliged 
to do fasting? . 

The law of the Church es­
tablishes -certain regu­
lations regarding fast-

ing and abstinence. Fasting con­
sists of eating only one full meal 
a day. Abstinence means refrain­
ing from eating meat; fish, how­
ever, is not considered meat for 
thiS purpose. 

Who is obliged to faSt? Those 
who are over 18 and under 60 
years of age. Abstinence is to be 
observed by those who have 
reached the age of1.4. 

During Lent,fasting is obligato­
ry on only two days: Ash Wednes­
day and Good Friday. As for absti­
nence,it is required on every fri­
day ofLent. Those who are sick 
are not obliged to fust 

As you can see, the burden the 
Church places upon us regard­
ing fasting and abstinenCe i s 
not very heaVy. Of coUrse; ~ 
may choose to fast om; er days 
or abstain from meat on days 
when it is not required. Howev­
er, spiritual authors recommend 
seeking guidance before tInder­
taking a programme of strict fast­
ing. 

-Maria Jacinta Kannyange 
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BY DAVID WALUGEMBE 

KAMPALA. The country is mourning 
the death of Santa Mary Laker Kinyera, 
Uganda's Deputy High Commissioner 
to Rwanda, whose death has cast a pall 
of grief over the diplomatic fraternity 
and beyond. . 

Kinyera died on Tuesday morning at 
Mulago Specialiseo National Referral 
Hospital, bringing to it close a distin­
guished 32-year career in the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs that began in 1994. 
"It is with profound shock and sor­

row that the Ministry of Foreign Af­
fairs announces the passing of our dear 
colleague, Amb Sant a Laker Kinyera, 
which occurred this morning at Mula­
go Specialised National Referral Hos­
pital,"the ministry said in a statement 
posted on X. 

The Permanent Secretary at the Min­
istry of Foreign Affairs, Mr Vincent 
Bagiire Waiswa;described her as a pillar 
within the institution , whose counsel 
and mentorship shaped a generation of , 
young diplomats. : 

"She was an exceptional team mem- ' 
ber who leveraged her experience to 
mentor young officers as well as offer 
unfiltered advice to the top manage­
ment of the miriistry. She will be re­
membered for her amiable character 
and disciplined leadership,"Mr Bagiire 
said. 

He added that burial arrangements 

Nation mourns senior diplomat Santa Laker Kinyera . 
KEY ROLES HELD 

• Africa and Middle East 
Department (1994-1999) 
• Member of delegation 
negotiating the East African 
Community Treaty 
• Uganda's Focal Point on IGAD 
matters (2007-2009) . 
• Deputy Head of Mission, 
Washington, DC 
• Counsellor and Charge 
d'Affaires ai, Ankara 
• Deputy High Commissioner to 
Rwanda 

are being finalised in consultation with 
the family and that details of the funer­
al programme will be communicated 
in due course. 

Tributes have continued to pour in 
frOm colleagues and foreign policy ana­
lysts who credit her with playing a criti­
cal role in advancing Uganda's bilateral 
and regional interests. 

Mr Ivan Koreta, a diplomacy expert, 
said the country haS lost a seasoned 
negotiator who contributed to region­
al integration efforts in Africa and the 

-Middle East. Henoted that her involVe-

University, where she obtained a Bach­
elor of Arts (Hons) degree. She later pur­
sued a Master of Social Science in Devel­
opment and International Relations at 
Aalborg University, and earned a post­
grnduate diploma in public administra­
tion and management. 

Her early years in the ministry were 
spent in the Africa and Middle East 
Department between 1994 and 1999, 
where she handled bilateral relations 
and regional integration matters. 

During this period,shewas part of the 
Ugandan delegation that negotiated 
the treaty establishing the East African 
Community. 

and Hom of Africa Division at the min­
istry from 2007 to 2009, acting as Ugan­
da's-focal point on IGAD matters and 
participating in peace processes in Su-
dan and Somalia. . 

StateHouse 
In 2009, she was .seconded to St~te 

House as Privat e Secretary to the 
President in charge of diplomatic . 
affairs and Head of the Diplomatic 
Affairs Department. 

She served until 2011, when she was 
assigned to establish Uganda's embassy 
in Ankara, Turkey, becoming its pioneer 
Charge dMfaires. 
Throughout her care er, Kinyera 

Long service r epresented Ugan da at various 
m ent in peace initiatives under the In 1998, she served as Special Assis- multilateral and region al forums, 
auspices of the Intergoverrimental Au~ tant to the Minister of State for Region' including the East African Community, 
thority on Development "and the Afri- alCooperation. the Organisation of Islamic 
can Union helped shC}pe discussions TWo years later, she joined an in- Cooperation, the African Union and 
around stability in the Horn of Africa. , ter-ministerial team tasked with secur- IGAD. 

"She was pivotal in the opening of : ingthereturnofUgandanchildrenab- , Colleagues remember her as a 
Uganda's Embassy in Ankara as the , ducted to Sudan by the Lord's Resist- . ' principled, calm and firm diplomat 
first Charge d'Affaires, and her tenure as i ance ArmY. , who carried Uganda's flag with dignity. 
deputy head of Mission in Washington, : Between2002and2007,Kinyerawas ' Her death leaves a void in the 
DC, demonstrated her ability to build i posted to Uganda's mission in Copen- country's foreign service at a time 
bridges across cultures and continents," : hagen, Denmark, where she servedfu:st when regional diplomacy remains 
Mr Koreta said. ' as Second Secretary and later as First crucial to peace and integrntion. 

Born With a.passion for public service, ! Secretary. . . -
Kinyera was"an ruumna of Makerere~ ~- en her-return;'She headed the IGAD See tribute in t omorrow's paper 
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