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National News 

Departed Asians· Custodian 
Board q~zzed by Cosase 
The boarG failed to 
'offer comprehensive 
answers to questions of 
illegalities, mismanage­
ment, and repossession ' 
queries. c ' " 

BY ELIZABETH KAMURUNGI 

Parliament has summoned the 
. leadership of the Departed 
- Asians Custodian Board, headed 

by the Minister for Finance, to ex­
plain the mess in the management of 
properties that belonged to expelled 
Asians.' 

Summonses for the t<;lP leadership 
came after the Executive Secretary of 
the Board,Mr William Bizlbu Semakula, 
failed to offer comprehensive ansWers 
to questions of illegalities, misinanagE:­
ment,and reposSession. 

This was when he appeared before 
theThmmittee on Commissions, Statu­
tory AutlloJ;jties, and State Enterprises 
(COSN)E) on Monday to answer to laps­
es raised by the Auditor General 

"We resolved t.o invj.te the Board 
members befo~we get l!- way forward. 
The executive secretary was referring 

~ us to the Board, and he seems to juSt get 
, instructions from theBoard,"Mr Burna; 
li Mpindi, a member of the committee, 
said. ' , ' 

The board is mandated t6 manage 
and dispose of properties left behIDd 
afterthe 1972 expulsion. . . 

The Committee w.ap1s the board to 
provide the full list of the properties un­
der itS management, valued properties, 

; -those repossessed and disposed at: and 
,explain the concerns of mismanage­
,mentraised by the Auditor.GeneraL 

Reports by the Office of the Auditor 
General Of2023, 2024, and 2025 have cit­
ed irregularities in the management 
and sale of properties that belonged to 
expelled nationals of Asian origin. 

DUling the Monday' meeting, mem­
bers grilled board officials over the ab­
sence of a list of properties the board is 

Members of Parliament of the Cosase and section of leaders of the Departed Asians Custodian Board during the 
Monday meeting. PHOTO/COURTESY 

managing contrary to their mandate 
. as laid down, in-tlie Assets of oepclrteCi 
Asians Act. 

MPs also rirised COl)cerns that proper­
ties were distributed among. the Board 
members, while others were given 
away by the Board leadership without 
following due process. '. 

There are also claims that some prop­
erties were sold off Using forged docu­
ments and false powers of attorney. 
, "The executive secretary gazetted the 
board properties and later said, but 

,many oft,hem are not ours,"Mr Mpin­
. di,MP for Persons with Disabilities, said 

"Are you aware that some people 
claimed that the powers of attorney 
you were us.ing to give out properties 
were not theirs?"Mr Richard Ssebama­
la,MP for Bukoto Central, questioned. 

Questions of whether the board pos­
sesses the titles of the properties were 
not answered, 

~ Amin in 1972 . . ' 
• This haS resulted ina loss of revenue 

- ", =-:~ .. ,~ , . :, .. .. , .. ~ .. .. :~, ... : .: .. ... ,,:~ 1 forthegovernmentandprotract~dle-
. . 115 properties whose owners : ' : gal battles. . 
, wer:e ~mmpensat_ed through the :" . . 

t3ritish Hig~ Commi!;sion an~ , - InconSistent asset list 
~7 propertl~ whose owners '- " I In 2023, the Auditor Generafs audit 
were compensated through the ·f on the financial statements of the De­
UNHCR way,back in 1999 are _' L.parted Asian Property Custodian Board 
not yet sold by the Custodian ' I revealed that the Board did not have 
Board. ~. - ;' a comprehensive assets register of the 

- : properties, contrary to Section 2 of the 
___ f Act. 

Mr Semakula told parliamentarians ; The audit stipulated that the Finance 
that while they lacked a comprehen- : ',minister shall keep a register of any 
sive list, they had made some progress f property or businesses declared. The 
on complying . ~ report further stated that some assets 

"We can now patch up and have some- ; that had already been sold by the Board 
thing to present,"he said. ; were still being treated as board prop-

FOl: more than half a century, the-gov- ' erty. 
ernment has failed to resolve the mat- ~ "The a]:>sence of a complete and com­
ter of the properties left behind by f prehensive asset register makes it dif­
Asians expelled by then-President ldi f ficult for management to safeguard, 
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monitor, and keep track of its assets, ex­
posing them to the risk of loss due to 
theft, wrong allocations,as well as grab­
bing, among others,"The Audit report 
states. 

One hundred and fifteen proper­
ties whose owners were compensated 
through the British High Commission 
and 87 properties whose OW}lers were 
compensated through the UNHCR in 
1mare not yet sold by the Board. 

The valuation of these properties has 
been long overdue since management 
committed to expediting the same in 
2017,"it adds 

While there is no update on the inven­
tory in the most recent report of 2025, 
it became clear that the board had not 
made any gains in gazetting the list. 

Revenue losses 
The Audit report for the 2023 found 

that the board has not been collecting 
rent from as far back as the mid-l990S 
from some of the ministries, depart­
ments, and agencies that occupy some 
of the buildings, with outstanding re­
ceivables totalling Shs2.83 billion. 

Section 12 of the Assets of Departed 
Asians Act mandates the government 
to pay rent for any building occupied 
by a public officer or a member of the 
armed forces, prison service, or police 
force, or by any other person employed 
by the Government as part ofhis or her 
terms of service. 

As of 2023, the Ministry of Defence 
and Veteran Affairs owed Shs949 mil­
lion, the Ministry of Public Service 
shs517 million, the Prisons Depart­
ment Shs418 million, and the Ministry 
of Education and Sports Shs86 million. 

The Ministry of Justice and Constitu­
tio~Affirirs and the Presidenfs Office 
owed Shs39m andShs20rn,respectively. 

"Furthermore, there were no proper 
records to support the amounts in re­
ceivables. Under the circumstances, the 
probability of recovery of the amount is 
remote,"the report noted. 

The board is also under scrutiny for 
operating without costed-work plans 
and.outputs. 

The Auditor General's report reveals 
that for the year ending 2025, the board 
has continued to operate without a 
strategic plan, and is choking with suits. 
137 cases arising from property"relat­
ed disputes have been tged ,again$t the 
board, which is also under scrutiny for 
effecting payments without withhold­
ing tax as well as not remitting PAYE 
amounting to Shs381m 
This was deducted from employees' 

salaries but not remitted to Uganda 
Revenue Authority. " 

"We hope that the board will be able 
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Iranian regime is a regional threat we had to act - Israeli envoy 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5 

Background 
In less than a year, Israel has attacked 

Iran twice, first in June 2025 when the 
country hit Tehran and Iran's nuclear 
sites for 12 days, and was joined by the 
US in th~ later part of the airstrikes. 
'Shortly aft~r the military strikes, US 

President Donald Trump told Amer­
icans that the strikes were successful 
and C9mpletely obliterated Iran's nucle­
ar facilities. ' 

"Tonight, I can report to the world 
that the strikes were a spectacula!,mI­
italy success. Iran's'key-ouclear enrich­
merit fatilities have been completely 
and totally obliterated. Iran, the bully of 

the Middle East,must now make peace," 
Trump said at the time. , 

But the Israeli envoy's stat~ent yes­
te~ay contradicted the triumph they 
had declared earlier and raised ques­
tion on whether they were seeking to 
destroy Iran's military arsenals, or seek­
ing the wider goals offregime change. 

But Amb Behar defended their re­
cent airstrikes, saying after the 12 days 
of bombardment, Iran went back to re­
sume its uraniumenrichnient to the 
level of weapons grade, and increased 
its production of ballistic' missiles; 
which both Israel and the US could not 
allOW. - ~ _ ,', _2' ~ ,i-:':-: _. - _-

"After the 'June; 12 daYs war-with Iran 
in June last yeru; the Iranian regime ac-

2,000 
TheUS military's Central Com­
mand says Iran has launched more 
than 500 ballistic missiles and 
more than 2,000 drones in its 
retaliatory attacks throughout the 
Middle East so far . . 

'~,enhanceditsproductionofballi$' 
ticmiSSiles,and had in mfud produdrig 
8,000 ballistic missiles until 2027. Thaf s 

why the action against the Iranian re­
gime is a pre-emptive,"he said. 

Funding proxies 
He also acCUsed Iran of spending bil­

lions of dollars to fund proxies to fight 
Israel. 

Behar said annually Iran spends up to 
$16 billion (Shs58.6 trillion)to attempt 
to fight Israel through its proxies in the 
region. 

"They receive money, ammunition, 
technology, guidance, and intelligence. 
The aim is to encircle Israel with a ring 
ofnre:operate and to launch it,"he said. 

He said Israel does not seek domi­
nance, but security for its own people 
and will do anything to achieve that. 

"We don't want to be in war. We want 
to live in peace. OUr goals are to remove 
existential threats and to stop the Ira­
nian nuclear weapons programme, de­
grade, stop 'and eliminate the balliStic .... 
programme, and to stop Iran from sup­
porting teIT<;lrist organizations in the 
region,"he said. 

"We hope that our action will give 
hope for the Iranian people and will 
free themselves from this regime. The 
war is not against the Iranian people . 
but the regime,"he added. 

Behar also said the only way out for 
Iran is to. stop developing its nuclear 
and ballistic missiles, or else there will 
be no room for negotiations. 
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