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MAGARA MURDER: COURT DETAINS ACCUSED'S RELATIVE 
relative to twin brothers, 

who are among the nine 
people accused of kidnapping 
and murdering Susan Magara 
in Febmary 2018, spent 
the whole of yesterday in 
detention within court cells for 
leaking information to defence 
witnesses. 

JHE MURDER Au.E6ATIONS 
Susan Magara, 28, a daughter of businessman 
John Magara was kidnapped on February 7, 2018, 
along Kabaka AnjagaJa Road in Mengo, a Kampala 
suburb, as she drove back to her home about three 
kilometres away. 

Her kidnappers then contacted her family and 
demanded $lm (about sh3.65b) before they could 
release Her. 

Faridah Nankya was detained 
on the orders of the trial fudge 
Alex Mackay. Ajiji after the 
prosecution. led by chief state 
attorney Joseph Kyomuhendo 
informed court that she was 
leaking information to other 
defence witnesses, who were 
waiting for their tum outside 
the courtroom to testify. 

Some of the suspects in the murder case of Susan Magara in dock at the High Court 
in Kampala on February 24, 2025. The prosecution alleges that on February 7, 2018, 
the accused kidnapped Magara with ransom intents, but ended up murdering her 

Despite the family having delivered $200,000 
(about sh700m) to the kidnappers, Magara was 
murdered in cold blood and three weeks later, her 
body was reeovered on February 27, 2018, from Kigo 
in Wakiso district where it had been dumped. 

Prosecution alleges that the accused and others 
still at large on February 7, 2018, kidnapped Magara 
with intent to procure a ransom for her liberation, but 
ended up murdering her. 

OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE 
"What you are doing is wrong. 
We are here for justice. You 
sl).ould, therefore, be kept in 
the cells, until the close of 
business," Ajiji said. 

witnesses after attending court 
proceedings is a serious risk 
to judicial integrity, potentially 
constituting witness tampering, 
collusion or obstruction of 
justice. It can lead to one's 
imprisonment for a period not 
exceeding one year under the 
law. 

Nakayiza said it is her 
husband, Abdullah Ssembeba, 
who brought them to Kampala. 

"These (Wasswa and Kato) 
are my children and they 
were brought to Kampala from 
Mityana district where they 
were born by their father to 
visit their stepmother, Aisha 
Nanfuka. So, it is not true 
that they took part in the 
commission of the offence," 
Nakayiza said, 

had applied for a national 
identity card from the National 
Identification and Registry 
Authority (NIRA), Nakayiza 
said she was not aware. 

the date and year of birth, 
Nakayiza said it was in her 
handbag. 

Tasked by the judge with 
producing it, Nakayiza said 
the bag was at their home in 
Mityana. This angered the 
judge branding her a liar, who 
chose to conceal the truth, 

Kyomuhendo noted that 
Nankya on several occasiQn~ 
moved out of the cour]:room 
after listening to the testimony 
of a witness in the dock and 

'relayed the same information 
to other defence witnesses 
that were waiting outside the 
courtroom, which he said 
threatens judicial integrity. 

Nankya; the elder sister to 
Hussein Wasswa and Hassan 
Miiro Kato, was later released 
after spending a day in the 
cells. 

Kato and Wasswa are battling 
charges of murdering Magara 
jointly with Yusuf Lubega, 
Mahad Kisalita, Abubaker 

The deceased 
Susan Magara 

, However, when asked about 
the year when her husband 
brought them to Kampala, 
Nakayiza said she cannot 
remember. 

DATE OF BIRTH INCONSTANCY 
However, when the particulars 
of the application were read 
out to her, Nakayiza confirmed 
that they belonged to Kato. 

While NIRA records indicate 
that Kato was born in 1996, 
Nakayiza said it was not true, 
insisting that they were born 
in 2002. Asked whether she 
had any document confirming 

On her part, Nanfuka (the 
twins' stepmother) said she 
had sent them to Usafi market 
to buy foodstuffs when they 
were arrested. 

.. Kyewolwa, Muzamir Ssali, 
Leaking information to Ismail Bukenya, Abbas 

Musa Buvumbo and Hajarah 
Nakandi. . 

Defending her sons over 
the murder charges, Sania 

Asked whether she knew 
that one of the twins (Kato) 

Hearing of the case resumes 
on Thursday as the case nears 
judgment. 
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ukono Chief Magistrate Paul 
Matyama has sentenced a 44-year­
old blind man to seven years in prison 
hlter he pleaded guilty to defilement. 

Blind man sentenced to seven years over defilement 
Ivan Birungi, a resident of Kasana 

East Ward in Mubende district, ' 
pleaded guilty to defiling a 15-year­
old girl whom he transported from 
Kanyegalamire village in Kakumiro ­
district to help him with domestic 
chores. 

Prosecution led by the Mukono 
. Senior Resident State Attorney 
Josephine Nanyonga told court that 
Birungi hired a teenage girl as his 
helper due to his visual limitations, 
but on the day he received her from 
the village (February 2), he hired a 
lodge from where he sexually abused 
her. 

HOW IT HAPPENED 
The victim told court that Birungi 
forced the girl into sexual intercourse 
three times, two in Kampala and one 
in Mukono district where he shifted 
after she demanded for transport to 
return home in Kakumiro district. 

"Through our neighbour called 
Gift, Birungi had promised to pay 
me sh150,000. I was, however, 
disappointed because before running 
away from my parents, Gift had 
promised me that the blind person.. 
I was going to take care of was a 
woman, only to find a man. I had 
asked him to pay for two rooms, 

Prisons officers leading Birungi out of court shortly after he'was 
s~ntenced to seven years in prison for defiling a 15-year-old girl 

one for me and another one for him, 
but he declined. He said I would 
sleep outside if I didn't want to sleep 
in the same room with him," the 
victim narrated from the magistrate's 
chambers. 

The girl went on: "Though I had 
slept on the floor and Birungi in bed, 
at around lO:OOpm, he left the bed, 
came where I had slept and forced 
me into sex. I tried to resist, but he 

overpowered me. He boasted after 
realiSing that I was a virgin, saying he 
would take care of me because he had 
money." 

VICTIM'S FATHER NARRATES 
The girl's father, (name withheld), a 
resident of Kanyegalamire village in 
Kakumiro, told court that his daughter 
disappeared from their home at night 
without their consent. He said they 
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got relief when she called four days 
later to inform them that she was in 
Kampala working. 

"The second phone call I received 
was from Mukono Police Station 
telling me that my daughter had 
been defiled by the person she was 
taking care of. It was at that time that 
I realised that our neighbour, Gift, 
masterminded her disappearance," · 
the father said. 

NOT A FIRST-TIME OFFENDER 
Prosecution asked I court to give 
Birungi a deterrent sentence of 14 
years given the fact that he is not a 
first-time offender, contrary to his 
submission before court. 

"He was previously charged with 
similar offences of defilement and 
trafficking in persons at the Mubende 
Chief Magistrate's Court. However, 
after being granted bail, Birungi 
absconded, which led to the dismissal 
of the case on July 19; 2024, pending 
his re-arrest," prosecutor Nanyonga 
said. 

However, Birungi's lawyer, Lydia 
Nanyombi asked for a lenient 
sentence, saying Birungi was a first­
time convict. 

On his knees, Birungi pleaded for 
leniency, saying he did not realise the 
victim was under-age. 

But the girl' told court that upon 
meeting Birungi in the taxi park, he 
asked for her age and she told him 
she was 14. 

"I acknowledge and regret the 
mistake I committed. I am blind and 
entirely dependent on others for 
assistance and I cannot manage life in 
prison," Birun~ said . 

HEAR SENTENCE 
Magistrate Matyama noted that 
Birungi is 44 years old while the 
victim is 15, an age difference 
Significant enough that he could be 
her father. 

He said Birungi had a duty.to protect 
the girl, but acted in direct violation of 
that responsibility. 

He said though prosecution had 
asked for a sentence of 14 years, 
it would be harsh for Birungi 
considering that he did not waste 
court's time by pleading guilty and 
that he showed remorse. 

Matyama said Birungi's 7-year 
sentence was intended to protect him 
from his other potential victims. 

Meanwhile, Birungi is also facing 
another charge of trafficking - in '" ~ 
persons, to which he pleaded not 
guilty. Birungi will be brought back 
to court for hearing of this case on 
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