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Education experts are 
blaming parents for fail­
ing to take responsibility 
and make sacrifices to 
keep their children in 
school. 

Nrunayingo students skip 
school for gold •• g 

: and non-governmental organisations 
~~~!:A.~~#, _ _ ___ Lto",intensifyefforts to curb both teent!g~ __ 

., : pregnancy and defilement. 

BY ASUMAN MUSOBYA 

N 
ama.yingo DistrIct 
ing a sqrge in student abs,enl:ee:­
ism as many children abandon 
school to engage in gold mining 

and smuggling activities along the Ken­
yaborder. 

The trend has raised concern among 
teachers, parents and local authorities, 
who ~arn ~~titis undermining learn­
ing outcomes and exposing young peo-

,--. pIe to risks such as teenage pregnancy 
and exploitation. 

The deputy head teacher in charge of 
academics at Banda Secondary School 
in Banda Sub-county, Ms Viola Nalug­
wa, told the Daily Monitoron Tuesday 
that boys' academic performance is of­
ten undermined by their involvement 
in smuggling and gold mining to earn 
money. 

Ms Nalugwa blamed parents for fail­
ing to take respoIlSlbility and make sac­
rifices to keep their children in school. 

"Although the situation is not ideal, 
students whose parents are making 
an effort can stay in school, as we allow 
part payments," she said. 

Disruptingnewcuniculum 
She added that irregular attendance 

has disrupted the implementation of 
~ new curriculum.-At her school, 
which has about 1,000 students, more 
than 200 ate absent each day. 

"1 want to emphasise that as teach­
ers, we are ready and willing to teach, 
but students are letting us doWll- Local 
leaders and other stakeholders need,to 
come together to find solutions to these 
cl).allenges," Ms Nalugwa saiJl. 

The head teacher of St Philip Second­
ary School in Buyinja Sub-county, Mr 
James Kapsawani Myoko, said many 
students attend classes mainly during 
examination periods to safeguard their 
academic records. 
"This issue requires interventionfrom 

School-going children engage in gold mining in BuyiiUa Sub-County in Namayingo District at the weekend. The trend 
has seen absenteeism rise in schools. PHOTO/ASUMAN MUSOBYA 

other stakeholders, as we teachers are 
concerned and are often blamed by 
our superiors for poor student perfor­
mance," he said. 

Intervention 
The District Inspector of Schools, Mr 

Tomas Maloba, said the Education De­
partment has been holding meetings 
with parents across the district to en­
courage them to guide their children 
and monitor their attendance on their 
way to school. 

"We are pleased that some parents 
have responded to our cail, and as 1 
speak, enrolment has increased, par­
ticularly in government-aided schools," 
he said. 

He did not disclose any records sup­
porting the said enrolment. 

, 
WHAT THEY SAY ••• 

" " Blame game. 
"This issue 
requires inter­
vention from all 
stakeholders, 
~achersare 
concerned 
and are often 
blamed by our 
superiors ... " 
James Myoko, 
head teacher of 
StPhilipSS 

Enrolment-
"We are pleased 
that some pa-

. rents have res­
ponded to our 
call. Enrolment 
has increased 
in govern­
ment-aided sch­
ools ... " Tomas 
MaIoba, District 
Inspector" of 
Schools 

Mr Maloba added that local leaders 
have been engaged to sensitise com­
munities and host monthly radio talk 
shows to address the problem. 

He further revealed that the Ed­
ucation Department has formed a 
nine-member committee to tackle the 
matter, including using burial ceremo­
nies as platforms to raise awareness. 

The Secretary for Education and 
Health in Namayingo District, Mr 
James Duma, said the issue had been 
presented before the district council for 
intervention. 

He added that a by-law would soon be 
passed to feguIate mining sites and en­
sure that children and negligent par­
ents are held accountable. 

Teenage pregnancy also remains high 
in the area, prompting government 

Gold business 
StellaAjambo, 55, aresident ofBulam­

ba Village in Buyinja Sub-county, said 
gold mining has improved her house­
hold income, enabling her to build ares-

! idential house and a commercial build­
: ing at Kifuyo Trading Centre. 
: "As a widow, 1 use my children to dig 
: and extract gold from the soil. We are 
: happy because we even earn more than 
: a primary school teacher in govern­
: ment schools," she said. 
: Ms Ajambo urged the government to 
: provide equipment to make gold ex-

traction easier. 

: Donation 
: Between 2021 and 2023, the Govem­
: ment 'of1celand supported education 
! in Namayingo District with an $8m 
: (Shs29b) donation to fund infrastruc­
: ture development, teacher training, in­
: structional materials and e-books for 19 
: primary school teachers. 
: Namayingo, which shares a border 
: with Kenya and has sub-counties such 
~ as Banda and Sigulu Island, relies heav­
: ily on smuggling, fishing and gold min­
! ing as key sources of livelihood. 
: Gold extracted from the mining sites 
: atBulamba and Nakudiis sold locally to 
: Indian traders who have opened shops 
i at the sites. . 
: In addition to mining, rome students 
: engage in smuggling goods from Kenya 
~ into Uganda, including polythene bags, 
: rice, salt, bar soap, and second-hand 
: clothes. 
! The district i$ bordered by Lake Victo­
! ria and shares boundaries with Bugiri, 
: Busia and Mayuge districts. 
! Namayingo has 81 government-aided 
! schools, 129 private schools and 91 early 
: childhood development centres. 
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BYMICHAELAGABA Masindi COUncil approves relocation of weigh bridges 
KAMPALA. Masindi District council- ' amendment that the location of the . middlemen at the weigh bridges should , arcompanies,no transportation ofsug­

has passed a resolution approving the re- , v,reighbridges be in line with Sugar Reg- : be completely eliminated because they ! ar cane on tuk-tuks, boda bodas, and 
location ofroac4ide weigh bridges. . ulations and the Sugar Act. Our recom- ' enjoy money which would have been ' pickups, development of a database of 

On a recommendation by the Internal , mendations shouldn1contravenethem,~ , profits for farmers, adding that weighing . farmers' acreage for sugar companies 
Affuirs MinisteI; on February 13, the Min- Twnwine said and selling cane directly from the farm- ' operating in Masindi district. Others in­
istryofTrade closed four roadside weigh- The Masindi District chairperson, Mr er's garden to the miller is of much bene- clude that non-contracted farmers' cane 
bridges in Katuugo,Rukondwa,Kihande • Cosmas Byaruhanga, concurred with . ficial to the farmeI: should be transported with a letter of the 
andMirya,an operation backed by Ugan- ' Tumwine's submission ~d cited sec- ' Among other recommendations the ' LCI chairperson from the village where 
daPolice force. tion 26 (2) as the relevant regulation that district council passed include the labe- ' sugarcane has been harvested, all farm-

The council presided over by the dis- counru should consider while determin- ling of vehicles in the name of the sug- ers' cane should be sold directly to com-
trict speakeI;Mr Moses Kiirya,onMarch 3 ing relocations of the weigh bridges. panies buyingwithoutinvolvingmiddle-
resolved that road weigh bridges should . Section 26 (2) of the sugar regulations REGISTRATIO . men,andthattheloadingandofiloading 
be relocated from the currentlocation to . states: "The weighing of sugarcane shall . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . of sugarcane should be done along the 
areas outside the sugarcane growing ar- . be carried out at the licensed premises of · . The council resolve~ that main roads. 
eas. the licensed person." sugarcane companies operating According to Kiirya, the recommenda-

In his motion, the district secretary "We don't want someone to come and in Masindi should be registered tions follow the increasing sugarcane 
of production and trade, Mr Geoffrey · buy cane through a middle person and within the district. thefts in the district, adding that ·they 
Bigabwa,suggested that roadside weigh . again sell it to the sugar company be- They also agreed that weigh want to streamline the sugar cane busi-
bridges should be relocated to areas on . cause afarmer loses a lot ofmoney along bridges should be established ness in the district. 
highways leading to the respective facto- this process. Established factories al- by strictly licensed companys in Mr Zam Nsubuga, the councillor repre-
ries as provided by the law. . ways give cash top ups to the furmers at order to eliminate middlemen at senting Labongo Sub-county, welcomed . 

However, the workers representative in . the end financial year and this means a weigh bridges. the recommendations, saying she also 
the district council,Mr Denis Tumwine, ;. farmerwillhavelostitSUgarcaneshould The business of some millers lost her cane to sugarcane thieves after 
moved an amendment to the motion . be sold direct to the miller, from the coming to pick raw materials she had harvested it 
that the location ofweigh bridges should farmer's garden,"saidByaruhanga without any fonnal wprking Governmenfs closure ofweigh bridges 
be according to the national sugar regu- , Mr John Kisarach, the Kyatiri Town relationship with the district is stemmed from the increasing sugarcane 
lations.. Council District COuncilO1;said if a farm- . expected to end. thefts, as confirmed by a police investiga- : 

,. "Honorable speaker, let us,;move an :. er i.s.to benefit from sug;ai-cane growing,r.J l tion, whimthe Internal AffuirsMinister _ 

commissioned 
The State Minister of Trade, Gen Wil­

son Mbadi, held a consultative meeting 
on February 17 between millers and the 
Bunyoro SUgarcane furmers'Cooperative 
Union leaders, but the stakeholders dis­
agreed on the location of weigh bridges. 

Consequently the minister directed the 
Resident District Commissioner (RDC) 
of Masindi to convene a meeting of the _ 
district security committee with millers 
and the cooperative union which sat on 
the February 24 and 26 to harmonise on 
the relocation ofweigh bridges. 

The meeting agreed with the reloca­
tion of the weigh bridges to Mijeera and .• ~ 
Nakitoma in nakasongola district or Ka­
fu in Kimengo sub-county, Masindi Dis­
trict. 

The proposed locations from sugar in­
dustry stakeholders in Masin~ and the 
Masindi ·District council resolutions will 
be submitted to the minister of trade for 
consideration andfurther guidance. 

"The minute extract from the district 
council be given to the district chairper­
sonfor submission to the Trade minister 
by.Thu:rsday.(tQday),"Mr Kiirya said 
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