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New ward at Kakuuto brings hope

The new structure at
Kakuuto Health Centre
IV is a stark of the old
ward and has restored

hope to the residents of

Kakuuto and beyond.

BY AMBROSE MUSASIZI

esidents of Kakuuto County and
the surrounding areas in Kyotera
District have every reason to :
smile following the commission-

ing of amodern general ward at Kakuu- : =
to Health Centre IV. The new structure, :

valued at approximately Shs500m,isal-
ready transforming health service de-

livery in the border community.

For years, patients feared being ad- =
mitted at the facility due to the state of @ *
the old general ward. The aging struc- :
ture, visibly worn out and fragile, had :
become a source of anxiety rather than

comfort.

“It was in a very sorry state” Dr Ed- :
ward Muwanga, the district health of- :
ficer, said. “Many people were afraid :
to be hospitalised there because the :
building was too old. Some even feared :
it could collapse while they were inside. :
That is not the environment we want :

for our patients.”

As a result, many residents opted for :
private clinics despite the high costs, :
while others travelled long distances :
to health facilities in neighbouring dis- :
tricts. Some sought care in Rakai Dis- :
trict,while others went as far as Kalisizo :
General Hospital. The journeys not on- :
ly delayed treatment but alsoincreased :
expenses for already vulnerable fami- :
lies

“With the new ward, we expect to
see a big reduction in unnecessary re- :
ferrals,” Dr Muwanga explained.“The
government invested about Shs500m
in this project to ensure people access
safe and dignified healthcarenearerto

While the new general ward marks

. asignificant milestone, challenges re- -
. main. Dr Musoke pointed out that the
. maternity ward is still in a dilapidated
- state and does not match health centre
. ¢ IVstandards.

“Our maternity ward is small and old,

yet it handles many deliveries every

% week Weurgently need a new materni-
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their homa:’

The new general ward stands in sharp
- contrast to the previous structure. Spa-
cious, well-ventilated, and fitted with :
modern sanitation facilities, the build-
ing has restored confidence among :
patients and staff alike. Unlike the old
ward, where patients had to use bath- :
rooms outside the building, the new fa-
cility has internal bathrooms, improv-

ing hygiene and patient comfort.

. Sarah Nantongo, a resident of Kakuu-
. toTown,recently had her son admitted :
to the new ward. She could not hide her

relief.
“Before, we feared coming here for ad-
mission,” she said.“When my son was

sick last year, we went to a private clinic %

andspentalot ofmnney'nﬁstime,lfelt
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The new general ward stands in
sharp contrast to the previous
structure. Spacious, well-venti-

nitation facilities, the building
has restored confidence among
patients and staff alike. Unlike
the old ward, the new ward has
internal bathrooms, improving
hygiene and patient comfort.

safebmxgmghnnhereThenewwardls
. clean and secure”

Another resident, Joseph Sseman- :

da, noted:that the new facility has :

: ber for any health centre IV, and it re-
stafﬁng

¢ty structure to ensure safe deliveries for
: mothers and babies,”he said.”

Staffing is another pressing concern.

3 Under the standard structure, a health
. centre IV is expected to have a senior

medical officer, a medical superinten-
dent, and at least four medical officers,

: among other health workers. However,
<= ' Kakuuto currently operates with only
- onedoctor.

“The approved staffing structure for

. the new setup is 133 staff members,

but we are operating at only about 33
percent of that,” Dr Musoke revealed.
“That gap puts a lot of pressure on the

¢ few available health workers, especially

now that we have expanded infrastruc-
ture” .
The Chairperson of the Health Cen-

¢ tre Management Committee, Mr John-
- son Lwondo, described the new ward
. asatestament to what can be achieved
. through collaboration between the gov-
" : ernment and the community.
: eased the financial burden on families. :
: “Transport to Rakai or Kalisizo was ex- :
: pensive, especially for patients who
- needed frequent reviews. Now, we save :
¢ that money and still receive good care :
- hereathome”
lated, and fitted with modernsa- - :

“This general award is a big achieve-
ment for us,” Mr Lwondo said. “For a
long time, we have been lobbying for
better facilities. We thank the govern-
ment for responding to our cries. How-

: ever,infrastructure aloneis not enough.
¢ Situated near the Uganda-Tanzania :
. border, Kakuuto Health Centre IV al- :
¢ so serves people from across the bor- :
. der.Dr Aloysius Musoke, the medical su- :
: perintendent, said: “Being a border fa- :
: cility, we attend to many people,includ-
: ing some from Tanzania who present :
. themselves as Ugandan nationals.”He
: added: “On average, we see about 500
patients every week. That is a big num- :
: ly improved service delivery but al-
: quires adequate infrastructure and :
¢ healthcare,

We need more staff and staff houses so
health workers can stay near the facility
and provide timely services.”

He added that the board will contin-
ue advocating for additional funding to
address the maternity ward and staff-
ing gaps.

Despite the challenges, the mood in
Kakuuto is overwhelmingly positive.

The new general ward has not on-

so restored dignity and trust in public



