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Butambala leaders decry 
inadequate road funding 
BY SADAT MBOGO 

BUTAMBALA. Residents and 
motorists in Butambala District are 
struggling with badly damaged roads 
marked by deep potholes and sections 
that become impassable during the 
rainy season. 

The poor state of the roads has driven 
up vehicle maintenance costs, turning 
routine travel into a challenge. 

The complaints grew louder on 
Tuesday after distri-ct officials 
inspected several ongoing and 
completed road projects, amid rising 
frustration over limited fimding from 
the Uganda Road Fund. 

Butambala District Chairperson 
Rashidah Namboowa and Butambala 
District Woman MP Aisha Kabanda 
toured key stretches, including the 
completed 6kIn Lugala-Kajjoolo Road, 
the 8kIn Bulo-Bugobango corridor, the 
8km Sseggabi-Namiryango section, 
and other feeder roads, together with 

selected government employees. 
The leaders voiced profound dismay 

at the persistent underfimding, which 
they said-has severely hampered 
routine maintenance and left critical 
community access routes in poor ' 
condition. 

Ms NamboQwa highlighted tf~t 
the district received a combined 
Shs183m from the Road Fund for 
the first two quarters of the financial 
year, an amount.' barely sufficient to 
rehabilitate roughly six kilometres of 
road. 

That is despite the need to serve the 
entire district with sub-counties like 
Budde, Bulo, Kalamba, Ngando, and 
town councils such as Gombe and 
Kibibi. 

"This money is peanuts compared 
to what is spent on indiViduals 
in government. Why doesn't this 
government prioritise social services 
like roads?"she questioned pointedly. 

She added that · even with an _ 
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now takes 
twice as long 
due to the bad 
roads. Vehicles 
get stuck, and 
we lose fresh 
vegetables. Our 
school children 
also struggle 
to get to class 
on time in the 
rainy season. _ 
These feeder 
roads despera­
tely needmore 
funding. 
-MsSarah 
Nakato, a small­
scale trader in 
Ngando 
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hazardous. My 
car's suspen­
sion has broken 
twice this year 
alone. Without 
increased Road 
Fund support, 
these roads 
will deteriorate 
further, hitting 
everyone's . 
livelihoods in 
Butambala 
hard. 
- Mr John 1Gz­
za. a frequent 
traveller on the 
Sseggabi-Na­
miryango route 

additional conditional grant of about 
ShS1b, the resources fall far short of 
tackling the district's extensive road 
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network challenges. 
"Butambala doesn't own an 

excavator, only borrowing one when 
need arises. The equipment given to us 
was supposed to last five years, but ours 
is now eight years old,"Ms Namboowa 
explained to this reporter. 

Equipment breakdoWn 
She noted that frequent breakdowns 

and costly repairs, often requiring 
major overhauls at regional workshops, 
drain resources and delay operations, 
yet locals blame the district for shoddy 
work. 

Ms Namboowa appealed to the 
central g<?vernment to substantially 
boost rmid maintehance allocations 
-and urgently supply nioaern 
equipment, beginning with an 
excavator, to enhance service delivery. 

MP Kabanda also stressed 
. the importance of community 
participation in safeguarding roads, 
observing that some residents 
deliberately obstruct drainage 
channels to keep water off their 
farms or homesteads, hastening road 
degradation. 

The local road users also voiced 
similar grievancess. 
Mr Ibrahim Ssenyonga, a boda boda 

rider in Kalamba, said: "These roads are 

destroying our motorcycles. Potholes 
force us to crawl along, and in the. 
rain, some parts become completely 
impassable. We spend more on repairs 
than fuel, yet passengers grumble 
about high fares. The government 
must do better." 

Both leaders and residents called for 
immediate government action to halt 
the decline, restore connectivity, and 
safeguard economic prospects in the 
district. ~ . 
. Butambala District's road network 
is approximately 206 kilometres, 
comprising 144 kIn of district roads 
and 62 kIn of Gombe and Kibibi Town 
Council roads, all surfaced with gravel. 
Community access roads, not 

captured in this total, are estimated 
to stretch several hundred kilometres 
further, also predominantly gravel. 

The only tarmacked section in the 
district is part of the Mpigi-Kanoni -
national road, a 6S-km stretch 
traversing Mpigi, Butambala, and 
Gomba districts, with an estimated 2(}-
30 kIn falling within Butambala. 

According to Ms Namboowa, using 
Ministry of Works and Transport 
guidelines for periodic maintenance 
of gravel roads, rehabilitating the 206 
kms alone would demand roughly 
ShsS.S6b. 
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New ward at Kakuuto brings hope 
The new structure at 
Kakuuto Health Centre 
~V is a stark of the old 
ward and has restored 
hope to the residents of 
Kakuuto and beyond. 

~. 

BY AMBROSE MUSASIZI 

R
esidents ofKakuuto County and 
the surrounding areas in Kyotera 
District have every reason to 
smile following the commission­

ing of a modern general ward atKakuu­
to Health Centre Iv. The new structure, 
valued at approximately ShsSOOID,is al­
ready transfonning health service de­
livery in the border co~unity. 

For years, patients feared being ad­
mitted at the facility due to the state of 
the old general ward. The aging struc­
tUre, visibly worn out and fragile, had 
become a source of anxiety rather than 
comfort. 

"It was in a very sorry state," Dr Ed­
warg Muwanga, the district health of­
ficer, said. "Many people were afraid 
to be hospitalised there because the 
building was too old. Some even feared 
it could collapse while they were inside. 
That is not the environment we want 
for our patients." 

As a result, many residents opted for 
private clinics despite the high costs, 
while others travelled long distances 
to health facilities in neighbouring dis­
tricts. Some sought care in Rakai Dis­
trict, while others went as far as Kalisizo 
General Hospital. The journeys not on­
ly delayed treatment but also increased 
expenses for already vulnerable fami­
lies. 

"With the new ward, we expect to 
see a big reduction in unnecessary re­
ferrals,"Dr Muwanga explained. "The 
government invested about ShsSoom 
in this project to ensure people access 
safe and dignified healthcare:nearer to 

The new general ward has brought joy to communities in Kakuuto and Mutukula areas. PHOTO/AMBROSE MUSASIZI 

their homes~ 
The new general ward stands in sharp 

contrast to the previous structure. Spa­
cious, well-ventilated, and fitted with 
modern sanitation facilities, the build­
ing has restored confidence among 
patients and staff alike. Unlike the old 
ward, where patients had to use bath­
rooms outside the building, the new fa­
cility has internal bathrooms, improv­
ing hygiene and patient comfort. 

Sarah Nantongo, a resident ofKakuu­
to Town,recently had her son admitted 
to the new ward. She could not hide her 
relief 

"Before, we feared coming here for ad­
mission," she said. "When my son was 
sick last year, we went to a private clinic 
and spent alot ofmoney.Thistime,lfelt 

FACILITY STATUS 

The new general ward stands in 
sharp contrast to the previous 
structure. Spacious, well-venti­
lated, and fitted with modern sa- . 
nitation facilities, the building 
has restored ponfidence among 
patients and staff alike. Unlike 
the old ward, the new ward has 
'internal bathrooms, improving 
hygiene and patient comfort. 

safe bringing him here. The new ward is 
clean and secure." 

Another resident, Joseph Sseman­
da, noted_that the-new facility has 

eased the financial burden on families. 
"Transport to Rakai or Kalisizo was ex­
penSive, especially for patients who 
needed frequent reviews. Now, we save 
that money and still receive good care 
here at home." 

Situated near the Uganda-Tanzania 
border, Kakuuto Health Centre IV al­
so serves people from across the bor­
der.Dr Aloysius Musoke, the medical su­
perintendent, said: "Being a border fa­
cility, we attend to many people,includ· 
ing some from Tanzania who present 
themselves as Ugandan nationals." He 
added: "On average, we see about soo 
patients every week. That is a big num­
ber for any health centre Iv, and it re­
quires adequate infrastructure and 
staffing." 

While the new general ward marks 
a significant milestone, challenges re- --­
main. Dr Musoke pointed out that the 
maternity ward is still in a dilapidated 
state and does not match health centre 
IV standards. 

"Our maternity ward is small and old, 
yet it handles many deliveries every 
week. We urgently need a newmaterni­
ty structure to ensure safe deliveries for 
mothers and babies,"he said." 

Staffing is another pressing concern. 
Under the standard structure, a health 
centre IV is expected to have a senior 
medical officer, a medical superinten­
dent, and at least four medical officers, 
among other health workers. However, 
Kakuuto currently operates with only ' 
one doctor. 

"The approved staffing structure for 
the new setup is 133 staff members, 
but we are operating at only about 33 
percent of that," Dr Musoke revealed. 
"That gap puts a lot of pressure on the 
few available health workers, especially 
now that we have expanded infrastruc­
ture." 

The Chairpei:son of the Health Cen­
tre Management Committee,Mr John­
son Lwondo, described the new ward 
asa testament to what can be achieved 
through collaboration between the gov­
ernment and the community. 

"This general award is a big achieve­
ment for us," Mr Lwondo said. "For a 
long time, we have been lobbying for 
better facilities. We thank the govern­
ment for responding to our cries. How­
ever,infrastructure alone is not enough. 
We need more staff and staffhouses so .. ~ 
health workers can stay near the facility 
and provide timely services." 

He added that the board will contin­
ue advocating for additional fimdingto 
address the maternity ward and staff­
inggaps. 

Despite the challenges, the mo_od in 
Kakuuto is overwhelmingly positive. 

The new general ward has not on­
ly improved service delivery but al­
so restored dignity and trust in public 
healthcare. 
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