Ban on automatic
promotion welcome

he decision to halt automatic promotion in schools, as

announced by State minister for Primary Education

‘Joyce Kaducu, is a timely and courageous intervention in

Uganda’s education system. The minister said children
must be promoted gn merit. At a time when concerns about
declining learning outcomes have grown clearer, the move sig-
nals a return to a fundamental principle: education must be
anchored in merit,and measurable progress.

The automatic promotion had quietly eroded the integrity of
classroom achievement. While it was often justified as a way to
reduce dropout rates and avoid congesting many students in
the class as a result of repeating classes, given the limited capi-
tation grant from the government, it has produced unintend-
ed consequences.

Many pupils have advanced from one class to the next with-
out fully grasping foundational skills in literacy and numera-
cy. The result is a widening gap between
grade level and actual competence. This
is a disservice not only to the learners

decisions.
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Education must equip learners with
- ——competence; confidence; and critical—
thmkmg skﬂls These cannot be manufactured through ad-
ministrative decisions. They are earned through effort, guid-
ance, and demonstrated understanding. Learners must inter-
nalise the value of hard work and personal responsibility; vir-
tues that extend beyond the classroom into aduithood.

‘Failure to meet promotion standards is not a death sentence.
It is a second chance.In many successful education systems
worldwide, repetition is used strategically to consolidate learn-
ing where necessary. When properly supported by teachers,
parents, and school administrators, repeating a class can re-
build confidence and strengthen academic performance. It al-
lows learners to mature, revisit difficult concepts,and develop
at their own pace.

By reaffirming the principle that progression must be
earned, Ms Kaducu has reignited a critical national conversa-
tion about standards, and excellence in education. Merit as-
sures every child that their promotion reflects real achieve-
ment. And when a learner must repeat a class, it sends a mes-
sage that education matters too much to be rushed.




