
~Iverbac~s return ~ome after travel aisru~tion 
By Chrispus· Baluku tion forced the federation to 
............................. --.............. arrange more expensive al- . 
Uganda's Silverbacks ternative routes for the local 
returned home safely on players. Some international 
Tuesday after being stranded players, including Jonathan 
in Egypt follOwing the first Komagum, who was due to 
window of the FIBA Basket- move from Syria to Qatar, 
ball World Cup 2027 African were unaffected, with their 
Qualifiers in Alexandria. flights via Istanbul remaining 
The team was initially intact. 

scheduled to fly out on On the court, Uganda faced 
Monday night via Dubai a tough campaign, finishing 
International AirPort, but bottom of Group D with a-; 
escalating tensions between 0-3 record after losses to 
United States and Israeli war Angola, Mali, and Egypt. 
with Iran forced the closure . The Silverbacks opened with 
of much of the Middle East a 90-68 defeat to African 
airspace, disrupting flights champions Angola, followed 
and leaving the Silverbacks by an 84-73 loss to Mali, and 
stranded. concluded with a heavy 91-
Team mana'ger Albert 52 defeat to Egypt. 

Ahabwe confirmed that an Nike Sibande was one of 
emergency plan was imple- Uganda's standout per-
mented to secure alternative fonners, scoring 15 points 
travel arrangements. with seven assists and four 
"The Silverbacks' local rebounds against Angola, 

contingent took a direct flight 22 points against Mali, and 
from Cairo to Entebbe, arriv- 11 points with 10 rebounds 
ing safely on Tuesday morn- against Egypt, adding three 
ing,» Ahabwe explained. The assists and two steals. Deng 
foreign-based players were Geu contributed 17 points 
supposed to depart Alexan- and 12 rebounds versus 
dria for their destinations on Angola, while captain Robin-
Tuesday night or Wednesday son Opong scored 24 points 
morning. The travel disrup- against Mali. 

-lira Golf Club hostS secondjunior clinic 
.~y' .~.~~~ael Nsubuq~ ............. . 

With the Uganda Golf 
Union keen on developing 
the game among Uganda's 
youth, many golf clubs in 
the country have stepped up 
efforts to ensure the game is 
taught to youngsters at an 
early age. Uganda has pro­
duced a number of young­
siers who have not only gone 
on to represent the country 
but have also dispelled the 
myth that golf is a sport for 
the rich.and old. Several cor­
porate companies have also 
realigned Theirsupport for 
the sport by incorporating 
support to junior tourna­
ments as part of their CSR 
activities, creating a foun­
dation for further growth. 
The Tooro Golf Club, Lugazi 
Hills Golf and Country ClUb, 
Entebbe qub, and Uganda 
Golf Club, among others, 

continue to produce talent 
that will surely keep the 
sport alive for generations. 
Notto be left out, the Lira 
Golf Club recently, for the 
second time, also held a 
clinic for the youngsters in 
the region to ensure young 
blood can replace the ageing 
seniors in northern Uganda. 
According to the lady cap­
tain of the Lira Golf Club, 
Jennifer Opio, 26 juniors 
graced the Lira Juniors golf 
clinic and tournament held 
thereafter. 

"We would want to take 
golf in Lira to another level. 
This is good for continuity. I 
would like to thank the cap­
tain of the Lira Golf Club, 
Joshua Odongo; tournament 
director Polycarp Ogwal; 
coach Robert Abiriga; an(l 
the parents for trusting us 
with their children,» she 
stated. 
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Ugandan crews flagged off ahead of Safari Rally Tressledduffiphs 
By Gerald Kikulwe 
•••• •• ~ ............. . .. . .. . .... u ..... . ........ ......... . 

Three Ugandan rally crews 
have vowed to deliver stand­
out performances as they were 
officially flagged off ahead 
of the 2026 Safari Rally, the 
third round of the World Rally 
Championship (WRC), set for 
March 12-15 in Naivasha, 
Kenya. 

Regarded as one of the 
toughest and most prestigious 
rallies globally, the Safari Ral­
ly dlallenges drivers not' only 
on speed but also endurance, 
mechanical reliability, and 
tactical precision. 
. Leading Uganda's charge is 

the flamboyant and accom­
plished Duncan Mubiru, pop­
ularly known as Kikankane, 
who will be navigated by the 
experienced Joseph Kamya in 
a Subaru Impreza WRX STI. 
Joining him is Oscar Ntambi 
with co-driver Uthumaan 
Muhamad in a Mitsubishi Evo 
10, while Timothy Gawaya, 
nC\vigated by Francis Wamala, 
completes the trio in a Seat 
Ibiza. "We call upon all rally 
fans, both at home and in the 
diaspora, to support us. This is 
a world-class event with some 
of the fastest and most skilled 

.~y. .~.~~~.~~! .. ~.~~.~~9.~ ............... . 
The Uganda national golf 
team is hoping to replicate last 
year's performance at the Mt. 
Kipipiri Golf Resort in Naiva­
sha, where they beat Kenya to 
win their second ~ictoria Cup, 
at this year's edition presented 
by NCBA Bank at Entebbe 
Club, March 5-7. 

Uganda beat Kenya by three 
and a half points (14.5-11.5) 
to win the event for the 
second time since their last 
victory in Kampala in 2019. 
The Ugandans, who trail in 
the two-nation series 5-2, now 
have an opportunity to do it 
again on home soil, with both 
the coach and team captain 
exuding confidence ahead of 
today's action at the par-71 
Entebbe course. 

Lieutenant Flavia Namaku­
la, the National Team coach, 
said the team is ready for the 
match-play competition, with 
all pairings now sharpened 
for the job. "We have gone 
through all the pairings, and 
we have a team of young guys 
who are really hungry for 
success. I am sure, and I trust 
them, and I believe that we 
are going to defend our title,» 
Namakula said. 

"We have already gone 
through all the possible sce-

Chebet (L) flags off Duncan 'Kikankane' Mubiru at Lugogo 

drivers on the planet. Our 
goal is to compete relentlessly 
and secure strong pOSitions 
while carrying the Ugandan 
flag with pride,» the crews 
stated. 

Mubiru, Ntambi, and 
Gawaya will compete in the 
ARC2 category, the second 
tier of the African Rally Cham­
pionship (ARC), a division 
that has grown in competitive­
ness and prestige. Uganda's 
representation is further bol­
stered by reigning ARC cham­
pion Yasin Nasser, paired 
with co-driver Ali Katumba in 
a Ford Fiesta MK2. Though 
absent at the send-off, Nasser 

narios of the match play for­
mat. And I believe that we are 
strong enough to defend the 
title. There is a lot of pressure 
being a first-time captain, but 
I'm ready for the experience," 
team captain John Musiimenta 
added. 

Apart from Joseph Cwinyaai, 
Titus Okwong, and Anthony 
Otukei, who are not on the 
team, Namakula has main­
tained last year's squad, a mix 
of young blood and expe­
rience for the job. Andrew 
Ssekibejja, Amon Bwainbale, 
and Godfrey Kambale are 
the new faces on the team 
from last year. The rest are 
Abdallah Kakooza, Joseph 
Reagan Akena, Abdu Kakeeto, 

remains central toUganda's 
Safari Rally ambitions. 

The crews were flagged off 
at the National Council of 
Sports (NCS) headquarters in 
Kampala by Assistant General 
Secretary for Technical Affairs, 
Milton Chebet, and Hamid 
Gombe of the Federation of 
Motorsport Clubs of Uganda 
(FMU). Each crew received 
Shs 10m to support logistics 
and preparations for the 
demanding rally. 

Spanning 1,192.92 km with 
350.02 km of competitive spe­
cial stages, the Naivasha rally 
tests drivers with unforgiving 
gravel. 

Elton Thembo, Joseph Kasozi, 
and Peter Mayende. Kenya 
has fielded John Lejirmah 
(captain), Elvis Muigua, Isaac 
Makokha, Junaid Manji, Kevin 
Anyien, Mwathi Gicheru, .. 
Daniel Kiragu, Ebill Omollo, 
Tsevi Soni, and Yuvraj Rajput. 
The event will feature two 
rounds of the foursomes and 
four-ball-better-ball over 36 
holes (four pairs against four) 
before the final singles round 
on Saturday. Last year, Ugan­
da stood out in the four-ball 
better-ball format, earning 3.5 
points while allowing only 0.5. 
Uganda was also 4-0 in the 
foursomes and squared 'it;out . 
2-2 with their opponents in . G 
the fourballs. 

.~y. . ~.i.~~.~~.I .. ~.~!-:1.~~.9.~ ............... . 
British sailor Marcus Tressler 
of Naivasha Yacht Club won ' 
this year's Uganda Laser 
Open, emerging victorious 
after a demanding weekend of 
racing in highly variable and 
testing conditions on Lake __ 
Victoria. This year's event --"y 

saw 29 competitors racing in 
the International Laser Class 
Association (ILCA) (formerly 
Laser) dinghies across three 
rig categories: ILCA 7, ILCA 
6, and ILCA 4 (previously 
known as Standard, Radial, 
and 4.7, respectively). Sailors 
travelled from Uganda, 
Kenya, Tanzania, and the 
Netherlands, with participants 
representing nationalities 
as diverse as Estonia and 
Venezuela, underlining the 
event's growing international 
profile. 

After nine races, Tressler 
secured the overall Uganda 
Laser Open title. Fellow 
Naivasha Yacht Club sailor 
Daniel Francis claimed 
second place, while Uganda's 
Kim Bowerman of VNSC 
completed the podium in 
third. The regatta program 
ran from Friday through 
Sunday, with sailors aiming 
to complete a full nine-race 
series. 

Friday's opening two races 
were sailed in light, unsettled 
winds accompanied by 
rain, immediately testing 
competitors' patience and 
tactical awareness. .- ~-

Saturday began dramatically 
as a storm front swept across 
the lake, bringing strong 
winds that eased during the 
morning races. Shifts of more 
than 90 degrees demanded -' 
constant adjustment and 
sharp deciSion-making. 
In the afternoon, a fading 
breeze raised concerns that 
racing might be abandoned . . 
However, the fleet remained 
focused arid resilient, 
completing two further 
shortened races despite near- ~ -
calm conditions. 

Sunday provided classic 
Lake Victoria variety. The 
first race featured moderate 
easterly winds that veered 
Significantly southwards, 
challenging boat handling and 
tactical judgment. 
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