
::> 
DA LY MONITOR I FRIDAY, MARCH 6, 2026 

. l . 

www:monitor.co.ug 

Ismaili,NiIe and Kifaru send early warning signals 
BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

CUMEN'S ",O-:PVER LeAGUE 
Matchday One - Results 
Gold OMsiQ{L ~ __ _ 
GM Sugar beat JACC by 2 
wickets<-:=-_:--~ ~ __ 
Tornado Bees beat Ceylon Lions 
by 63 runs 
Silver DiyijlQll. • ~ _ 
Nile CC beat St. John's SS by 
BlJIlO$::-__ --,-___ _ 
Ismajli Community beat 
Avengers by 757 runs 
Wanderers vs Soroti City 
AlLan.do"-'n=ed"--__ ___ _ 
Brome DMsIoJ\ ' . 
Centurion A-lJeaf @inga tcby' 
130 runs 
CenturioL.n-'C::-:C::-b;-"e-a~t ~M:-u;-ko-n-o--
Development by 47 runs 
Kifaru CC beat Africa CC by 224 
runs(QL~S~)~~~ ____ __ 
Jinja SS won by forfeit vs 

PremierCC 

KAMPALA. The h eadline 
act in Gold came at GM Sugar 
Ground where the newly pro­
moted hosts showed nerves of 
steel to chase down 200 against 
JACC. Kenneth Waiswa's all­
round brilliance (65 & 5/25) 
nearly sealed if for JACC, but 
GM Sugar's lower order h eld 
finn to clinch victory with nine 
balls to spare. 

At Lugogo; Tornado Bees· 
flexed early muscle. Roger . 
Mukasa's.electric 57 off 39 balls 
powered them to 200 before 
Suleman Sharif's 4/30'disman­
tied Ceylon Lions in clinical 
fashion. 

Silver surge . . 
- Silver division served batting 
fireworks. Nile CC rode on Chris 
Yussuf Namuhoranye's majes-

Bllti. Riazat Ali Shah blasted 
159 off 97 balls to fire Ismaili 
Community to a crushing 151-
run win. PHOTO/COURTESY 

tic unbeaten 123 to crush St. 
John's SS by 81 runs in a short~ 
ened cOntest. 

Meanwhile at Kamengo, Ria­
zat Ali Shah lit up the Serenity 
Oval with a breathtaking 159 
off 97 balls as Ismaili Commu­
nity hammered Avengers by 

. ' 151 runs - the most dominant 
.. rusplayoftheweekenci. 

Bronze blitz , 
Bronze belonged to Kifaru CC, 

.:Devansl}. ~atel's commanding . 

. 127 propclJ.ed them to 28212 be­
fore they steamrolledAfrica CC 
for 64 in a brutal224-run (DIL) 

-statement win. _ 
Centurion A and Centurion 

CC also opened 'with convinc- ' 
ingvictories, wlille Jinja SS ben- •. ' 
efited from a Premier CC forfeit 

Opening weekend was lit up 
by three commanding tons. 
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How Silverbacks players 
-fared in dismal Alexandria 

Poor·Campaign. Uganda's Silverbacks 
ended the first phase of the FIBA Bas­
ketball World Cup African Qualifiers on a 
sour note, losing all three Group D games 
in Alexandria to Angola, Mali, and Egypt. 

BY EMANZI NDYAMUHAKI 

FlBABAsKETBAU WORLD 
CUP AFRICAN QUALIFIERS 
uganda's results 

Angola 90-68 Uganda 

Uganda 73-84 Mali 

Uganda 52-91 Egypt 

Table standings 

M~II: 3-0 
An..g9la ... : ~~__ 2-1 

Egypt: 2-=---'.1 __ 

Uganda:'--__ _ 

Three games pl.iJ.yed. Three 
games lost. That is the re­
port card for the Silver­
backs from the recently 

concluded first phase of the Fi­
ba Basketball World CUp African 

. Qualifiers. 
Despite travelling early to Al­

exandria, Egypt and holding a 
.week-long training camp, Man­

Nike Sibande, Uganda's new 
found naturalized talent, was 
the team's first option on of­
fence and led the charge,seoring 
IS' against Angola in his debut 
game and racking up 22 in the 
loss to Mali. The American went 
cold against Egypt but still man­
aged to score 11, ensuring a dou­
ble~ digit record in every game 
he played. 

Averaging 16 p oints, 7.7 re~ 
bounds and 6:7 assists, Sibande 
was Uganda's best player. 
In momentS, Sibande proved 

unplayable in transition and 
shot 14-for-25 from two~point 
range. His output from the 
three-point line is something 
that must be better in games to 
come, having only shot three~ 
for-16 from downtown. 

Being a new member of the 
team, the 27-year-old will be ex~ · 
peeted to develop more chemis­
try with the rest in future. 

dy Juruni's charges left the stage Deng Geu is now among the 
bottom of Group D following de- veterans of the team alongside 

- feats to Angola, Mali and Egypt captain Robinson Opong. 
Uganda's campaign started Geu's best game came against 

with a 90-68 thump- .---. Angola as he re-
ing by reigning Afri- corded a dou-
can champions Ango- ble-double of 17 
la and was followed by points and 12 re-
an 84-73 loss to Mali. bounds. 

Sibande not enough 
The clash with 

Egypt in the last game 
turned out to be a fight 
of avoiding bottom place - but 
ultimately, Egypt savedi ace by -
wiping the floor with their Zone 

. V cOUnterpatti'iri a 91-=$ivictory. 

He went on to 
. score 13 and 14 

points against Ma­
li and Egypt respec­
tively. Shooting 16-

for-51 from the field, the 29-year­
old averaged 14.7 points in the 
three games. 

Uganda's other offensive weap-

Sibande Surge. Uganda's offensive spark Nike Sibande averaged 16 
points per game in Alexandria. PHOTO/COURTESY ~ FIBA AFR ICA 

on was skipper Opong, who recov­
ered from a dismal three points 
against Angola to 24 in the clash 
with Mali. ShoQting nine-for-19 
from downtown, Opong avera&ed 
12.7 points in the three games and 
was a hot hand when Uganda need­
edoffence. 

Long way to go 
Going by their experience, the trio 

of Fayed Baale, Titus Lual and Pe­
. ter Obleng was expected to provide 
a bit of quality, especially off the 
~ch. 

But Baale was the team's starting 
point guard and struggled to irn­
p~,especiallyagainstAngola and 
Mali. where he failed to take care of 
the basketball. 

With an average of three points, 
two reboUnds and one assist, the 
City Oilers point guard was far 
from his best. His teammate Lu­
al only managed nine points and 
two rebounds in the three games 
while Namuwongo Blazers'forward 
Obleng had 17 minutes against An­
gola and managed nine points and 
tlln!"e rebounds. 
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Finest, Buk~dea Comprehens ive celebrate the ir boys' 
; football trophy at the Elite Games in Bombo. PHOTO / 

.;. MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

Elite Schools Games: 
~ukedea Comprehensive 
dominates in Bombo 
BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

GOLD 
MEDALS&' 
M 

KAMPALA. Bukedea Comprehen-
sive School (BCS) were the standout RuJby 75 (0): 

I NkomaSS 
performers at last weekend's Elite Sunday Anirwoth 
Games, organized by Uganda Second- (Nkoma) I 
ary Schools Sports Association (USS- 'Ru&IJy 7, (B): 
SA) at Janan SS,Bombo. London Col. I 
It was the kind of championship Gerald Malekha 

that allows schools to put in Some (London) I 
competit ive miles ahead of this , HandbaU (0): 

schoolterm's wnal and district quali- I Gombe SS I 
fiers to the USSSA Ball Games that are 'Flavia Nakawala 
due in May. (Gombe) I 

BCS bagged three gold medals in l H ~ 
the volleyball girls' and boys' catego~ I Gombe SS 
ries where they were led by most val- Trevor Hingabire 
uable players (MVPs) Hope Aponyo (Gombe) I 
and Joel Otim edge St. Elizabeth Girls , luketball 
and Standard High School Zana re- . L!3""'x3-..(0""') .... : ... M ... v'-ara--
spectively,plus boys'football. SS I Gat rude 

Group stages Nyamutoro 
(Mvara) I 

MVP Gabriel Oyiru opened the seor- Ltiaketball3x3 
ing for Mentor SS. They seemed des- (B): I Seroma CHS 
tined if their wins over Uganda Mar- I Frankli n Fondo 
tyrs High School (UMHS) Lubaga in (Seroma) I 
the semifinals, Kyaddondo SS in the , Basketball 
quarter finals, and Bukedea in the (0): I Smask 
group stages, were anything to go by. Shifrah Kiranda 
But BCS, who also won the Feasssa (Smask) I 
(Federation of East Africa Secondary 
School Sports Association) Games , Basketball (B): 

Buddo SS I 
last Au gust did well to stay in the Steven Ange 
game and were repaid by a late equal- (Buddo SS) I 
izer by Deus Niwaha to end the game 
1 ~ 1 in regulation time. ' .VoI ybaJI (0): -

In the ensuing shootouts,Bukedea's Bukedea CS I 
goalkeeper Andrew Okori stood out Hope Aponyo 
with two vital stops to ensure they (Bukedea CS) I 
W0n4-2. , V ybaJI 

(B): Bukedea 
Similar fate CS I Joel Otim 

KawempeMuslimsutIeredasimilar (Bukedea CS) I 
fate in girls'football as they fell 5-4 on I Netball: Buddo 
penalties against rivals St. Noa Girls SS I Rahuma 
School Zana. Brenda Nabawanuka Namuyomba 
missed her take against goalkeeper (Smask) I 
of the tournament Lillian Nakirya 'Football (0): 
while her teammates Agnes Nabu~ St. Noa Girls I 
kenya, Vanessa Namazzi, Tracy Na- Patricia Nayiga (St. 
balanzi, and Dorcus Kisakye convert- Noa) I 
ed.TournamentMVPPatriciaNayiga, I Football (B): 
Angel Dominic, Martha Babirye, Re- Bukedea CS I 
beccaNyakake,andEvelynKatusiiroe GabrielOyiru 
- all converted for national and re- (Mentor) I 
gional champions St. Noa to defend 
their title. 

But for girls' football, the main dis­
cussions were about player health 
and welfare as players from both 
schools and more had to deal with six 
Elite matches and Fufa Women Su­

- per League fixtures injust three days. .\ J1 • ~ ,L 
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