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The latest Uganda Na­
tional Bureau of Stan­
dards laboratory tests 
conducted on consign­
ments available found no 
safety breaches. 

Baby·foods on our.lllarket 
are safe~ UNBS reassures 

BY WALTER MWESIGYE 

T
he Uganda National Bureau of • 

. Standards (UNBS) has assured the • 
public that baby formula products : 
currently available on the Ugan- : 

dan market are safe for consumption. • 
. The UNBS reassurance follows grow- : 
ingc6ncem among parents, coming hot • 
on the heels eflastn;llDth's global recall • 
of selected brandS ofrnanufactured, nu- • 
tritious baby food over safety concerns. : 

Food manufacturers Danone and : . 
Nestle recalled specific batches of in- • 
fant formula, including Aptamil, Cow : 
& Gate, and SMA, over possible contam- : 
illation. But officials frt>m the govem- • 
ment's standards agency said all baby • 
formula imports undergo strict quali- : 
ty checks before being clearedfor sale in • 
the country. . : 

UNBS officials said their laboratory • 
tests conducted on consignments avail- . 
able ip Uganda found no safety breach­
es, and the spe<;ific batches under recall 

Manufacturers Danone and Nestle 
have since indicated that the affect­
ed batdles were produced some time 
ago and are unlikely to still be on retail 
shelves. 

Why baby fOods 
Pediatricians in Uganda say infantfor­

mula remains acritical option for moth­
ers who cannot breastfeed their ba­
bies, particularly for preterm infants or 
those with medical complications. 

Dr Miriam Apio, a pediatrician at Case 
Hospital, said the hospital has not re­
corded any cases of infants presenting 
with symptoms linked to the recalled 
products. 

are not present on the localmarl<:et. • "Officials from UNBS and the International Organisation for Standardisation conduct a stakeholder workshop on the 
ar~::~:=~~~:~~ ·:' coffee' sector on February 17. The focus was on market standards and conformity assessment. PHOTO/UNBS 

"Werecommendbreastmilkandwere 
working with organisations that pro­
vide us with donor breast milk for our 
babies here at Case hospital, but in my 
practice, I know there are circumstanc­
es where some mothers have totally 
failed to produce breast milk due to sev­
eralreasons ranging from disease, trau­
ma and stress or you have a baby born 
neartermand it's mother can't produce 
breast milk, in such difficult situations 
we advise the mother to alternatively 
use baby formula - a necessary evil- for 
the survival of the baby," Dr Apio said. 

designedforinfantsunder12months. • fant formula distributed across more 
Mr Hakim Mufumbiro, who is in • than60countries,promptingregulato­

charge of the development of.standards . ry agencies worldwide to conduct safety 
in the ar~ of food and agriculture as checksontheirmarl<:ets. 
well as managing certification services · In'Uganda, UNBS said it launched an 
at UNBS, on Wednesday, said the regu- : .. investigation immediately after it re-

• lator promptly initiated marl<:et surveil- • ceived the recall notice, working with 
lance immediately the recaJI was an- • importers and distributors to verify 
nounced. • whether any affected consignments 

"Our surveillance team swung into . had entered the country. 
action when the recall was first issued ~ _"Most of the baby formula foods are 
months ago. We were able to pick up : imported, and we test them rigorously 
samples on the market, and ~ prod- • through the pre-export verification of 
ucts were tested in our food safety labs, • conformity programmes because these 
which are accredited to t~t food prod- • products are meant for a very vulnera­
ucts and the results released did not • ble group. Therefore, the products must 
haveanysafetyimplications," he said. • meet the Ugandan standards," Mr Mu-

The recall Was triggered after traces of : fumbir9 said. 
cereulide, a toxin produced by the bac- : The standards body also emphasised 
terium bacillus cereus, were detected : that product recalls are a normal part 
iJpme batch of Aptamil First Infant For- • of global food safety systems intended 
mula in January. Hea,lth experts warn : toprotectconsumerswheneverapoten­
thatthetoxincancausesymptomssuch . tialriskisdetected . -
as vomiting and stomach cramps, par- ' "Ugandans should not be worried, the 
ticularly iIi infants whose immune sys- . only downside is that it is the brands 
tems are still developing. that are trading. on the market, but it 

The recall has affected 28 batches of in- may not be the batches that are being 

sold on the~ those aretwodiffer­
ent perspectives," he explained 

"The information from the manufac­
turers is that the recalls are specific to 
batches that were produced in a specific 
period because that is when the suspect­
ed products were produced. OUr sur­
veillance is undertaking the worl<: up to 
this week and checking most of the su­
permarl<:ets and pharmacies to confirm 
that the batches which are implicated 
arenotonthemarl<:~"headded .. -

HOW UNBS WORKS 

UNBS's work begins with 
setting the standards that guide 
safety checks and certification. 
·UNBS' mandate is three-fold; 
we have been able to establish 
the standards of infant fonnula 
commonly known as baby food for 
all the different ages, and we start 
here because; lIl the next steps 
and actions we undertake rely on 
the establishea standards," 

Ms Sylvia Kirabo, the Head of Market­
ing and Public Relations at UNBS; said 
the assessment done so far on the Ugan­
dan market has found that the formula 
milk on the shelves is safe for babies. 

"We have done preliminary market 
surveillance operations to look out for 
these particUlar batches and have not 
found any on our market. It's a contin­
uous process for us, and we shall alert 
the public in case of any future develop­
ments," Ms Kirabo said. 

Mr Hakim Mufumbiro, who is in 
charge of the development of 
standards in the area offood and 
agriculture as well as managing 
certification services at UNBS, 
said. The Food Standards Agency 
said some ofthe affected batch 
codes of SMA Infant Formula 
and Follow-on FONnula products 
include 51200017Y3, 51210017Y1, 
51250017Y1,51460017Y1, 
51710017Y1, and 5339.0346AB. 

She added that there have not been re­
ports of infants with symptoms linked 
to the cereulidetoxin so far. "Forushere 
at Case, we have not seen any upsurge 
of infants presentingwithnausea, vom­
iting and stomach cramps as indicated 
by UK's National Health Service adviso­
ry," she said. 

Health experts continue to encour­
age exclusive breastfeeding for the first 
six months, in line with recommenda­
tions by the World Health Organisation, 
and the Ministry ofHealth, noting that 
breast milk remains the safest and most 
nutritious feeding option for infants. 

UNBS said their market surveillance 
continues across the country to ensure 
all food products, including infant for­
mula, comply with national safety 
standards. The regulator is also urging 
parents, retailers, 9Ild distributors to re­
port any suspicious or expired baby for­
mula products as part of ongoing efforts 
to safeguard the health ofUgandan in-
fants. . 
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BY GODFREY MASIKO 

JINJA.A sombre mood enguIfedKiira 
Primary School in 1inja City after edu­
cation officials informed parents that 
66 pupils would have to repeatPrimary 
Seven following the cancellation of their 
Priinary Leaving Examination (pLE) re­
sults by the Uganda National Examina­
tions Board (Uneb) over suspiciously 
high and uniform performance in the 
Mat:bematics papeJ: 
Kiira Primary School, a govern­

ment·aided institution, 1w:I :initially 
emerged as the best-performing school 
in the city after all its 67 candidates re­
portedly obtained Division One.Howev­
eI;only one pupil's results were eventual­
lyreleased. 

Parents and pupils who had gathered 
in the schoolhallreportedly broke down 
in tears after learning that the decision 
would stand despite efforts by local ed­
.ucation authorities to haveit reconsid­
ered 

Tears as Uneb cancels PLEresults for 65 Jinja pupils 
Mr Paul Baliraine, the Jinja City Educa­

tion-Officer,said the city education de­
partment had-exhausted all available 
optionS in an attempt to have the deci-­
sionreviewed. 

had scored below 50 marl<:s. 
He said this pattern raised serious con­

cerns about the credibility of the results, 
noting that such uniform high perfor­

mance suggested that something 
could have gone wrong during "As the people in the city edu­

cation department, we have 
done whatever it takes, but 
our only route DOW is for 6,049 

, the examination process. 
Out of the 66 candidates 
who sat the-examinations 
atthecentre,results&65 
students were cancelled 

the pupils to repeat Pri· 
marySew!l, "MrBalirame 
said during a meeting 
with parents and pupils. 

PLE CANDIDATES 
FOR JINJA CITY ~~~ ... ~~~ . by Uneb. Only one stu­

Mr Baliraine indicated 
that an unusually high num­

IN2025 
denfs results wereupheld, 

although the case of that. 
particular candidate was not 

discussed during the meeting. ber of candidates scored excep­
tional marl<:s in Mathematics, with 
many obtaining 80 marl<:s and above. 

During the meeting, he reportedly 
asked several students to stand and pub­
licly state the marl<:s they obtained in the 
subject.None of the sampled students 

"We know our children are bright. 
What happened hurts us all, but we 
should not remain stuck on one issue. 
We have to .accept what has happened 
andmove on,"he said. 

However, several parents expressed 

frustration over the decision, arguing and you mow the challenges they fuce. I 
that the learners·should not suffer the wanted her to finish school quickliT,"she 
consequences of mistakes allegedly said. 
made by institutions. Mr Tonny Amooti, a resident of Kay-
~s Maimuna Namwanga, a parent itabawala, warned that such decisions 

from Budondo, said any punishment could have serious psychological effects 
'arising from examination irregularities onleamers. 
shoold ~theschool. "This situation can push children into 

"As parents, we plcwed our role. We depresSionore.ven worse.Jt has sbocked 
Should not be pmisbed again iJr-some- us asparems, '1lesaid. 
thing we did not cause,-sbesaid. 1be head teacher of Kiira Primary 

Another parent, Hadijja Nalugoda, a School,Ms Rose Nakisige, said the meet­
resident of Ambercourt, urged Uneb to ing was organised to brief parents and 
review how it handles cases of examina- pupils about the way forward. 
tion irregularities. "Uneb should change : "We organised this meeting to engage 
only the papers they question and reset • our parents and pupils and counsel. 
those examinations instead of cancel- them to remain finn and move forward 
ling a child's entire year,"she said. because they still have afuture,"she said. 

Ms Nalugoda also raised concerns The school hadSagreed that the pupils 
about the sOcial risks girls fuce if they are would repeat PLE following guidance 
forced to repeata class. from supervisors and the Jinja City edu-

"Ourchildrenhavegrown.Mineisagirl cation office. ;;: 
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