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~::~de~~~s~a:fa~i~:;~o ',1,. Wa. te r cris is hits K., 'f;aga ... ~. :,.di.: 
disease and economic . . :I 

hardship. 'Kakuniiro and Kibaale 
BY SEGUJJA BYOMUGABI ' , . ',.' . 
&. ALEX ASHABA 

R
esidents across the Greater 
Kibaale districts in Bunyoro 
Sub-region have raised concern 
over limited access to safe and 

clean 'water,saying the shortage contin­
ues to expose communities to disease 
and economic hardship. , 

The districts of Kagadi, Kibaale and : 
. KakuinirQ still record uneven access .: 
to safe water, with some sub-counties ~ 
posting alarmingly low coverage. Many • 
residents say they are foned to rely on : 
unsafe water sources shared With ani- : 
m~. • 

According to the Water Supply At- : 
las published by the Ministry of Water : 
and Environment, safe water coverage : 
stands at 31 percent in Kakurniro Dis- : 
trict, 57 percent in Kagadi and 65 per- : 
cent in Kibaale. The figures place Ka- : 
kurniro among the worst-affected dis- : 
tricts in the country. : 
In Kagadi District, water access var- : 

ies widely across sub-counties. Cover- : 
age ranges from as low as three percent : 
in Ndaiga Sub-county to 95 percent in : 

"" -.- ~ 

Kagadi Sub-county. Areas such as Ka- : 
bamba,~acwa,Kiryanga,Mpeefu and' ~ 
Rugashall ?ll regiSter less than 50 pet- .: Residents fetch water from Ndaiga Landing Site in Kagadi Di~rict. PHOTO! SEGUJJA BYOMUGABI. 
cent coverage: : 

NdaigaSub-countyremainsthemost · byunsafewater,"MrLeonardMasereka, ~ • in neighbouring Kibaale District, 
water-stressed area: The sub-county . a resi~ent,said. : which is horne to Finance minister Ma-
has a population oimore than 9,400 : : "3r --0 0'0'" .'- ,-. '"" tia ~asaija,resldents say universal ac-
peoplelivihginmorethan2,600house- '· SoUf~'wlthanimals , • SHS ': c€$Stosafewaterisstillfarfrombeing . ~~~=~. acro,sseight villages ~d . Jn~~;~~~~~ier:~~~~~ ~~~ ~ _. : , - . . . a:~~overage in the district rang-

"We use water from Ndaiga Landing : m~, while sarntation and waste man- ~ . Cost' pf ajerrycan of safe water es from 43 percent in Nyamarwa 
Site, though it is unh~thy, but we have' ~' agemeht remain poor. • . j't Ndaiga.Sub-county in Kagadi - Sub-county to 95 percent in' Kibaale 
no option. It has been about five years . "We feel neglected by our local gov- · District ~_:~ Town Council. Offici~ say the district 
since we last heard promises of water . ernment. People have lost trust in tile : : - ,J : : cun:ently has only one piped water sys-
installation systems: but nothing has-• system because basic services like via- . - KakummrDistrict is represented byo;' t~m, while Kagadi has two. 
happened.Many families cfunk the wa- i . ter, health and education are not at- . Woman Mt> Robinah NaQbanja, who al- _ 
terwitho'ut boiling ifbecause firewood . cessible,"Mr MiIhamiriad Kisernbo, the • so <serves as the Prime Minister. . . ~ Water points 
is expensive,"MS SC9llah Kajq,ina,a resi-:; . chairpersorrofKabukangaVrnage,sald. : ResIdents ill Kakindp S-ub~~oUiiiy say -. Across the three districts, there are 
dent ofKabukanga VJllage,said. . . • The situapon is notyery different in • th~ often walk long distances tp fetch • 1,42tl domestic water points in Kaga-

Residents say the' Water problem has • . parts of Kakurrriro District, where safe· ~ safe water and sometimes resort to us- j. di, 760 in Kibaale and 676 in Kakumiro, 
~oworsened-thehealthsituatiQnin · wate~ coverage ranges from 13 p~- ~. ingunsafeopenwells. 'c" ; ... _ • serving hundreds of thousands of rural 
th~ area. " . - - . cent in Kakindo Sub-county to 95 per- f "Waste management iSpoor, and chil- : residents. Records indicate that 372 wa-

"Health workers rarely report to the . ' cent in Bwanswa Sub-county. Severn1+ ctten have-evem:lroWIied whilHetch- • terPoints in Kagadi, 31 if! Kibaale and 
facility, and services are limited. Many : sub-coUnties, including Birernbo, Kisii- : ing water from open water sources. : 194 in Kakurniro have not been work: 
people cross over by boat to Ntor-oko . ta,Nkooko,Nalweyo,Mpasaana and Ka- ~ If we·had piped water systems, these f ing for more than five years and are 
District to access better health care . •. kumiro_ Town Council, register below : problems would be teduced,"Ms Ritah . now:considered abandoned. 
Most of the sicknesses here are caused · 40 percent access. • Bil'imgi;aresident,said. KagadiDistrictWaterEngineerRobert 
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• Kakumiro Distrlct'~ 31% ' ._. 
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• K;:lgadi District - 57% 

l , ~lqba¥~ District -65% 
~ .. 

• lowest access areas . 
~ • Ndaiga Sub-county (Kagadi) -

·y ·,'3% · ' .. -:.- ~- -' -:-~ . ~ -
, ,_.Xakindo Sub-coun~ -

(Kakumiro) -130io 
Source: Ministry of Water and 
Environment Water Supply 
AUas 

• Bukenya acknowledged the challeng-
• es, especially in Ndaiga Sub-county, say-
• ing conventional water sources such as 
: boreholes and shallow wells have not 
• worked in the area 
· "As a district, our mandate is to pro­
~ vide boreholes, shallow wells and pro-
~ tected springs. But Ndaiga is a wa- -'-_ -
• ter-stressed area where those options . 
: do not work. We need a full water sup-
~ ply system, which requires more than 
• Shs2.5 billion,"he said. 
~ He added that attempts to drill un-
~ derground water had failed despite us- .~. -_ ' 
~ ing equipment from neighbouring dis-
~ tricts. . 
• . "Ndaiga is near water bodies, but drill-
• ing did not yield results. We designed a 
~ bulk water transfer system from Kya-
• terekera Sub-county, and the Ministry 
• .0fWater and Environment approved 
• the plan. However, we are still searching 
• forfunding,"hesaid. 
~ Local leaders say the lack of safe water 
• has ~o created a financial burden for 
~ households. 
~ "Ajerrycan costs Shs3,OOO from neigh- : 
: bouring areas for someone who needs 
~ safe water in his horne. In my family, we 
• spend about Shsl0,OOO daily on miner-
• al water for drinking. Those who can-
• not afford it fetch water from the lake 
• or River Muzizi,"Mr Gilbert OkwI1u, the 
• Ndaiga LCI chairperson, said. 
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BY SIMON PETER EMWAMU 

SOROTI. Court users in Teso Sub-re­
gion have asked Chief Justice Flavian 
Zeija to prioritise transparency and ef­
ficiency in the justice system,citing per­
sistent delays, corruption allegations ' 
and declining public trust in the Judi­
ciary. 

The concerns were raised on Tuesday 
during a court open day held at the So­
roti High Court Circuit, where residents 
and legal practitioners shared experi­
ences of delayed justice, particularly in 
land-related disputes that have dragged 
on for years. 

Many court users said the slow han­
dling of cases has left litigants financial­
ly drained and unable to reclaim land 
taken by grabbers. 

Mr William Ernasu,a resident ofQrun­
go County,told the Chief Justice that his 
land dispute has remained unresolved 
for more than 40 years. 

"The person who is grabbing my land 
is freely cultivating on it, yet I cannot 
even get court's help to secure an in-

Tesocourt users task Chief Justice on transparent justice 
junction. The llmd ~o has our family 
graves, which are being destroyed," Mr 
Ernasu said. 

Another court user,Mr William Alloch, 
a founding member of the Iteso Cul­
tural Union, said the slow resolution of 
land cases has left many families home­
less. 

"Why should we allow greedy indi­
vidu~ to drive the poor into misery? 
Something should be done so that land 
cases are handled quickly and transpar­
ently,"Mr Alloch said. 

Residents ~o raised concerns about 
alleged manipulation of court records. 
Mr Razak Kolou, a resident of Getom, 
claim¢ that some courtjudgrnents dis­
appear from records, allowing individ­
uals who had lost cases to reopen them 
through legal loopholes. 

"This trend should be investigated be­
cause it undermines trust in tfiejustice 
system,"MrKolousaid. . 

Legal practitioners in the region said 
public confidence in the Judiciary has 
significantly declihed due to delays and 
difficulties in accessingjustice. 

Mr Eddie Nangulu, who represent-

ed the Uganda Law Society in eastern 
Uganda, said the Chief Justice had as­
sumed office at a time when trust in the 
institution was at a low point. 

"The Chief Justice has taken office at a 
time when confidence in the Judiciary 
is at an all-time low. Many people feel 
they cannot easily access justice," Mr 
Nangulu said. 

He ~o raised concern about the ap­
plication of bail guidelines, which he 
said remains one of the most violated 
rights in the criminaljustice system. 

Mr Nangulu said many cases take be-' 
tween seven and 10 years to be c~nclud­
ed, leaving litigants frustrated and ex­
hausted. 

"People are sometimes remanded for 
more than nine years. There is no dig­
nity in prison, and we are losing young 
people who fail to reintegrate into socie­
ty after spending long periods in custo­
dy,"be said .. 

In response, Chief Justice Zeija ac- _ 
knowledged the challenges affecting -
the Judiciary, attributing some of the 
delays to limited financial resources. 

He said the Judiciary's budget allo­
cation has remained largely stagnant 
over the past three years despite a 
steady increase in the number of cases. 

The Chief Justice ~o revealed that 
the Judiciary is.grappling with a short-
age of judges. . . 

"We currently have about 90 judges 
in the country yet we need at least 150. ~ 

· The shortage means the existingjudges ~. 
are overwhelmed by the number of cas-

· es,"he said. 
Justice Zeija said adequate funding 

would help the Judiciary address many 
· of the challenges affecting service deliv­
ery. 

"If we get adequate funding, we can 
address these challenges in a short 
time,"he said. 
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