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God has no hand in Iran 

~
or new readers, who may rightly de­
mand an introduction,I am God's dog; 
a layer of engagement that does not 
disrupt whatever else I am doing. It in­
volves constantly monitoring God's con-
dition. . 

Is He safe? Do His worshippers know what 
is happening around Him? Are they liberat­
ed enough to interRalise His limitations,or 
are they boxed and conditioned to slavishly 
clap at the blatantlies the men of God often 
tell to exploit vulnerable people? 

For now,I can report without any emotion 
that God's position has not changed since I 
slid into myrole.He ~ still lying in a state of 
divine rest. . . ~'... 

He is a world away from the Vlbrancy and 
creative energy He enjoyed when He was a 
new cultural invention,roaming about as a 
youthful deity in the provinces of the Mid­
dle East, where the patriarchs and a rack of 
prophets were reportedly in constant con­
tact with Him. 

In a sense, He is a victim of His prowess and 
tJis longevity. Very few gods of His genera­
tion have survived. 

Some were forced out of existence by ex­
treme actions against their priests; actions 
like the massacre perpetrated by the proph­
et, wizard and illusionist,Elijah, after win­
ning the contest of the fire of the gods. 

In later centuries,RomanlEuropean and 
Musliinrulers and emperors, as ~ as ad­
van~es in knowledge, added theirp~ 
on the traditions ofnon-Abrahamic gods. 

Perhaps because the conceivers of (A bra­
ham's) God made everything about Him so 

Very few' gods of His 
generation have sur­
vived. 

absolute, there is a tendency for every inter­
preterto regard their account of Him as the 
ultimate interpretation. 

The temptatjon to think that the other in­
terpretations should not exist, or should be 
suppressed,is strong. 

Elijah killed people who believed in oth-
er gods. In later centuries, competing inter­
preters of the same (Elijah's) God would fight 
and kill each other. 
This is the doctrinal collision matrix where 

the current conflict in the Middle East is 
largely formed. 

There are levels at which the war is over im­
peri~ supremacy and ascendancy, and over 
control of resources like oil But just< under 
the surface, there are very strong currents of 
competing religious doctrines. 

Spiritually fuelling emotions in the conflict, 
you have Jew pitted against Moslem, Chris­
tianin cahoots with Jew,Shia against Suni, 
Muslim extremist against moderate Muslim, 

secular nationalist against Muslim national­
ist,andsoon. 

The most tragic part is that the intensity of 
the emotions, the violence, the horrendous 
destruction and blood-letting are a matter of 
total indifference to God. 

Why; because God is in a state of divine rest. 
He cannot heru;or say, or do anything. 

If this concept were understoOd,it could be 
a source of redemption. . 
The silence imposed on God bY His repose 

is what liberates Him. Otherwise, we would 
demand to hear His vOice. 

His imposed incap;J.cityto act is what" 
spares Him from responsibility for the con­
flict. Otherwise, we would askwhy He did 

, not avert it 
Wewould ask Him whether He has re­

mained a sponsor of war as He had been 
when He was a young deity. 

Wewould ask Him whether death still 
means nothing to Him 

However, because ignorance is more wide­
spread than understanding, some of our 
men of God have l;>een proclaiming that God 
has designed the events in the Middle East to 
trim Islam and embolden Christianity,with 
thewar one of the prophesied signs that Je­
sus is soon coming back! 

With that kind of poisoned superstition 
still being peddled among nations, a more 
peaceful world may be centuries away. 

I Mr ]acca is a novelist ~d 
socio-political commentator. ' 
aJtaccaone@gmail.com .' 
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I Kampala might finally look ~ike 
a modern city if KCCA' persists 

K
ampala, is, by reputation, a chaotic, 
crowded, disorganised, dusty, dirty and 
- by extension - user-unfriendly city. 
It has lived up to this reputation every 
day. Nothing here is exaggerated.Kam- . 
palans themselves know they have 

a barely liveable city. And those who have 
been to clt:an cities are no strangers to this 
problem. 

Before the Kampala Capital City Authori-
ty (KCCA) took 9uu"ge,mayors ran the show. . 
ButfiomFred Ssemaganda(Kampala's may­
or during Milton Obote's second adminis­
tration) to Lord Mayor Erias Lukwago,none 
banished this reputation. Ask yourself: What 
did Christopher 19a,John Ssebaana Kizito or 
Nasser Ntege Ssebaggala do to make Kampa­
la look great? 

The short answer is nothing.But if the cur­
rent KCCA executive director,Sharifah Buze­
ki,continues doing what she embarlced on 

. weeks ago - organising and decongesting 
the city - there is a good chance we may 
start to see a Kampala that looks refreshing­
lydifferent 

I am stating the obvious, but it is impossi­
ble to have an organised, user-friendly city . 

--- when walKing in theevening,for example, 
is almost impossible because men are busy ' 
frying Nile Perch on pavements. 

Women have spreadnakatiand ebbug­
ga(veggies) all over the pavements, and the 
parlting space for cars is occupied by boda 
bodas who are quick to insult you if you ask 
them to move over. 

A certain laxity caused this chaos, and it t should not be tolerated again. People did 
everything they wanted and continued in 
the knowledge that nothing was going to 

Kampala will only look 
slightly' better \\1thout 
street vendors, but not 
like a modemdty. 

probably seen the viral video in which Ka­
wempe North MP Elias Nalukoola gets out of 
his car in the evening trafficjam,picks up lit­
terthrown right in the middle of the road by 
a motorist and hands it back to them.KCCA 
should impose high fines for such behaviour. 

No one should be under the illusion thatit 
will all be smooth sailing for KCCA once the 
street vendors are gone. Kampala will only 
look slightly betterwithout street vendors, 
but not like a modern city. 

The city still faces serious problems. Con­
struction of residential houses remains art­
noyingly haphazard. 

Urban planning exists in theory,not in 
happen to them. practice. A bungalow facing east sits next to 

Of course, what KCCA is doing is not new. a mansion facing north. A couple of yards 
Vendors have been previously forced off the away, a church overlooking tin-roof shacks 
streets and returned as soon as they were makes enough noise to wake the dead.Noise 
cllakd away.Infact,some people have said pollution is everywhere. 
on social media that there is nothing to sug- Many roads are impassable. Traffic lights 
gest theywill not return anytime soon. on some streets work part-time. The city 

But just because others tried and failed lacks proper public toilets. Those current-
does not mean the KCCA will fail. Law en- ly being used would never be used in cities 
forcement officers should deal firmly,even with high hygiene standards. 
harshly,with those who are resisting change. Emergency services still.do not wcirk.If 

The price people pay for returning to the a stray bullet hits you on Kampala streets, 
streets should be stiff enough that even chances are that you will be bundled onto 
thinking about it makes them immediatelY the back of a Police pick-up truck. 
reconsider their decision. . But there is a way-to begi.n,and Ms Buzeki 

Clean, wen-organised cities are known to has started with street vendors and boda bo-
have zero laxityin enforcing laws meant to das. When she is done, she should move on to 
promote cleanliness and orderliness. People the most pressing problems, such as poor ur-
are fined for littering, and the offenders can- ban planning. 
notbribetheirwayoutoffines. 1 . .. . . 

There are no big people to call to get you Mr Namiti IS ajoumalist and former 
out oftrouble.KCCA should walk the same.' Al Jazeera dlg!tal editor In charge of the 

ath. - Aftica desk : .. . 
P Those of you who are on ~¥rl.etIDl."flAve i!9 l1lJ~ihnllJIiti~mro : ):)9lJl_.4( I:! 
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Who says land in 
Acholi is not for 
development? 

A
choliland,like Naboth's 
vineyard in the Scripture, 
is a covenant Uganda 
mustmake a bold choice 
of accountabijity over 
greed ifitis to build an in­

clusive future rooted injustice 
andpeace. , 
Land in Uganda today is no 

longer about empowerment 
orinclusive and sustainable de­
velopmenUthas become a raw 
contest ofpower - manipulat­
ed, commodified, and often sto­
len. In Acholi, this struggle is not 
just about property; itis about 
belonging,identity,heritage, 
andjustice. To treat land as a 
commodity is to strip people of 
their dignity and erase the cove­
nant they hold with their past! 

The Bible offers a striking par­
allelIn 1 Kings 21,NabQth re­
fused to sell his ancestral vine­
yard to KingAhab. 

For Naboth, the vineyard was 

considered sa­
cred. It is not 
owned in the 
Western sense 
but held in trust. 

not a market asset but a sacred 
inheritance.Ahab,intoxicated 
by power and urged on by Jere­
bel,seized the land unjustly and 
silenced Naboth through vio­
lence. This story is not ancient 
history; it is the lived reality of 
Acholi communities today,fac­
ing land gtpbs by elites,inves­
tors,and politicians who believe 
power overrides inheritance. 
Acholi land is considered sa­

cred.It is not owned in the West­
ern sense but held in trust -
passed down through genera­
tions, tied to ancestry, and em­
bedded in cultural identity. CUs­
tomarytenure, the dominant 
system inAcholi, blends com­
munal and private steward­
ships.It permits outsiders to set­
tle on it, till it and share, but al­
ways with respect for local or­
der and peace. This system sus­
tained the community for cen­
turies,except now. 

Yet decades of incorrect poli­
tics, including insurgency, and 
uncompromising poverty left 
Acholi vulnerable. Families re­
turning from camps traced 
their ancestral plots, which 
were targeted by speculators. 

Most of them were bomin the 
camps. To survive under a "for­
eign"situation on retum,.th~ 

'lmaware of the facts, began to" 
scllofftheland.Investors(espe­
ci.ally fakeones) and politici.:LTlS, 
armed with money andinflu­
ence, began buyingup landfor 
comm~agriculture,infra­
structure, and profit Commerce, 
nepotisrn,and greed now run 
the show,while heritage is dis­
misSed as"backward"or"wick- _ '>" 

ed tradition". . -0-.. 

This is not modernisation; it is 
dispossession. It is Ahab's vine­
yard !ill over again. 
. Uganda's Constitution and 
LandAct recognise customary 
tenure. The National Land Poli­
cy affinris that land belongs to 
the people. yetforces are work­
ingtoundemrinetheseprovi­
sions,pushing to transform cus­
tomary land into freehold. This 
shift would strip communities, 
especi.allywomen of collective 
stewardship, and expose them -­
to market pressures they cannot 
withstancilt would turn c0ve­

nant into a commodity. 
SUch moves are not neutral. 

They are deliberate strategies to 
weaken culturallegi.timacy and .?­

empower elites. They ignore the 
fact that land is not just soil but 
the foundation ofidentity,sta­
bility,and peace. When land is 
taken,people are left in courts, 
fighting endless battles that 
drain resources and erode trust. 

The Naboth story reminds us 
thatpowerwithouta.p:ount- __ • 
ability destroys legitimacy. 
Ahab's abUse-was checked on-
ly byElijah's prophecy andJe­
hoshaphat's caution. In Acholi, 
the same principle applies: land 
policy must be rooted injus-
tice, consultation, and oversight. 
Without accountability,rulers 
become predators, and commu­
nities lose faith in the State. 

Acholi land,like Naboth's vine­
yarrl,isnotforsale.Butitcan be 
used by all Ugandans of good 
fuith.ltisacovenantwehave 
with our ancestors, a sacred 
trust that sustains identity and 
peace.A covenant that we'car­
ried with us when wejoiIied 
Uganda To commodify it is to 

, invite conflict and instability. 
pganda does not lack laws; it 

lacks enforcement and respect 
for pan-Uganda agenda To pro­
tectAcholi land, three steps are 
essential: Strengthen custom­
ary institutions, ensure account­
ability, and balance heritage 
and development 

Uganda stands at a crossroads. 
It can choose the path of Ahab 
- greed, manipulation, and -
dispossession - or the path of 
Elijah,rooted injustice and ac­
countability.The Constitution 
is clear: land belongs to the pea­
pIe. But unless customary ten- • 
ure is pJ."OteCled, that promise 
will remain hollow. 

I John Jaramogi Oloya is a seniOr' citizen, scholar, and co-founder 
of the Land Equity Movement in Uganda.john.oIoya@gmail.com 
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