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• EDITORIAL 

Tackle skilling 
materials' cost 

The escalating cost of vocatio"nal training 
materials, compounded by heavy taxation, 
is threatening Uganda's skilling revolution. 

Skilling is a key pillar for our transition to upper­
middle-income status as a nation, but institutions 
are reporting unsustainable financial strain as 
imported equipmeut like sewing machines, welding 
tools, and leT devices face huge customs duties 

C and VAT;·inflating prices before they even -reach 
workshDps. 

Taxes on essentials, from engine diagnostics 
tools to fabric, are forcing institUtions to either cut 
programmes or burden students, undermining 
efforts to promote skilling. 

» 
This calls for policy recalibration because, 

while some taxed materials serve 
broader public demand, the ' 

Government needs to prioritise 
vocational training. The latest 

census report indicates 
that over 70% of the 
population is under.30. 
years, coupled_ with 
a glut of university 
graduates chaSing 
scarce white-collar 
jobs, skilling is non­
negotiable. Vocational 

education empowers 
youth to create 

livelihoods., instead of just 
seeking jobs. 

HOWEVER VITAL, 
INSTITUTIONS 
CANNOT DELIVER 
OUALITY 
TRAINING AT 
SCALE WITHOUT 
AFFORDABLE 
TOOLS. However, without affordable 

tools, institutions cannot deliver 
quality training at scale. Tax rebates 

or direst refunds fortraining materials 
would alleviate this bottleneck, ensuring workshops 
remain stocked without compromising accessibility. 

Uganda cannot rely on traditional emploYment 
models because it produces about 700,000 
individuals for the job market year in year out, but 
only absorbs 238,000 (34%) (National Planning 
Authority,2020). 

Vocational graduates, equipped with practical 
skills, become entrepreneurs, fuelling grassroots 
economic resilience. 

The Government's push to integrate vocational 
training into lower secondary education has already 
boosted enrolment, but policy must evolve beyond 
classrooms: startup capital like it is done with those 
graduating from the presidential skilling hubs and 
tax waivers for graduates could strongly transform 
skills into sustainable enterprises. 
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SPEAKERSHIP: DEFEAT OF 
EGOS AND THE NRM WAY 

, 

A
boastful Norbert Mao dominated na·ive minds in NRM. Now, with 
the political news cycle in the President Yoweri Museveni as the 
past week with his ambition NRM chairperson alongside secretary-
to become Speaker of the 12th general Richard Todwong, signing 

Parliament, almost like a fairytale. and releasing the official endorsement 
I return to this subject not because by CEC forwarding Among and her 
I dislike Mao, in fact we are close deputy Thomas Tayabwa as the NRM 
friends, but I see that his missteps are candidates for consideration by the 
leading him to nowhere and he needs incoming NRM parliamentary caucus, 
straightening up. the charlatanism has been exposed. 

He, or his surrogates, recruited Being a minister in the Government, 
social meClia warriors to insult even on the so-called 'agreement' 
everyone who brooded a different with President Museveni does not 
view that with only six MPs in the including letting her join its Central confer on Mao an equal and possibly 
coming House, against a solid 369 Executive Committee (CEC) , through independent status to take unilateral 
of NRM, it takes an implosion from a competitive election as the female ' decisions on critical matters like the 
within for the majority party to donate national vice-chairperson. For Mao speakership of the national Parliament. 
the high-stakes speakership to another and other speaker aspirants to equate It would serve well, if the cases of Paulo 
person whose track record is well- Among to a 'cashier' and allege that Kawanga SserilOgerere (deputy prime 
known. MPs were being 'bought' to support minister and minister of public service), 

Mao, the prospective candidate her bid without providing verifiable Jaberi Bidandi Ssali (local government 
for Speaker, perhaps in desperation, evidence, is a slippery ground that minister), and most recently John 
even descended low, describing does not earn the accusers much Patrick Arnama Mbabazi (prime 
the incumbent Anita Among as "an credit. minister), and Rebecca Alitwala Kadaga 
accident speaker" who assumed office To claim, as Mao has done, that (Speaker of Parliament) are reviewed. 
because of the unfortunate death if elected Speaker, he will eliminate Arrogance or the ego of ages, perhaps, 
ofJacob Oulanyah, as if Among did . graft, make Parliament 'independent' but none bllilds in the long run. 
not go through the full length of and remove the current heightened In the NRM long tradition, culture 
another contest as provided for in the security deployment at Parliament, is and practice, while personal freedom 
Constitution and laws of Uganda. By hogwash. As for corruption, the justice is available, it is important to observe 
no stretch of imagination is Mao a arena which Mao currently heads has self-awareness of the environment, 
political heir to late Oulanyah, because too many malfeasance to list here. conscious self-discipline, deep 
although they share a region, ethnicity On the heightened security, again, it consultation and reflection, and 
and friendship, Mao is not a member shows a man not fully in the know that patience as critical elements of good 
of NRM to which Oulanyah, as some of the reasons like terrorism and leadership. Yes, NRM CEC has skipped . 
Speaker, belonged. organised crime are beyond Uganda. steps in its flash endorsement of 

Yes, on governance, Among And the half-clever pretence Among and Tayebwa without first 
might have had issues that were to present tp.at his interest in the asking all NRM MPs-elect to show 
raised in the media but h.ave since speakership was probably being interest, which smirks an underhand, .... 
been resolved, the reason the NRM rolled by some hidden hands within yet this race is really a stroll for the 
leadership and members entrusted the NRM leadership had worked up incumbents, but have chosen to dilute 
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