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Climate change 
threatens toffee 
farming globally 

M
uch as it is no longer shocking newS to be in· 
formed about any evils that climate chaI}ge 
haS come along with, your cOlumnist who is , 
actually a coffee farmer in Lwengo District 

'landed on some bad news concerning the-effect of 
climatechangeoncoffeefarining. .• .. 

The chilling news was published in the Guardian 
on Wednesday,February-1.8 in an article titled: Cot­
fee--growing eeuntries becoming too hot to rultiWJ.te 

, lJeiins, anhlysis'tindsand ~uthored by ~ Gayle. ' 
. . Coffee is our'country's mostimportant export aop 

arid o,tle of the biggest foreign exchange earners: . 
Pamien wrote, "The top five '; 

- coffee'growing countries, re­
sponsible for 75 percent of the 
world's supply, experienced an 
average 57 additional days of 
coffee-harming heat annual­
ly because of the climate crisis, 

_ according to the findings of Cli­
mate Central, which researches 
andreports on the crisiS." - • 
, It is mentioned that the coun-

Michael tries. where coffee beans are-
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Say 

culti,{atethem because-ofru- . 
mate breakdown. 

. "In Ethiopia, the birthplace _ 
of coffee, more than four mil-
lion households rely on coffee 

as their primary soutee of income, "reads the article. 
"It contributes almoSfa thirdofthe country's export 
earnings, but for how much longer is uncertain." 

It quotes Dejene Dadi.generalIllaIlager ofOromia 
Coffee Farmers Cooperatives Union as saying that 
coffee farmers in Ethiopia are already seeing the im-
pact ofextreme heat -

The article goes on to state that coffee beans are 
primarily sourced from an area known as the"bean 
belt"between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of 
Capricorn, and need sp&ific temperature and rain­
fall corlditions to flourish. 
It further says!he plants, especially the most prized 

Arabica variety;struggle iil temperat:lires above 3OC. 
"The worst affected coffe~ producing country is 

ElSalvador, whiCh has 99 additional days with cof­
fee-harming heat 

" Brazil, the world's most important coffee produc­
er accounting for 37percent of global production, 
has 70 additional days above 3OC. Ethiopia, which 
accounts for 6.4 percent of coffee production,has 34 
daysofcoffee-harmingheat" . 

Uganda, which is today Africa's leading coffee ex­
porter, is not mentioned in the list, but we have to 
~ember that climate change is a global problem 
thatis not yet about to go away. 

Already we are hosts to coffee diseases and pests 
that researchers say have come with the arrival of 
climate change. They include coffee wilt disease and 
the black coffeetwig boreI: 

General Manager EdItorIal Daniel Kalinaki 

Managing EdItor Allan Chekwech 

Weekend EdItor Robert Madoi 

Creative EdItor Muhammad Tamale 

EdItor Caesar Abangirah 

COver ~ PrGmise Twinamukye 

ContrIbutors Dan Wandera, George Katongole, 
Michael J Ssali, Shabibah ~akirigya 

Published by Monitor Publications Umited, 
a Nation Media Group Cornpany.-
©2026, All rights reserved. . 
EmaiI~fe;¢ures@Ug.nationmedia.com 

- .:::::- :.---- .- ""'- - -- ---

Some of the youth who attended the training ~d recieved valuable lessons in agriculture. PHOTOjSHAB!BA NAKIRIGYA 
, 

Buganda Kingdom rallies 
youth to turn to agriculture 
The initiative - in partnership with Kabaka Foundation and Buganda Cultural and De­
velopment Foundation CBUCADEF) -is aimed at equipping young people with practical 
knowledge and skills in crop and animal production. 

BY SHABIBA NAKIRIGYA 

8 
uganda Kingdom, has through 
the ministries of Agriculture 
and Youth, organised a youth 
training programme themed 

'Omulimi Kkungwa' - (The Empow­
eredFarmer). 

The initiative - in partnership with 
Kabaka Foundation and Buganda Cul­
tural and Development Foundation 
(BUCADEF) - is aimed at equipping 
.young people with practical knowl­
edge and skills in crop and animal 
production. , 

According to the Katikkiro ofBugan­
da, Charles Peter Mayiga, youth are en· 
couraged to pursue agricultural stud­
ies and acquire technical expertise 
that will not only make them self-re­
liant but also attract them to active­
ly engage in farming and animal hus­
bandry. 

Katikkiro Mayiga advised young peo­
ple to begin with the small pieces of 
land available to them instead of~ait­
ingto acquire vast acreage beforeven· 
turing into agriculture. According to 
the Katikkiro, agriculture'has for gen­
eration's sustained famiIies across 
Buganda and continues to offer im­
mense opportunities for wealth crea­
tion. 

"For a long time, agriculture has sup-
. ported many households in Buganda 
Even today, a young person who takes 
the initiative .and starts early will reap 
sigrrificant benefits,"the Katikkiro not­
ed. 

The Minister for Youth in Buganda, 

Oweek. Ssaalongo Robert Serwanga, 
who is also a practicing farmer, em­
phasised the importance of proper 
planning before embarking on any 
agricultural project He urged pa,rtici­
Pd!1ts to prepare adequately and un­
derstand the demands offarming be­
fore investing their time and resourc­
es. 

"You have received valuable lessons 
today, but that does not mean you 
should rush into implementation 
without preparation. Agriculture and 
livestock farming require patience 
and proper planning. They are not 
ventures for shortcuts,"he advised. 
Mr Serwanga cautioned that many 

young people fail in agribusiness due 
to inadequate preparation and lack of 
commitment He encouraged them to 
follow the right procedures, seek guid­
ance from experts, and treat farming 
as a business rather than a side activ­
ity. 

The Executive Director of Kabaka 
Foundation, Mr Eddie Kaggwa Nda­
gala, challenged the youth to shift 
their mindset from chasing scarce 
white-collar jobs to creating oppor­
·tunities within the agricultural sec· 
tor.He noted that agriculture remains 
a key source of wealth and employ­
ment, often offering greater returns 
than many office jobs. 

"There are limited formal jobs 
available, yet agriculture provides 
endless opportunities. Wealth be­
gins with production, and agricul­
ture is the backbone ofprodl.JClion," 
Mr Ndagala said, before reveciling / 

Empowering 
young people. 
The kingdom 
remains 
optimistic 
that sustained 
training and 
partnerships 
will empower 
young people 
to view 
agriculture 
not merely as 
subsistence 
activity, but 
asapathway 
to entrepre­
neurship and 
long-term 
economic 
transforma­
tion. 

that through various partnefshlps, 
the foundation plans to expand 
support for youth in agriculttIre by 
fucilitating specialised training, ex­
posure visits to successful model 
farmers, and ac<;ess to essential in­
puts such as livestock. 

Similarly,the Executive Director of 
BUCADEF, Mr Alfred Bakyusa, en­
couraged young farmers to diversi­
fy their income streams to enhqnce 
resilience. He advised them to com­
bine agriculture with other com­
plementary activities to reduce 
risks associated with relying on a 
single source of in come. 

"The training programme forms 
part of the Buganda Kingdom's 
broader Strategy to empoweryouth 
economically and promote sustain· 
able development. We believe that · 
by equipping young people with 
practical skills and encouraging a 
positive attitude towards agricul­
tute, the kingdom can address un­
employment and boost household 

incomes,"he said. .. .. 
He said as the kingdom con­

tinues to champion youth in­
volvement in agribusiness, 

the initiatives such as Omuli­
mi Kkungwa will nurture a 
new generation of skilled, b\lSi­
ness-oriented farmers capable 
of transforming agriculture in­
to a leading driver of econom-
ic growth in Buganda and be­
yond. 
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