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However, they will face stiff challenges 
from upcoming stars including Denise 
Nanjeru, Alvera Mukamarinda, Sandra 
Nabaggala, Teddy Nasuna, and Brenda 
Mbabazi. 

The championship will help players to 
polish their capacity ahead of the-National 
University Championship and other 
federation events. 

In the club category, Ndejje Corporate, 
Prisons, Ministry of Public Service, Uganda 
National Examination board (UNEB) and 
Bank of Uganda are the teams to compete 
for honours in the annual championship 
that is meant to nurture talent. . 
UWbF technical director Fredrick 

Bust.!lwa noted that the competition will 
help teams to test their players ahead of 
the National league. . 

support girls from grassroots 
sport to elite competition and 
leadership. 

Badminton athlete Husina 
Kobugabe reflects on the disci­
pline behind the theme. 

"In my journey, I have 
learned that success comes 
from giving my best every 
day, my time to training, my 
energy to improving and my 
determination to overcome 
challenges," she says. 

Ac;lditionally, Kobugabe, 
mentioned that the giving 
extends beyond performance. 

"When I show that girls can 
succeed in sport, we gain a " 
stronger and more cenfident 
generation of young women,". 

Across many disciplines like 
athletics, volleyball, netball, 
basketball, badminton, wood­
ball, football, the message 
stands out clearly, giving is 
not about charity it is about 
investment. 

When women are given 

That sentiment resonates 
with Mavita Ali, head coach of 
the Junior Gazelles. 

. equal opportunities, fair facil­
ities, mentorship and recog­
nition, the gains multiply in 
performance, leadership and 
national pride. 

As Uganda marks Inter­
nati~al W9men's Qa~, ~ 
sportswomen agree on one 
thing, the future of sport 
grows stronger.when women 
are not only celebrated, but 
supported and the test lies in 
sustained investment, equal 
leadership opportunities and 
intentional policies that turn 

"promise into performance. 

"Wheri-wegive, it is the act 
of planting seeds," Ali says. 

"The gains may not always 
be immediate, but they grow 
communities and circle back 
in powerful ways." 
Ali views Women's Day as a . 

moment to reinforce long-term 
thinking, building systems that 

IN ROAD TEST 
. As Uganda prepares for the sec­

ond edition of the International 
J Women's Day Run on Saturday 

at Lugogo, an event orga-
nized by the Uganda Olympic 
Committ~ (UOC) and Uganda 
Athletics (UA) is evolving from a 
mere race to a national mani­
festo for success and systemic 
investment. 

Last year, the inaugural cele­
bration was a spirited display of 
relays and netball at the Mande­
la National Stadium, Namboole. 
This year, however, the 

stakes have been raised and 
the geography has shifted with 
participants (men and women) 
taking part in 5Km and rokm 
events. 

Under the 2026 global theme 
"Give 10 Gain," the event moves 
from the enclosed stadium grass 
to the open public spaces of the 
city, serving as both a literal and 
metaphorical reclaiming of the 
ground women walk and run. 

According to AU executive 
board member Barbra Asiimwe 
and chairperson of the women's 
commission, the architecture of 
this event is rooted in tangible, 
long-term outcomes rather than 
fleeting ceremony. 

Asiimwe outlines a rigorous 
set of objectives that move far 
beyond the finish line. 

I
s usual, Manchester City dominated. 
Territorially. AntoiI).e Semenyo, again, 
the difference as he broke the deadlock 
before MorgaB. Gibbs-White cheeky 

equalizer~ Then Rodri happened in the 62nd 
minute to-evoke wild cheers.. His first teague 
goal of the season. 
If this were two s"easons ago, the goal 

would have been used as further evidence 
as to why he is the 'best midfielder' in the 
world due to its timing and significance. 
Arsenal had registered a narrow 1-0 win over 
Brighton a day before to re- establish a five­
point lead. I4 minutes later, the end game. 

It appeared routine when two of Notting­
ham Forest's best players; Callum Hud­
son-Odoi and Elliot Anderson combined in a 
sleek audacious movement that left the City 
defenders bemused. Seconds later, Gianluigi 
Donnarumma, was beaten on the far post by 
a curling effort from inside Anderson's boot 
t make it 2-2. 

Pep Guardiola, on the touchline, cringed at 
his team's capitulation. In the 99th minute, 
Bernado Silva missed from zero distance 
and Semenyo· failed to convert the rebound. 

" It was the last kick. Several of City's players 
stood, bewildered. 

A team, 32 points below and 15 places 
apart - one they had beaten 2-1 on the road 
- had just derailed their title mission. With 
Arsenal, Chelsea and Aston Villa fixnIres still 
to come, this was disaster. An exasperated 
Guardiola turned grim faced and headed for 
the tunnel. 

"We are here to raise HARD LUCK 
awareness on gender e~uality City have the best home record in the 
and women's empowerment league this season but they failed to use the 
while promoting healthy advantage over an inferior .opponent. Three 
lifestyles and women's seasons ago, this is the sort of fixture that 
participation in public spaces," could have handed them the title initiative. 
Asiimwe explains. Instead, it has triggered the kind of pressure 

However, the ambition does that no manager at a big club wants to expe-
not stop at physical fitness. rience in a title race. 

- Asiimwe views this as a Na- When City won their fourth title in a row at 
tional Event designed to unite the back of the 2023/24 season, the English 
a fragmented society under the Premier .League begun to look like the 
banner of progress. Germany Bundesliga or French Ligue I; pre-
"The event will bring together dictable. So dominant had Guardiola's team 

women, men, youth, corporate become, Alex Ferguson's Manchester United 
partners, civil society, and gov- was consigned to the dust heap of history. 
emment stakeholders to demon- Then came the shock of 2024/25 when 
strate a collective commitment to Liverpool literally matched to the title and 
advancing women's rights and finished 13 points ahead of City after beating 
inclusion," she notes. them tWice. It was brutal. Guardiola's re-ac-

Crucially, Asiimwe reveals tion was to carry out a major re-build in the 
that this initiative is des~gned • hope that his team had lost its hunger and 
t~ ~n:~ngthen partnerships and become predictable. 
VlSl~ility for U.Oe~~EI~ -(.~I!der;-- - The aecisiOn to firing ill Omar Marm-oush, 
Eqwty, ~? DiverSity) 1llluaUves Rayan Cherki, Donnarwnma, Tijjani Rei-
and mobiliz~ support for ~en-" jnders, Semenyo and Marc Guehi Was to 
der-re~ponslve programmmg, freshen and strengthen. 
she SaId. But for Donnarumma who carried a lot of 

Asiimwe further mentioned success with him from his time at Paris St. 
that this eve~t to grow and be- Germain, the rest of the signirIgs were to 
come a ,chanty that can support develop the winning mentality alongside the 
women s programs year-round. established Silva, Phil Foden, Rodrlt Erling 
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Haaland. 
Their 

quality 
was not 
in doubt 
which 
is why 
Cherki, 
Semenyi, 
Guehi and 
Reijnders 
have had 
flying starts 

. to their City 

careers. 
To Guardiola's unease, this is the season 

that an old foe - Arsenal - with whom they 
have jostled for the championship in two of 
the last three seasons, has stepped up their 
challenge. His old student; Mikel Arteta, has~' 
finally stepped from his shadows and taken 
the challenge to him. 

SLOT'S WOES 
After suffering the ignominy of losing to an 

unknown quantity from Netherlands; Arne 
Slot, the prospect of succumbing to Arteta 
who has never won the league champion­
ship as coach in his short career must be 
frightening. 

Seven points separate City from Arsenal 
with nine games left. For the first time in 
nine seasons, Arsenal's season record is 
better than City's in all aspects; including 
number of goals scored; 59 at this stage. 
If the resolve that Arsenal has shown in 

their last three games against Brighton, ~ 
Chelsea and Tottenham is anything to go by, 
Guardiola is about to face his worst nlght­
mare. A defeat to Arsenal in ·the Carabao 
Cup final could trigger a series of events that 
could re-define his coachillg career. 
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