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Museveni 
WOllEN POPULATION 

such as rape, defilement, and child 
maniage. 

Women in creative sector call 
for more funding, collaboration 

The 2024 National 
Population and Housing 
Census revealed that Uganda 
has 23.5 million women 
compared to 22.3 million men, 
underscoring that women are 
'notjush'drop in the ocean but 

. 'a mlijority force in the nations 
demographic makeup. 

themarenotable~suchasMsLu­
cy Nakyobe, the head of Public Service 
and Secretary to Cabinet. Others are 
Dr Aminah Zawedde ocr & Nation­
al Guidance),Ms Irene Batebe (Energy 
and Mineral Development), Dr Diana 
Atwine (Health),Ms Catherine Bitarak­
wate (Public Service), and Dr Kenclrace 
Turyagenda (Education and Sports). 

Theme 
Yesterday's commemoration, held 

under the theme Scaling up Invest- j 
ments to Accelerate Access to Justice ; 
for all Women and Girls in Uganda, j 
came a~ a time when women continue . 
to face uphill battles inattainingjustice 
and economicfieedoms. . 

The Minister of Genda; Labour and 
Social Dev-elopment,Ms Betty Amon­
gi, urged the judiciary to step up to 
the plate by staffing and finanting re- . 
sponses to cases that affect women, ; 

"The justice sector needs to take de­
liberate efforts to clearthe case backlog 
on defilement, aggravated defilement, 
and gender based violence, and simpli­
fy the cmnt to make it easier for wom­
en,"she said 
Mt Museveni said he introduced big 

punishments for rape and defilem~t 
with the aim of protecting women, 
who are the victims of these crimes, 

"The above measures have been 
buttressed by the NRM's poverty 
eradication proirammes, which are 
aimed at creating wealth andjobs at 
the household level When the fumilies 
get out ofpovertythrough commercial 
faiming,manufacturing,services, and 
Icr,itis easierto address the remaining 
challenges faced bywomen,"he said 

He added: "When families become 
wealthy, they can 'educate all 
their children. Therefore, families 
getting out of poverty is a good 
basis for- solving many problems. 
The NRM government has put in 
place the necessary socio-economic 
infrastructure to guarantee the 
profitability of the business enterprises 
i.e. enough electricity, roads, schools, 
hospitals, peace and security, etc. 
aoweva;infrastructural development 
alone is not enough, though it must 
come first. Development is a collective 
good for everyone,but wealth andjobs 
belong to individuals,fumilies, groups, . 
or companies." 

BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

KAMPALA. Women in Uganda's cre­
ative industry have called for increased 
financial support and stronger collabO­
rations to enable them to expand their 
ventures and achieve financial inde­
pendence. 

The call was made during the Annual 
Women's Day Forum organised by the' 
American Chamber of Commerce of 
Uganda, where participants discussed 
opportunities and challenges facing 
women in the creative economy. 

Speaking at the event,Ms Louisa Kiwa­
na, the co-founder and director orKun­
da Kids and creator of the children's 
show Kunda and Friends,saidwomen in 
creative spaces playa vital role in shap­
ing society through storytelling,innova­
tion,andleadership. 

"As women in creative spaces, we are 
storytellers, builders, innovators, and 
leaders. Through our ideas, art, voices, 
and wort, we can inspire change,"Ms Ki­
wanasaid 

She noted thatmanywomenin the_in­
dustry have had to WOIX harder to gain. 
recognition and called for greater sup­
port systems. ' / 

"When one woman succeeds,she cre­
ates space for many more to follow.1b­
gether we can build communities 
where creativity thrives and where the 

next generation believes that anything 
is possible,"she added. 

According to Eva Zalwango, the Gener­
al Manager of the American Chamber 
of Commerce ofUganda, opportuilities 
in the creative sector are expanding, but 
women stillface barriers. 

"At American Cham Uganda, we be­
_.lieve strongly in strengthening.,priVate 
sector growth thrOugh in~ paitici­
pation When women thrivein business 
and leadership, economies giuw strong­
a;innovation expands,and commtmi-

. ties prospex;"she said; 

8H8668 
Budget. In the 2025/26 Financial 
Year, the government allocated 
Shs66 billion to support the crea· 
tive arts industry. 

She noted that the creative economy, 
comprising industries such as fashion, 
film,music, digital media, design, crafts, 
advertising, and cultural tourism, has 
become one of the fastest-growing sec­
tors globally. 

The forum was held ahead ofInterna­
tional Women's Day celebrations, which 
Uganda maIXed at Kololo Ceremonial 

Grounds yesterday. 
Participants urged the government 

and private sector to prioritise ftmding 
forWomen-ledcreativeventuresanden­
couraged women in the industry to sup­
port each-other through mentorship 
and partnerships. 

In the 2025/2026 Financial Year, the 
government allocated Shs66 billion to 
support the creative arts industry as 
part of efforts to boost the sectoI: 

Speaking at the same event, Ambas­
Sador Rosa Malango, the Special Presi­
dential Envoy for Tourism and Trade 
and former UNDP Resident Coordina­
toI;said women play a significant role in 
-Uganda's creative economy. . 

"Uganda's creative economy cont:iV.b­
utes between three and 4.1 percent to 
our GDp, equivalent to about Shs4.2 tril­
lionBetween 42 percent and 55 percent , 
of the creative world'orce,particularly in ' 
film, audio-visual, and crafts, are wom­
en,"she said 

Amb Malango emphasised that the 
creative sector should be recognised as 
a key industryratherthan merely a hob­
by, noting that technology and global 
In.aIXet trends present growth opportu­
nities.She added that with the right sup­
port, creative entrepreneurs can transi­
tion from the informal economy to or­
ganised industrial value chains,helping 
the sector contribute more significantly 
to national development. 
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Prime. commercia 
_ Vivo ~nergy Uganda, the company that distributes 'and 
markets Sbell~branded fuels and lubricants in Uganda, invites 
sealed bids from interested parties for the purchase of its Shell 
Clock Tower Service Station. Plot 25 Entebbe Road. Kampala. 
and Shell South Street Service Station. Plot 11-13 South Street. 
Kampala, offered on an ~as is. where is" basis. 

Details 
Shell Clock Tower ' comprises approximately 0.105 hectares 
(0.26 acres) on a leasehold title. situated in a prominent 
downtown 'Iocation within Kampala's Central Business District 
along Entebbe Road. 

Shell South Street comprises approximately 0.10 hectares 
(0.247 acres) on a freehold . title, strategically positioned 
opposite the Old TaXi Park. 

Each property comprises a fully operational Shell service 
station with complete infrastructure. including fuel c~py and 
dispensing pumps. underground fuel storage tanKs. paved 
forecourts, .motor vehicle service bays and tyre clinics, 
generator and compressor houses, and commercial block with 
office space· and retail shops 

~ 

Both properties benefit from high vehicular and pedestrian 
traffiC, excellent road connectivity. and are surrounded by 

. established commercial developments. The strategiC locations 
:. and existing infrastructure make these properties ideally suited 

for continued automotive and fuel retail operations, retail or 
mixed-use commercial activity or broader commercial 
redevelopment. 

Submission Requirements 
Interested bidders may obtain further information and bid 
submission guidelines upon formal expression of interest. Bids 
must include: . 
• Bidder's full name, contact details and TIN (consortium bids 

must include details of all membefs). 
• Purchase offer clearly stating the bid amount exclusive of VAT. . 
• A 5% commitment fee, submitted as a 30-day bank guarantee 

payable to Vivo Energy Uganda Limlted. (Refundable to 
unsuccessful bidders within five (5) days of award.> 

Terms 
• Disposal conducted in accordance with Vivo Energy Uganda's 
• internal Procurement and Disposal Procedures. 
• Property inspections strictly by prior appointment. 

Bids without a valid bank guarantee will be rejected. 
Vivo Energy Uganda reserves the right to accept or reject any 
bid and to withdraw the process at its discretion. 

Submission Details: Sealed envelopes clearly marked: "Bid 
Application: Shell Clock Tower, Plot 25 Entebbe Road, 
Kampala City" or "Bid Application: Shell South Street, Plot 
11-13 South Street. Kampala City." 

Contracts and Procurement Manager, 
Vivo Energy Uganda. 
Plot 9/11. 7th Street Industrial Area. 
Kampala Uganda. 
Email submissions:Tenders.UG@>vivoenergy.com 
Tel: +256 312 210010 (inspection appointments only) 

Deadline: Monday, 30th March 2026 

Late bids will not be accepted. 
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