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Villa election 'turns into 
another Mandela show 
Trail of success. The 
club Villa won promotion 
to the topflight ofUgan­
dan football in 1979 and 

-' has won 17 Uganda Super' 
L.eague·Titles, nine Ugan- ~ 
dan Cup Titles and three 
regional Cecafa Clubs 

~-- Cu-p titles. 

BYELVISSENONO 

A
fter all that had been said in the 
build-up to the drawing of the 
roadmap to the SC Villa elec­
tions, the March 22nd voting day 

, will be a procession to gjYe Omar 
Mandela anotherfour-yearterm as club 
president 

This is,after only the incwnbent re­
turned nominations fonns by close of 
Saturday's deadline as announced in a 
statemen1 by the Villa electoral commit­
tee cha1nnan Brian Kajubi 

"By closure offue submission dead- , 
line ( March 07 2026), only one candi­
date MrOmar Ahmed Hussein (110-
202$-V179726) returned and submitted 
duly completed nomination fonns and 
fulfilleg..anthe ,~quired conditions. In 
line-wIth the Sports Club Villa elector­
al guidelines,the Electoral Commission 
has forwarded MI:Omar's name and ac-

Founded:' , 
197~ 

'NIcknanIe 

companying documents for though henever makes it to' 
vetting and further p~ess- the ballot 
ing"Kajubi stated ' . Farouk Meywa was another 

Four other candidates·had supposed contestant who for 
pieked forms by Thursday the second successive elec­
inCluding former cly.b Pres- tiQn appeared to make fanci­
ident Ben MiSagga who dis- ,ful promises to benefit from 

- tancedhimselffromnomina- the publicity generated by 
tionfonns picked by an agent theaRDltry's most successf\ll 
SulemariMutajazzi. leagueteani. 

Misagga waS the other con- The fifth name was,that of 
testant apart from Mande- Simeon Bulezi Kawuma; a 
la who appeared to havethe ,fan who seemed more than 
financial muscle to pay the - -qmtented withjust being in­
shsl00m non refundable fee detified as one of those who 
requirement to stand as club picked nomination forms 
president as he mingled with other 

He was however hugely crit- fans during the Villa-ExpresS 
ical of the election process game at the Kadiba Stadium 
citing bias from the board of on Saturday. 
trustees many of whom cl"pse The election procesS is thus 
associates ofMandel<l. . " expected to be concluded.on 

He also cited the shsl00m March 22 with another four­
non refundable fee require- year ' term. The most signifi­
ment passed out of line with cant challenges thereafter is 
the Villa constitution anissue finding the club a home. 
that led to different fees be- The club lacks a permanent 
ing announced by rhe club's home ground, forcing them 
spokesperson Asan Kasingye to rent venues like the Fufa 
and the club secretariat KadibaStadiumand,attimes, 

Others who picked nomi- use the Mandela National 
nation fonns but did not re- Stadium, Namboole in the 
turn,them included Dennis past. They have also played 
Mbidde who served ~ an in Mityana and Masaka. This ' 
executive member in previ- prevents the development of 
ous administrations and per- a consistent, revenue-gener­
ennially shows interest al- atinghome base. 
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Para~swimmers travel" 
.. -

,to Italywith CWG hope 
,' BYM~KHTUM ",UZIRANSA ' 

,KAMPALA. Qualification fOF. the 
, Commonwealth Games (cWG) will 

be tbpoftbe ag~dafor the Ugandan 
team that will compete at the March 
IHS Para SWimn;ling World series iIi: 
I;.j.gnano S&bbiadoro,Italy.- . 
_ Husnah Kukundakwe, who will-be' 

,,' cdmpeting in Lignano for afqurth tiIne 
after 2021, 2022, and 2024,Jeads the 

, _ team that has Condoleezza Nakazibwe, 
" EnockSsekiten:de,andJoshuaAsiimwe ' 

. ~JIYUllga. , . 

Kukundakwe will do a review of her 
SS class before competiJ)g to set the' 
ton~forCommonwealthQuaImcation.. 

"Review is- important because some­
one can get used to the conditions (of 
disability) or they can even get worse 
or they can get worse," the team's 
coach Muzafuru Muwanguz:i.shared 

"You might get a class at io yearsold 
bUt as you grow older, your body be­
,comes heavy and the movement of 

: the limbs, maybe your hand, can be-
come weaker.The hand has tbsupport 
the weight," Muwangrizi added as to 
why there have to be reviews of class­
~ every two years. 

At the heart of Kukundakwe's races 
-will be the 100m breaststroke, which 
she also hopes to compete in during 
the Glasgow Games. "In ~the 100m 
breaststroke will be very competitive 

, but] believe I have an opportunity to 
medalatitin theCWG. , 

"So, I will be trying (in Italy) to get to 
a time that will make me comfortable 
enough to think of a (CWG) medal. The 
para swimming events at the CWG are 

very 'limited, so I am:ieally lucky that 
SB8 is t1lerefortfie 100m breaststroke. 

"I will also popefully do the,l.QOm 
freestyle in S9 and I think I ean.inake 

i tbutthatshould be tight as-New zea­
land,Australia, Great Britain all hllVe S9 
swinuners."I haveto do those events re­
allyweIiinItaIy butiruive alsoDoto.Qne 
the,l00m backstroke in almost three 
years. I am looking forward to that as 
well andmayt)e; fingers crossed, after 
myreview and.Ioshua's classification,a 
relay as.wewait for allocated slots for 
theCWG;'"Kukundakwe, lS,Said. ' 

Meanwhile, 13 year oldNakazibwe is 
"feeJjng very good" ahead of the com­
petition, where she hopes to improve 
on her profile of international events 
from last year's World Para SWimming 
Cbampionships in Singapore (Septem­
ber) and the World Para SWimming Se­
ries in Indjanai>olis, USA (April). 

"I am improving in what I ~e 16 do. 
Hope to be better in Italy and~qualify 
for the CWG, that is the goal this yea!: 

"I am aiming at being in the top 10 in -
the S9'S 50m fly S9 but I also have 100m 
-breaststroke, 100m back, and 200m 1M 
(indiVidualmed!ey)events." Ssekitende 
also did classificatio~ in Indianapolis 
last yeiu;wbere he was coIifumed as an 
S9 swimmer. Italy is a chance for him to 
get grinding. 
"I am looking forward to cutting my 

times and hopet\Jlly getting a chance 
to.compete at the CWG,USA was good 
because I.made better times than what 
I expected and I hope Italy will be bet­
ter," Ssekitende, whose arm was dam­
aged after he was pushed by a friend 
ill school,sai~, ' 

Ready. Ssekitende, Kdkundakwe, Nakazibwe, and Muyunga hope for good 
fortunes in Italy. PHOTO/MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 
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SIX STAR FINISHERS 

~-
2026 Tokyo Marathon i Six new Abbott Stars for Uganda in Tokyo ing at the tough days, and sharing every 

step that brought us here," Amega -
whosejourney began almost as a prank 
entry to Berlin - called the moment "a 
dream realised through hard-earned 
discipline", marveling at how the chal- • 
lenge reshaped his view of possibility. 

Ronald Amega .- 3'2~'03 

Robert Okudi Bellarmine 3'25:19 

Vincent Erone 3'58:19 

Herman Kasekende 3'59:21 

Fred Lutaa)'a 4'03'55 

Jacqueline Lutaa)'a 4,31'24 

OTHER UGANDAN FINISHERS 

Judith Asiimwe Erone 5'33'30 

, Tokyo crown and Kenya's Brigid Kos­
; gei rewrote the women's record books 
: on Sunday, six Ugandan marathoners 
~ achieved their own summit. 
: In doing so, Ronalci Amega, Robert 
: Orudi Bellarmine, Vincent Erone,Her­
~ man Kasekende, Fred Lutaa}'a and Jac­
• queline Lutaaya - completing in that 
:. order - rounded off the Abbott World 
• Marathon Majors seriesjoining an elite 
; fraternity of global finishers and swell-

Previous finishers : ing Uganda's Six Star roll from two to 
Sheila Ejalu (2014) : eight. Theirjourneys were never about 

: the spotlight. They were about com­
:!::D~a~vi~d~M!:!:!u~te§:n~g~a ~(2~0~2~3)~======== , ' mitment, balance and courage - pack­
BY ANDREW MWANGUHYA : ingnormallivesintotheextraordinary 

, task of running all six Majors across the 
J I NJA. As Ethiopia's Tadese Takele ex- : world. 
ecuted a thrilling finish to defend his • Travel, jobs, family responsibilities 

: andself-fu.n,ded flights went hand-in-
1.1")] 'LJL. ,~' t ' " 
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hand with sunrise training runs and 
logistical puzzles, all for one purpose: 
to finish. That purpose became reali.ty 
in Tokyo. 

Crossing the line into history 
With Tokyo's streets lined by cheer­

ing crowds and sun-lit avenues guid­
ing them to the finish, each of the six 
crossed the 42.19S-km line not just as 
finishers of one marathon , but as Six 
Star athletes. 

For many, the moment was a flood of 
gratitude and reflection. For Orudi, who 
marked his 60th birthday with a 60lan 
run in preparation, the finish was proof 
that age is no boundary to persistence. 

"We have to keep going," he had said 
ahead of the milestone. Once he crossed 
,that line, it was mission ccomplished. 

- ...1' :1 .\.. -.8 ~ 1: '" . ~t; J:5 

"Done," Okudi posted on Team Ma::. 
tooke's community platform group, 
adding - half jokingly -"not sure if dust­
-ed. Retired and tired." 

He was clearly taking in the moment 
light-heartedly, but one member of the 
group - among the many inspired by 
the recently retired Finance Ministry 
commissioner attached to the Educa­
tion Ministry - was quick to respond: 
"Not tired sir, some more miles to cover." 

Jacqueline and Fred Lutaaya, who 
have run much of this road together as 
p1irtners and teammates, described the 
finish as "joy beyond time" - a shared 
testament to partnership as much as 
endurance. Vmcent Erone, whose wife 
- Judith - also completed her fifth star 
in Tokyo, spoke of camaraderie, saying 

,they were "pushing~ach other, !a¥@ -
o It ,v J'. 1 <. u g, ~, " , 

A quiet revolution takes its place 
Tokyo's elite fields delivered world­

class performances, but alongside that 
global stage, Uganda's runners earned .. ~ 
their own thunderous achievements. 

Their m edals are not measured in sec­
onds; they are measured in years of dis­
cipline, countless flights, miles on quiet 
roads and a comnmnity's collective be­
lief that this was possible. 

This quiet marathon revolution ~ 
started by pioneers Sheila Ejalu in 2014, 
followed by David Mutenga in 2Q23,and 
now six more - is a statement ofbelong­
ing. 
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