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National News 

. 24 justice institutions to 
be housed under one roof 
Officials said the estab­
lishment of the facility 
will significantly reduce 
government expendi-. 
ture on rented office 
space. 

:.' . 

BY ANTHONY WESAKA 

T
he government has announced ~ . 
that at least 24 institutions under : 
the Justice, Law and Order Sector : 

. (JLOS) will relocate to a new : 
permanent home at JLOS Towers in ~ 
Naguru, Kampala, part of efforts to • 
establish a one· stop justice centre. : 
In a statement issued at the : 

weekend, the Ministry of Justice : 
and Constitutional Affairs said the : 
relocation from its current offices at : 
Bauman House on Parliament Avenue : 
to the new facility will take effect on : 
Marcil 16,2026. .. : 

"The Ministry of ·Justice and L 
Constitutional Affairs wishes to ~ 
inform·the general public that it will : 
be relocating from its current offices ~ Officials during a tour of the JLOS Towers in Naguru, Kampala, las.t yea~, PHOTO/COURTESY 

. at Plot 7)ParliamentAvenu~,Bauman - .: . 
House, to its new premises at JLOS : customised accommodation for front­
Towers, Plot 98-102, Katalima Road, L.lineJLOSinstitutions. 

• Naguru, Kampala, effective March 16, : "Upon completion, the JLOS House, 
2026,"the statement reads in part : 

According to the ministry, about 24 : 
government offices will initially move : MOVING OFFICES 
as part of the first phase of the reloca' : .. .......................... .. .. . .... , ....... . 

tion. Officials said the establishment : 
of the facility will significantly reduce : 
goveirunent expenditure on rented of- : 
fice space for justice sector institutions, : 
which currently costs about $6.9 mil- : 
lion (Shs25 billion) annually. ~ 

The project, known as JLOS House, : 
was launched in June 2022 to provide : 
a centralised office complex for key jus- : 
tice sector institutions. _ : 

During the groundbreaking ceremo- : 
ny in 2022, Muruli Mukasa, then acting : 
Minister for Justice and Constitutional : 
Affairs,said the facility would provide • 

The offices relocating to JLOS 
Towers include the Office 
of the Minister, Attorney 
General, Deputy Attorney 
General, PS, Solicitor General, 
Deputy Solicitor General, and 
Director ofCi..,il Litigation, 
as we11 as the Department of 
Alternative Dispute Resolution, 
Department of Constitutional 
Affairs, Department of Land 
and Environment Matters, . 
Directorate of Legal Advisory 

a one-stop justice centre, shall pro­
vide cUstomised accommoda,tion for 
frontlineJLOS institutions with ~,040 

and Consultative Services, 
.Department of Public Law 
and .Regulation, Commercial 

.~ Law,.public Procurement Law, 
Natural Resources and Energy 
·Law, Public-International Law 
and International Cooperation; 
First Parliamentary Counsel, . . 
Principal Legislation, Department 
of Subsidiary Legislation, 
Department of Local Government 
Legislation, Administra~or 
·General, Law Council, 
Department or"Finance, and the 
JLOS Secretariat. 

square metres of office space and park­
ing for more than 2,300 vehicles at a 
cost of ShS256 billion," he said at the 
time. 

Officials said the project's first phase 
comprises three blocks of 11 floors and 
is expected to be completed within 49 
months. 

Authorities say the new facility is in­
tended to strengthen coordination 
among institutions responsible for the 
admiIiistration of justice and improve 
service delivery to the public. 

The one-stop justice centre is also ex­
pected to enhance transparency, ac­
countability, and efficiency by bringing 
together multiple agencies involved in 
thejustice ~ within a single pur­
pose-built complex in Naguru. 

See related information on Page 11 
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Chief Justice approves mobile courts to boost justice access 
BY PHILIP WAFULA 

KAMPALA. Chief Justice Flavian zei­
ja has signed an instrument to roll out 
mobile courts, particularly on Ugandan 
islands. 

Justice zeija said while still serving as 
Principal Judge,he was"bothered"bythe 
state of justice on Kalangala and Buvu­
rna islands, where he often met ~ople 
during court open days. • 

"So,last week,I signed the mobile court 
instrument to ensure that we can serve 
people where we don't have courts," Jus­
tice Zeija said while launching Phase II 
of the Community Justice Programme 
(CJP minKampala 

He said they had initiated a pro­
gramme to procure boats,and although 
three have been procured, only one has 
arrived. . 

'TIn hoping that with the lioats we are 

procuring, and with that instrument, 
our judicial officers can get a tent, chairs, 
put them on the boat, and go to some 
of the islpnds, hold court sessions, com­
plete them, convict people, and come 
back,"Justice Zeija added. 

He recalled prior visits to some islands 
while still Principal Judge, saying he 
heard that when a person committed an 
offence, they were arrested and placed in 
a police cell because of a lack of prison 
facilities, and after a day or two, the sus· 
pect was asked to provide money to be 
taken to court. 

Turning to CJP II, Justice Zeija said it 
is a testament to the collective commit· 
ment to ensuring that the gates of justice 
and good governance are open to every 
Ugandan,regardless of their status or lo­
cation. 

The CJP II, running from December 
2025 to Dec~mber 2028,is a $9.6m pro­
gramme funded by1:he-swedish govern. 

-. ~~-- -.~--.- --------~ 

"

. Justification. "I'm 
hoping that with the 
boats we are pro­

curing, and with that 
instrument, our judicial 

officers can get a tent, chairs, put 
them on the boat, and go to some 
ofthe islands, hold court sessions, 
complete them, convict people, 
and come back," Flavlan ZeUa, 
Chief Justice 

ment through the SWedish Internation­
al Development Cooperation Agency. 

The SWedish Ambassador·to Uganda, 
Ms MariiJ. Hcikansson, who ho~ted the 
launch, said Phase I of the CJP·demon­
strated that when communities are em­
poweredjustice becomes more accessi­
ble, trusted, and relevant to people's dai­
ly lives.She,howev~noted that access to 
justice in Uganda remains limited dueto 
constrained geographic coverage, high-

legal costs, procedural complexity, and 
institutional capacity gaps. 

"Against this background and in line 
with SWeden's commitment towards 
enhancing equitable justice for all, in 
November 2025, SWeden entered in­
to an agreement with the Internation­
al Development Law Organisation to 
implement a second phase of the CJP," 
said Ambassador Hakansson: 

The IDLO Uganda Country Manager, 
Ms Barbara Kilei,said CJP II aims to en­
sure women have equal access to land, 
finance, technology, services, markets, 
and leadership. 

She added: "From the State partner­
ship from inception to Phase I to Phase 
II, and now also with the Netherlands 
programme and, hopefully, an Aus­
tria project, we hope to increase the en­
gagement to enhance access to justice 
andensurethatthejusticethatisdeliv­
ered is responsive to Ugandans'needs." 

www.monitor.co.ug 

Kenyan preacher 
tasks Church on 
. child protection 

BY JANE NAFULA 

KAMPALA. A visiting Kenyan 
preacher has urged the Church to go 
beyond spiritual guidance and active­
ly support vulnerable communities to 
help build stronger societies. 

Ms Lucy Natasha, the general overse· 
er of Empowerment Christian Church, . 
made the call during a visit to Sanyu 
Babies Home in Mengo over-the week­
end. 

Ms Natasha, who was accompanied 
by members of Kampala Kingdom of 
Christ International Ministries in Ntin­
da, Kampala, said the Church should 
emulate the example of Jesus Chrillt by 
extending compassion and practical 
support to vulnerable groups. 

"On top of building communitie~ 
spiritually, we must learn how to give. I 
want to encourage the Church in Ugan­
da to ~pport and empower vulnerable 
groups,"she said. 

"I know the Church has been doing 
something, but it needs to do more. Let 
us empower communities around us 
and spread the love of Christ through 
giving. We do not give because we have 
much; we give because we care," she 
added . 
. Ms Natasha, who .is also attending 
a seven-day conference organised to 

+ 

mark International Women's·Day, said + 
East African countrie~ continue to face . 
challenges of child abuse and neglect 
and called for concerted efforts to ad­
dress the problem. 0 

"These are children Who are thrown 
away and picked from garbage pits and 
trenches, yet every life matters. Let us 
return to being'peopl~ who value and 
respect human life,"she said. 

Ms Jesca Namulinde, a social worker 
at Sanyu Babies Home, said the facility . 
currently cares for 47.abandoned chil-
dren aged between zero and four years. 

She noted that the home largely de­
. pends on donations frOm churches; in­
stitutions, and individuals to meet the 
·children's basic needs, including medi: 
cal care and welfare. -

"Some of these children are picked 
from garbage pits and trenches. Our 
main objective is to see them thrive 
here and eventually grow up in fami­
lies,"Ms Namulinde said. 

She explained that once children 
reach four years, eff0rts are made to re­
unite them with known relatives after 
careful assessment, while others are 
adopted or fostered by local and inter­
national families. 

Adopted children 
According to Ms Namulinde, about 

40 percent of the children are adopt­
ed, while others are successfully reunit­
ed with relatives. She recalled that last 
year,four children were reunited with 
families in Kenya and Rwanda. 

Ms Namulinde added that the home 
currently needs essential supplies such 
as infant formula for babies who have 
yet to transition to solid foods. 

Meanwhile, Mr Elijah Baingana, a pas­
tor at Kampala Kingdom of Christ In­
ternational Ministries, attributed child' 
abandonment partly to unplanned 
pregnancies and relationship challeng- -
es.He urged parents to plan responsibly 
before having children and ensure they 
are prepared to raise them. 


