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ISINGOMA'S ONLY KNOWN RELATIVE VISITS HIM ONCE A WEEK 
onab T1l$Jnqwire 
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In i qui;et ne~bourhood on 
the · outs\iriS of Fort Portal 
city. eight-year-old Joseph 
Jsingema, has been living 
alene for two years. 

EIGHT-YEAR-OLD BOY LIVES ALONE, 
, Ritah Kenyange, Joseph 

Isingoma's teacher, is 
now appealing to well­
wishers to support him 
join a special needs 
school because of his 
disability. 

Mary Bigambwenda, a 
relative, said Isingoma's 
mother died shortly after he 
was born. Bigambwenda said 
Isingoma's father married 
another woman and when 
she also passed away, he left 
the boy at home without a 
caretaker. 

"For two years, the boy has 
been living - alone. He now 
survives c 'on -'handouts from 
neighbours," she said. 

Despite the hardship, 
Isingoma has not dropped 
out of school. He is currently 
in Primary Two at Bagaaya 
Primary School. 

Isingoma also lives with a 
disability known as Kyphosis, 
an excessive, outward 
curvature of the thoracic 
spine (upper back) causing a 
hunched appearance. 

When New Vision visited 
Isingoma's home, he had just 
arrived from a nearby well 
carrying jerrycans of water and 
firewood. 

In the house were a few 
. cups and plates littered in one 
comer. 

He later lit his paraffin lamp 
and narrated to NeW Vision his 
daily routine. 

STRUGGLES TO STAY IN SCHOOL 

Islnqoma washlnq utensils. He has lived alone for two years since his father left him Kenyanqe 

necessities," she said. 

Kenyange says she 
ret;ently secured for him 
a place at Canon Apollo 
Primary School, which 
teaches children with 
disabilities. 

"At this school, he will 
be able to be taken care 
of. It will help him move 
away from the difficult 
life of staying alone," 
Kenyange said. 

She requests well­
wishers to help the boy 
raise school fees which 
is sh450,000. 

"This child has 
gone through a lot of 
hardship in his life, 
but he is determined 
to study. With support 
from well-wishers, he - . 
can join fhe school and 
have a bright future." 
Kenyange said • 

landing site in Ntoroko district. 
Bigambwenda reportedly 

"After school, I fetch water, 
cook and sleep," ISingoma 
said. 

His teacher, Ritah Kenyange, 
mid New Vision that she made 

-. a follow-up on Isingoma after 
she noticed that he was always 
coming to school without 
scholastic materials, such as 
books, pens and pencils. 

"When we tried to find out . 
why, we discovered that he 
was actually living alone," she 
said. 

Kenyange said, despite the 

hardship. Isingoma is eager 
to learn and attends school 
whenever he can. 

"But it is very difficult for him 
to keep up without the basic 

According to the neighbours, 
Isingoma's only known 
relative who checks on him is 
Bigambwenda, who works at a 

visits the boy about once a 
week. During these visits, she 
brings basic necessities, such 
as food and other household 
basics. 

CommisSioner Seku urges youth to uphold morality, protect environment 
¥0l!D8 Ugan,dans have been urged to 
avoid ~ behaviour and protect the 
enviropruent as a way of building a 
pnm>erous country in which future 

-generations will thrive. 
While passing out 1,041 students 

who have been undergoing patriotism 
training at Uganda Technical College 
Elgon" in Bugisu sub-region, Hellen 
Seku, the commissioner of the 
National Secretariat for Patriotism 
Corps, said the youth should embrace 
patriotism and family values. as 
opposed to foreign cultures"that 
undermine Africa's prosperity. 

Seku also warned the youth against 
engaging in prostitution and cross­
generational relationships with sugar 
daddies and sugar mummies, saying 
such practices expose them to many 
dangers including HIV/AIDS. 

"HIV kills and it continues to claim 
many lives. Young people should take 
note of this and avoid shortcuts that 
can destroy their future," she said. 

She said today's environment is full 

Seku (seated third-left) with other officials durlnq the passlnq out of 1,041 students who have been 
underqolnq patriotism tralnlnq at Uqanda Technical College Elgon In Mbale recently 

of challenges on morality. calling on 
students to remain disciplined and 
focused on building their future. 

The commissioner reminded 

the youth that President Yoweri 
Museveni has consistently advised 
citizens to create wealth through hard 
work rather than seeking quick gains 

through risky activities. 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
Seku. who planted a tree at the 

MORE 
Hellen Seku, the . 
commissioner of the National 
Secretariat for Patriotism 
Corps and I}er team have 
organised patriotism trainings 
across different tertiary 
institutions in the country this 
month. 

venue, rallied the youth to protect 
the environment, especially,tn places, 
such as Bugisu and Kigezi, which face 
challenges, such as landslides, soil 
erosion and flooding. 

She noted that in 2024, the President 
launched a national environmental 
protection campaign and her visit, • 
among others, aimed -at continuing 
to promote the same message among 
the youth in the region. 

Seku further highlighted the 
importance of trees, saying they 
support h.uman life and contribute 
to natural 'healing through herbs and .. ~ 
other environmental benefits. 


