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President Yoweri Museveni yesterday 
piet National Resistance Movement 
(NRM) leaders from Masaka at 
Masaka State Lodge. 

He urged them to focus on 
addressing the real challenges 
affecting wananchi (local people), 
exposing corruption at local 
levels, . and promoting government 
programmes aimed at · improving 
livelihoods. . 

The meeting was organised by 
Masaka Woman MP-elect, Justin 
Namere. 

Museveni criticised some leaders for 
spending too much time in political 

. arguments instead of addressing the 
needs of -ordinary citizens. 

"It is unfortunate how some leaders 
waste time in Parliament talking 
instead of looking at the real issues 
and reaching the ordinary people. 
Leaders must expose wrongdoing and 
demand solutions to the problems 

affecting the wananchi," the President 
said. He warned that silence in the 
face of corruption undermines public 
trust and >yeakens service delivery. 

"Keeping quiet about thieves 
and corruption in your areas is 
unacceptable. If leaders at the district 
level are corrupt and Members of 
Parliament fear to expose them, then 
the whole system rots," he added. 
. The President also challenged NRM 
leaders to confidently speak about 
the achievements of- the government 
instead of fearing criticism. 

"Some NRM leaders fear talking 
about the achievements of the 
government because they worry about 
criticism from the population. This 
is wrong. Instead of ' keeping quiet, 
you should promote government 
programmes and explain what has 
been achieved," he said. 

On national unity, Museveni 
cautioned against sectarianism, 
describing it as a dangerous force that 
divides communities along tribal and 
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o President Musevenl 
further urged leaders to 
mobilise wananchlto embrace 
government wealth creation 

. programmes, such as the 
Parjsh Development Model and 
Operation Wealth Creation. 

religious lines. 
"This is dangerous-and we must not 

allow it," he emphasised. 
The President commended Namere 

for her , courage and initiative in 
organising the meeting, recounting 
how he first encountered her when 
she was young and later brought her 
to work as an advisor. 

He also recalled the circumstances 
surrounding her election victory. 

"When she contested' for the Masaka 
Woman MP seat, there were attempts 
to rig the votes. But she insisted on 
a recowft, and when the vote.s were 

counted again, she won. That shows 
courage," he said. 

To illustrate the importance of 
unity across communities, President 
Museveni shared a personal story 
about how his education was 
supported through cattle sales to 
traders from different backgrounds. 

"I went to school in the 1950s 
and 1960s because my father was 
able to pay the school fees by 
selling cattle in the monthly auction 
markets of Ntungamo. The buyers 
were businessmen from different 
backgrounds, including Walusimbi­
Mpanga from Kampala, Bukyenya 
from Mbarara and Shear, a m.uzungu 
operating from Ishaka who supplied 
cattle to feed miners at Kilembe," he 
said. 
mo, then, supported my 

education apart from my father? 
Certainly not only the Banyankore 
or my church denomination," he 
added, stressirig that development 
has always depended on cooperation 
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among diverse communities. 
President Museveni further urged 

leaders to mobilise wananchi to 
embrace government wealth creation 
programmes, such as the Parish 
Development Model (PDM)and 
Operation Wealth Creation. 

- "NRM has always focused on the 
real issues affecting the people. In 
the past, ' we faced challenges like 
insecurity, lack of schools and health 
centres. Today, the main issue we are 
fighting is poverty," he said. 
. He explained that PDM was 
introduced to ensure that government 
support directly reaches households 
through parish-level structures. 

.- Namere thanked Museveni for 
meeting the leaders and for his 
continued guidance to . the people of 
Masaka. ~His (President's) guidance 
will help us refocus on serving 
.Qur people and promoting the 
government programmes meant to 
improve the livelihoods of wananchi," 
she said. 

. By MichaelOdeng 

The Speaker of Parliament, 
Anita Among, has contributed 
sh50m for an eye health 
camp in Bukedea district arid 
commended the Ruparelia 
family Tor supporting 
government efforts to extend 
health services to local 
communities. 

Among donates sh50m for Bukedea eye camp The outreach is being 
organised by Ruparelia 
Foundation in p,artnership 
with Mulago National 
Referral Hospital ana 
C-Care, bringing together 
speCialised medical teams' 
to deliver eye health 
services closer .to rural ~ 
communities. 

Among made the contribution 
during the official launch . of 
Rajiv Ruparelia (RR) memorial 
eye health camp at Kabira 
Country Club in Kampala on 
Tuesday. 

The medical outreach, 
scheduled to take place from 
March 27-29, this year at 
Bukedea Teaching Hospital and 
is expected to benefit residents 
from several distri.cts across 
eastern and northern Uganda. 

Rajiv. the former managing 
director of the Ruparelia Group, 
died in a . road accident along 
Busapala road on May 3, 2025, at 

the age of35. He was known not 
only as a young business leader, 
but also as a philanthropist, who 
championed several community 
initiatives through the Ruparelia 
Foundation. 

The Speaker commended the 
Ruparelia family for continuing ' 
Rajiv's legacy of philanthropy 
through programmes that 
benefit communities. 

Speaking at the launch, 
businessman Sudhir Ruparelia 
thanked Among fOJ supporting 
the initiative and for the affection 
she showed his son during his 
lifetime. 

The businessman said the 
contribution would help extend . 
specialised eye care services to 
communities that often struggle 
to access treatment 

"Rajiv believed strongly in 

Among (centre) being received by Ruparella and Jyotsna 
at Kablra Country Club where she j~lned the Ruparella 
Foundation and other partners for the official launch of 
the upcoming RR Eye Ca~., in Bukedea district 

helping people and giving back 
to soyiety. This eye camp is part 
of continuing the dream he had 

-to improve lives," he said. 
SudhU also revealed that the 

outreach will becOme a periodic 
programme held every two 
years, with the next edition 
planned for Kasese district. 

Jyotsna Ruparelia thanked 
Ugandans for the support they 
have shown the Ruparelia 
family over the years. 

Jyotsna said eye health camp 
was deliberate because eye 
vision . plays a central role in 
daily life. 

"The eyes drive all other parts 
of the body. If someone cannot 
see, it becomes very difficult to 
carry out most activities. That 
is why protecting sight is so 
important," she said 

According to the 
organisers, patients 
attending the camp will 
receive free eye check-ups, 
cataract screening, reading 
glasses, children's glasses 
and cataract surgeries for 
selected cases. 

Eye diseases in Uganda 
are largely driven by 
high ultraviolet radiation 
exposure, causing a 
57.7% blindness rate-from 
cataracts. -
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