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Officials attr ibute the 
trend largely to r ising 
cases of sexual violence 
against minQrs, many of 
whom enq up pregnant . 

Leaders worry over high 
number of teen· mothers 

BYYOWERI KAGUTA 
&. ALEX ASHABA 

A
UthOrities in Kasese District have 
raised concern over a ~!l.uni­

. ber of teenage p].'egI1aIlO~ m the area. . - ,- : . .~ 
Health workers report an incfease ip. 

the number of yoUIig girls att~ding 
antenatal care arid delivering in heruth 
facilities across the district. "'. 

Officials attribu~.the trend largely to 
rising cases of sexual Niolence against 
minors. C' .'~ 

Dr Hebert Nzeeke, the head oJ the 
Maternal Pen,niital Death Surveillance 
Response (MPDSR) system :tlJat 
monitors deliveries aUtl maternal 
outcomes across'the dist:riit, confirmed . 
that several health facilities in the 
district, including Bwera Government 
Hospital,RukookiHospital,Nyabirongo, 
and Nyamirami, continue to record 
high numbers of teenage deliveries. 

"Eve r y week, w e h ave a n 
accountability platform as a district 
where each facility reports the number 
of teenage deliveries recorded that 
week. On average, a facili.ty regist~rs 
between 10 and 15 teenage deliveries, 
especially,among girls aged 19 years 
and below,"Dr Nzeeke said. Mothers at Rukoki Health Centre IV in Kasese District on March 25, 2023. PHOTO! FILE 

Dr Nzeeke, who is also the officer-in­
charge of Nyabirongo Health Centre administrator, said a significant 
Iv, warned that the growing number n~ber of mothers delivering at the 
of teenage pregnancies poses serious facility are teenagers. 
health risks, particularly because many "In February this year, we received 
girls become Pregnant before their a total of 726 mothers who came 
bodies are fully developed. to deliver, but more than 200 

number of mothers coming to deliver," 
he said. 

A simila r situation h as been 
reported at Rukooki Hospital in Kasese 

Municipality. A health worker at the 
facility revealed that out of 

He said some teenagers have were young girls delivering 
pelvic bones that are not mature their first or second 
enough to allow 'safe delivery; forcing babies," Mr Bwambale 
health workers to resort to sur~cal said in an interview at 
intervention. the weekend. 7300 . 

PR~GNANCIES ' 
IN 2022 

530 mothers who delivered 
there last month, 152 were 
teenage mothers. 

Last week,Daily Monitor 
reported that parents 
and local leaders in 
Kasese raised alarm over 

"After surgery, a patient may He added that the 
experience post-surgery complications, growing number of 
infections from the wound, delayed expectant mothers has 
healing, and iIi some cases tears and overwhelJRed the facility. 
other complications,"Dr Nzeeke said. "If you reach the hospital, 

At Bwera Government Hospital in you will witness that we even have 
Mpondwe-Lhubiriba Town Council, : many patients sleeping on the floor 
Mr Clarence Bwambale, the senior : because we are overwhelmed by the 

a surge in unsafe abortions 
following the discovery of 

about 10 foetuses dumped 
at various garbage sites across the 

district. 

Hopeful 
In response to the rising cases of teen­

age pregnancies and violence against 
girls, the Rwenzururu Kingdom, with 
support from the International Jus­
tice Mission, has stepped up efforts to 
strengthen the justice system and pro­
tect vulnerable groups. 

Last week, a dissemination and train­
ing workshop on gender principles and 
violence against women and children 
was held in Kasese Town. 

Mr Emmanuel Emwamu, the West­
ern Uganda regional manager for Inter­
national Justice Mission, said the poli­
cy guidelines on family and gender re­
lations under the Obusinga Bwa Rwen­
zururu are aimed at strengthening 
the criminaljustice system and ensur-

BY THE NUMBERS -

·726 mothers.delivered at 
Bwera Government Hospital in 
February 2026. 
• Over 200 ofthem were 
teenage mothers below 18 
y~. . 
·530 deliveries were recorded 
at Rukooki Hospital last month. 

. ·152 ofthose were teenage • 
mothers . 
• Health facilities report 10 -15 
teenage deliveries every week. 
·7,329 teenage pregnancies 
were recorded in Kasese during 
the Covid-19 period and 2022. 

ing protection for survivors of violence 
within the kingdom. ' . 

"Our focus has been on women and 
children because the numbers clear­
ly show that it is a major problem af­
fecting our society. Different studies in _ 
Uganda continue to show a high prev- -
alence of violence against women and 
children,"Mr Emwamu said. 

The kingdom's Prime Minister, Mr 
Benson Kule Baritazale, said the guide­
lines will help educate the kingdom's _ :: 
structures on how issues related to cul­
tural practices, values, norms, and be­
liefs should be handled. 

"Clan chiefs are advised to strongly de­
sist from mediating cases that fall out­
side their roles as custodians of cus­
toms. Any violation deemed criminal 
in nature must be referred to the rele­
vant authorities,"he said. 

During the Covid-19 pandemic and 
in 2022, Kasese,l)istTIct ranked third 
among districts with'the highest num­
ber ofteenage pregnancies in the coun­
try. 
Information from the office of 

the senior probation officer ' shows' 
that a total of 7,329 cases of teenage 
pregnancies were recorded in Kasese 
during that period. . 
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Tayebwa warns against 
begging from politicians 
BY HILLARY TWINAMATSIKO 

BUSHENYI. DeputySpeakerofParlia­
ment Thomas Tayebwa has cautioned 
Ugandans against the culture of beg­
ging from political leaders, saying it en­
trenches poverty and undermines ef­
fective leadership. 

Mr Tayebwa made the remarks last 
Friday at the burial of the late George 
Kanyarwanda in Kyeizooba Sub-county, 
Bushenyi District. 

Addressing mourners, Mr Tayebwa, 
who represented President Museveni, 
said widespread poverty and the ten­
dency of citizens to seek financial hand­
outs from leaders have made it difficult 
for politicians to effectively serve the 
public. 

"In the next term, our main aim is to 
fight poverty because it is very hard 

for a leader to lead poor people. Some­
times you even get scared of holding 
a meeting because people will ask for 
transport, and you even get scared of 
greeting someone because a greeting 
becomes an invoice,"he said. 
Mr Tayebwa said many people wake 

up early in the morning to camp at the 
homes of Members of Parliament seek­
ing ffuancial assistance, a situation he 
said has forced some legislators to avoid 
their constituents. 

He noted that the pressure to provide 
handouts often pushes soine leaders 
to focus on distributing money during 
election periods instead of prioritising 
service delivery. 

"I ask you to give your leaders some 
rest so that they can lobby for you and 
serve you better,"he added. 

Mr Tayebwa's remarks come at a 

Deputy Speaker Thomas Tayebwa (right) interacts with the heir ofthe late 
George Kanyarwanda at the burial last Friday. PHOTO! HILLARY TWINAMATSIKO 

time when elections and political cam­
paigns in the country have increasingly 
been associated with monetary hand­
outs, with many voters expectingfinan­
cial incentives from candidates. • 

Speaking about the deceased, Mr 
Tayebwa said President Museveni had a 
personal connection with the late Kan­
yarwanda, who taught him at Kyamate· 
Primary School. 

--------------------------------------------------------------~------------------------- --~----

: "I have represented the President at 
: many burials, but I have never received 

the President's call three times justto 
remind me ofan appointment, a~ it 
happened after the death of his former 
teacher,"he said. 

Mr Eldard Karukiiko, a longtime as:-..= 
sociate of the deceaSed, described Kan­
yarwanda as a dedicated teacher who 
played a key role in promoting youth 
and community development. 

He said the late teacher sponsored the 
first football tournament in Rwampara 
District in 1956. 

"What we remember about him as 
Ugandans is his heart for the youth af­
ter sponsoring the very first football 
tournament in Rwampara," Mr Ka-
rukiiko said. -~-

He added that the deceased also 
helped many learners continue with 
their education by paying school fees 

"The little education I attained was 
because of the late Kanyarwanda I re­
member he paid 35 shillings for me 
when I was in Primary Three after my 
father failed to pay, and that is how I 
was able to continue to Bugongi Prima-
ry School,"he said. 

- -- - -- - - -----------


