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Olila wrc slip further lira Ci~ gears up for National ~oys foot~all cnampionsni 
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Olila High School WFC's 
relegation worries deepened 
after they were edged out 1-0 
by Kampala Queens FC at the 
Olila grounds on Saturday, 
following a first-half strike 
from Namaganda Zaituni. 

The loss leaves Olila at the 
bottom of the Finance Trust 
~omen's Super League stand­
ings, with just three points 
from 12 matches. According 
to coach Stephen Ewolu, the 
~eam now faces a daunting 
task, needing to win four 
consecutive games to avoid 
relegation. . c· . 

Olila started the match 
brightly, controlling the early 
tempo and pressing high, but 
the Queens' defence remained 
solid, absorbing the pressure. 
1)1e breakthrough came in the 
13th minute when Nama­
ganda unleashed a powerful 
long-range strike, perfectly 
set up by a brilliant run and 
cross from Briggate Nakate 
down the right wing, exposing 
Olila's vulnerabilities. 

"Our immediate focus is to 
move out of the relegation 
zone and give ourselves a 
chance to compete in next 
season's Women's Super' 
League,". Ewolu said. "The 
title is not within our reach at 
the moment, but survival is 
the priority." 
Team captain Gilanda 

Ariokot attributed the club's 
struggles to a shortage of ex­
perienced players, explaining 
that most senior squad mem­
bers have left, leaving a young 
and inexperienced team to 
carry the burden. "All our 
senior players have departed, 
and the current squad lacks 
experience, which is our main 
challenge," Ariokot said. 

Meanwhile, She Corporates 
and Kawemp.e Muslim remain 
top and second with 35 and 
33 points respectively. 

~y..~.?~~,~~ ........................ . 
Preparations are gathering 
pace in Lira City as the area 
gets ready to host the 2026 
Uganda Secondary Schools 

• Sports Association National 
Boys Football Championship. 
The tournamen~ will take 
place at Lira Town College, 
located in the East Division of 
the city, With teams expected 
to arrive on May 10 before the 
competition runs through to 
May 20. 

To ensure the successful 
organisation of the champi­
onship, a number of working 
committees have been estab­
lished to handle key aspects 
of the event. These include 
technical, welfare, security. and 
safety, water and power, as 
well as health and sanitation 
committees, among others. 

Last Friday, stakeholders 
convened at Lira Town Col­
lege for a planning meeting 
that also involved an inspec-

tion of the facilities to assess 
the level of preparedness in 
line with the requirements 
of the national tournament. 
During the exercise, several 
playing fields within the city 
were inspected and evaluated. 

According to P'Bitek Okot, 
the second vice president 
of USSSA, the host school 
has already achieved about 
70 percent of the required 
preparations. He explained 

that the school has sUfficient 
accommodation facilities, 
including dormitories that will 
house the participating teams, 
and a number of playgrounds 
that meet the standards for 
national competitions. 

Okot reveaied that they 
require 11 grounds for the 
championship but the inspec­
tion team identified close to 
25 fields within the city that 
meet the standards. 

SAL~f~ HfA~ll1~A IOWN ~fl 
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Sacred Heart Secondary 
School in Gulu has intensified 
preparations as it gears to host 
the 2026 Uganda Secondary 
Schools Sports Association 
(USSSA) National Ball Games 
II and Athletics Champion­
ship, with officials expressing 
confidence that the facilities 
will be ready in time for the 
prestigious schools' event. 

. The school administration 
says work to upgrade and 
organize the required venues 
is progressing steadily as 
the institution prepares to 
welcome teams from across 
the country. According to in Gulu and Lira. The two-day a well-organized national 
head teacher Hellen Lamono, assessment, conducted from competition. 
the opportunity to host the March 10 to 11, focused on Meanwhile, Gulu High 
national games again has . confirming the preparedness School, another institution 
generated excitement not only of Lira Town College and Sa- supporting the event, has 
within the school but also cred Heart Secondary School, pledged full cooperation 
among the wider community which will host the National to ensure the games are 
in Gulu. Boys U-20 Football Champi- successfully staged. The 

LaInono noted that hosting .onship and ~all Games II and school's headteacher Beatrice 
the competition for a second Athletics respectively. Nagudi said they are ready to 
time is a major milestone for The inspection team, led contribute towards making the 
the institution, adding that the by Sam Odong, the ASsistant championship memorable and 
school is determined to ensure Commissioner for PhYSical promised a lively atmosphere 
the facilities meet the stand- Education, evaluated several for the visiting teams. 
ards expected for a national aspects including the condi- . Nagudi also called on the 
championship. She explained tion of playgrounds and com- school's alumni, local leaders 
that the ongoing preparations petition venues, accommoda- ' - and other stakeholders to 
are aimed at guaranteeing a tion facilities for players. and . support the preparations to 
successful-tournament and officials, administrative>~eas, , ensure that the region hosts 
providing a good experience security arrangements and the~ a successful national com-· 
for participating schools. general safety environment petition. The championship 

Her remarks followed a joint Odong explained that the will feature a wide range of 
inspection' carried out by offi- purpose of the exercise was to ., sporting disciplines including 
cials from the Ministry of Egu- ensure that the host schools,,; . ,.girls' football, basketball for 
cation and Sports Uganda and are capable of accommodating. . both-poys .and girls, hockey, 
the USSSA executive to asSt;SS the large number of partici- ";"'~ ' gby iSs, tenilis, table tennis, 
readiness oLthe..b.ost v:enues-.--t:_::pa.n~cted and delivering badminton among others. 

. ~ . 
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. Grassroo~ foot~all ~~es center s~ge 
.~y. .~~~:~~ .. ~~.!T..~~~.~~! ..... 
Ggombolola Cup 
Football 
Ntuusi 2 Musale 0 
Netball ' 
Musaale 40 Mutuba 23 

The Buganda minister for 
Youth, Sports and Arts Rob­
ert Serwanga has urged lead­
ers of the different county 
teams to prioritise grassroots 
comp~titions as the main 
source of talent ah~ad of the 
2026 Masaza Cup. • 

Serwanga emphasised that 
local tournaments within 
Buganda provide a strong . 
platfortn for identifying and 
nurturing young players 
who can later represent their 
counties in the prestigious 
championship. He added 
that the call is in line with the 
guidance of Kabaka Ronald 
Muwenda Mutebi II, who 
has conSistently encouraged 
his subjects to promote 
sports development at the 
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grassroots level. 
According to the minis-

ter, counties should focus 
on scouting players from 
sub-county competitions 
so that teams are built on 
home-grown talent capable 
of competing in various tour­
naments across the kingdom. J 

Serwanga made the < -
remarks on Sunday during 
the closing ceremony of the 
Ggombolola Cup final in 
Mawogola County held at 
the Ssaza grounds in Sem­
babule district. 

Moroto rea~y to staije USSSA !JaIl ijameS --
.~y. .~~.~~~~! .. ~~~~~...................... "After our on-ground 

assessment, we confirtned 
The USSSA Karamoja Zone 
ball games, scheduled for 
March 14 -18, will be hosted 
by Moroto High School and 
Moroto Core PTC, officials 
have confiimed. 

that Moroto High School and 
Moroto Core PTC will host 
the ball games," said Stephe~ 
Ngaama, General Secretary 
of the Karamoja Zone. 

Headteacher Richard Emo­
jong promised full commit­
ment to ensure a successful 
and smooth championship. 

The championship is 
expected to draw talented 
athletes from districts such 
as Amudat, Nakapiripirit, 
Nabilatuk, Moroto, Napak, . 
Kotido, Kabong, Karenga, 

. and Abim. 
The events will see boys 

accommodated at Moroto 
High School while girls will 
stay at Moroto Core Primary 
Teachers' College. -

"I want to assure the Kara­
moja region that we are fully 
ready to host the national 
championship. Participants 
schools should expect a vi­
brant atmosphere," Emojong 
said. He urged schools to co­
operate with the administra­
tion and maintain diSCipline. ,.......,.. 

Mentor SS football project promising 
By Gabriel Esiku "I watched the boys play- . 
........................... .'~.......................... ing, it was a reminder that 

Mentor SS Head Coach, Northern Uganda has always 
Ronald Okello has expressed possessed raw, natural 
strong confidence in the football talent. What was 
squad's ability to defend the needed was structure, belief, 
zonal title and rise to the and opportunity and Mentor 
occasion during the National have found that fortnula, " 
U-20 boys Football Champi- said Okello 
onship, which will be hosted According tl? Okello, 
for the first time in Lira town Mentor showcased excellent 
College, Lira City. perfortnance in the Elite 

Okello's remarks followed games by defeating Kawem-
the remarkable perfortnance pe Muslim and St. Janaan -
the school made during the Bombo 3-0 respectively. 
recently concluded 7 editions They later played to 1-1 
of the Uganda Secondary draw with Bukedea Compre-
Schools Sports Association hensive School in final before 
(USSSA) Elite games at being eliminated in the spot 
Janan SS in Luwero district. kicks 4-2. 
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