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Over 200 learners stranded 
as fire destroys dormitory 
The school now needs 
about Shs200m to 
replace students' be­
longings that were 

. destroyed. The amount, 
however, does not in-

. elude the cost ofrecon­
structing the dormitory. 

BY ALEXASHABA 

A 
total of 215 students of Ntenungi 
Secondary School in Rwamwan­
ja Refugee Settlement, Kamwenge 
District, lack accommodation af­

ter their dormitory was destroyed by 
fire on Tuesda}!' night. 

The fire broke out at around Spm, ac­
cording to school authorities, and is sus­
pected to have been deliberately set by 
unknown people. 

The incident report released by Rwen­
zori West Police Region Spokesperson 
Vincent Twesige said the fire had en­
gulfed the school dormitory by the time 
the police rescue team arrived at school. 

"Rescue team immediately respond­
ed to the scene; however, while en route 
they were informed that the structure 
had already been completely burnt 
down and that students, with the help 
of nearby residents and area police per­
sonnel,had managed to extinguish the 
fire and salvage some property,"he told 
Daily Monitoryesterday. 

Mr Twesige said a team from the 
Rwenzori West Regional Fire Prevention 
and Rescue Services visited and exam­
ined the scene on Wednesday. 
"It was established that the'fire de-

The dormitory that was burnt at Ntenungi Secondary School in Kamwenge District on Tuesday night. PHOTO/COUR-
TESY . 

stroyed a building housing two dormi­
tories accommodating about 210 stu­
dents. Fortunately, no deaths 

fire reportedly wread rapidly from one 
of the rooms near the doorway before 

engulfing the entire dormitory. 
"Police have since launched in-or serious injuries were 

registered,"he said 
Mr Twesige added 

that preliminary find­
ings indicate that the 

Shs200m" 
vestigations to establish the 

exact cause of the fire and 
identify any persons who 
may have been involved.We 
urge members of the pub­
lic to remain calm and coop­

erate with pOlice by provid-

fire is suspected to 
have been caused by 
arson because the solar 
power system and bat­
teries installed in the bUild· 

. NEEDED TO REPLACE 
SOME ITEMS 

ing remained intact, and the 

ing any information that may 
assist in the ongoing investiga­

tibns,"he said. 

The school head teacher, Mr Burnnet 
Niwagaba, said the fire destroyed all the 
students' belongings, including books, 
bedding, and personal items. Results 
slips of some of the Senior Four candi­
dates were also burnt. 

"By the time the fire started, all the 
learners were in evening prep. No stu­
dent was inside the dormitory. We sus­
pect that some arsonists could have set 
the dormitory on fire. The building has 
no electricity; we only use the solar sys­
tem. Unfortunately, we were unable to 
rescue any of the students'property, but 

no learner was injured," Mr Niwagaba 
said. 

He explained that the school now 
needs about Shs200m to replace stu­
dents' belongings that were destroyed. 
The amount, however, does not include 
the cost of reconstructing the dormitory. 

The head teacher said the school is 
now struggling to accommodate the af­
fected learners. 

"On Tuesday night, after the incident, 
we improvised and allowed the stu­
dents to sleep in one of the classrooms. 
They shared a few mattresses that we 
managed to obtain from outside. At the 
moment, we don't know where to start 
in rebuilding the dormitory because it 
needs to be demolished and construct­
ed afresh,"Mr Niwagaba said. 

He now appeals to well-wishers and 
the government for support, saying 
sending the learners home could dis­
rupt their education. 

The head teacher also noted that the 
fire came at a difficult time when the 
school is already facing financial chal­
lenges after the suspension of funding 
that had been supporting teachers' sal­
aries. 

Previously, Finn Church Aid had been 
paying salaries for 24 teachers with sup­
port from a programme funded by the 
United States government under the 
United States Bureau of Population, Ref­
ugee and Migration [PRM]. 

However, the funding stopped recent­
ly,forcingthe school to rely on contribu­
tions from the parents-teachers associa­
tion (PTA) to pay the salaries ofteachers. 

Despite the suspension of funding, 
the Country Director of Finn Church 
Aid, Mr Wycliffe Nsheka, said: "We are in 
close contact with our officials from our 
global head office in Finland. They have 
a disaster response fund, and we hope 
to mobilise some resources to support 
the school. Once we receive feedback, we 
shall communicate with the school next 
week." 

The school, which was established in 
2022 by non-governmental organisa­
tion Finn Church Aid (FCA), serves both 
host community learners and refugees 
in the settlement. The school currently 
has an enrolment Of1,012 students. 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1111111111111 1111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

BY PA!,RICK OKABA 
& FELIX WAROM OKELLO 

ZOMBO. Leaders in AIur Kingdom 
have intensified efforts to revive cultur­
al values and traditions that are gradu­
ally disappearing under the influence 
of modem lifestyles and technology. 

Cultural leaders say the rapid spread 
of urban lifestyles, social media, and 
Western influences has weakened 
many traditional practices that once 
shaped community life among the AIur 
people. 

To address the challenge, the king-
- dom, together with cultural enthusi­

asts, has organised a series of cultural 
festivals aimed at promoting and pre­
serving traditional values. 

<;:-

This year's festival, the 11th edition, 
will be held on May 31 at Bar Okoro in 
Zombo District and will feature tra­
ditional dances, cultural exhibitions, 
and performances meant to reconnect 
young people with their heritage. 

The Prime Minister of the AIur King­
dorn,Prince Lawrence Opar Angal,said 
the event is intended to expose young 
people to traditional practices that are 
increasingly disappearing. 

"Our young people need to be ex­
posed to our traditional culture be­
cause some are staying in cities where 
different cultures are practiced. They 
easily mix up and forget their culture, 

AIur Kingdom moves to revive cultural values 

Learners perform cultural drama. Leaders in Alur Kingdom have intensified 
. efforts to revive cultural values and traditions. PHOTO/PATRICK OKABA. 

but through such events, they are re­
minded of their identity," Prince Opar 
said. 
. He added that many traditional musi­
cal instruments and practices are grad­
ually disappearing, making cultural fes­
tivals important platforms for research, 

preservation, and documentation. 
During the festival, participants will 

showcase traditional dances such asi\g­
wara and Ndara, along with exhibitions 
of arts and crafts and displays oftradi-
tional AIur cuisine. ' . 

Mr Derick Passy, the communication 

Exposure. 
Our young people 
need to be exposed to 
our traditional culture 
because some are 
staying in'Cities where 
different cultures 
are practiced. They 

easily mix up and forget their 
culture, but through such events, 
they are reminded oftheir identity. 
- Prince Lawrence Opar Angal, 
Prime Minister of the Alur King­
dom. 

director for the festival, said the event 
Will celebrate the beauty and diversity 
of the AIur cultural identity while also 
creating tangible benefits for commu­
nities. 

"This time, as we return to Zombo Dis­
trict, the festival will not only celebrate 
culture but also create real impact in 
the community because our energy, 
music, and unity will contribute to im­
proving lives,"Mr Passy said. 

He noted that proceeds from the fes­
tival will be used to support communi­
ty projects, including addressing water 
shortages in the area. 

The Executive Director of the AIur 

Kingdom, Mr Vincent Ochaya, urged 
young people to embrace their cultur­
al heritage while avoiding behaviours 
that put them at risk of diseases such as 
HIV/Aids. 

"In every gathering in the AIur King­
dom, we need to promote the positive 
values of our culture because many 
youths have sidelined themselves from 
it and are adopting Western lifestyles 
due to globalisation,"Mr Ochaya said. 

Cultural leaders say traditions such as 
storytelling sessions, evening fireplace 
gatherings, and simple traditional mar­
riages once played an important role in 
passing knowledge and values from el­
ders to younger generations. 
In the past, folk songs, dances, crafts, 

and other cultural practices formed the 
backbone of community life. 

Elders also presided over important 
rituals, including sacrificial ceremonies 
and elaborate death rites, which rein­
forced social order and respect for an­
cestors. 

However, leaders warn that without 
deliberate efforts to preserve these tra­
ditions, many of them risk disappear-' 
ing as modem influences continue to 
shape the lifestyles of younger genera­
tions. 
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