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The First Lady and Minister 
of Education and Sports, Mrs 
Janet Museveni, has urged 
learners to consider technical 
and vocational education 
as a viable pathway to 
entrepreneurship and 
employment 

She said many young 
people often overlook 
valuable opportunities 
that could enable them to 
enter the labour market 
quickly and begin building 
sustainable careers. 

Speaking on Friday during , 
. the r~lease of the 2025 
Uganda'Advanced Certificate 
of Education (UACE) 
examination results at State ' 
House, Nakasero, Mrs 
Museveni emphasised that 
technical training institutions 
remain underutilised despite 
their strong employment 
prospects. 

"What our young people 
appear not to appreciate are 
the opportunities available in 
our technical and vocational 
institutions," she said. 

The First Lady saiQ , 
graduates from technical and 
vocational institutions often 
find employment faster or 
create their own businesses 
because the traiiling they 
receive equips them with 
practical skills demanded by 
the job market. 

"So, I continue to 
encourage students to 
consider that career path. 
The rewards are visible," she 
said. 

The minister said the 
country is witnessing a steady 
rise in the number of learners 
progressing through the 
'education system, with more 
students completing basic 
and secondary education 
than in previous years. 

"We thank God for 
1,402,434 of our children 
who completed the three 
levels of our basic and 
secondary education. This 
is an increase of 107,703, or 
8.3% compared to those who 
completed in 2024," she said. 

Mrs Museveni expressed 
satisfaction that the school 
drop-out rate had declined 
across the different national 
examinations,saying 
the trend reflects the 
Government's efforts to 
expand access to education. 

The increase is particularly 
visible at A'level, where the 
number of candidates sitting 
for the UACE examinations 
has grown significantly over 
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the past three years. 
The First Lady revealed 

that candidature rose from 
109,486 students in 2023 
to 140,888 in 2024 and 
further to 165,175 last year, 
representing an increase of 
more than 55,000 candidates 
over the period. 

NalKas@ro on Friday. 

"I am pleased to note the 
rapid increase in candidature 
at the UACE examination 
level over the last three 
years. The number has gone 
up very Significantly, which 
means that more of our 
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I learners are transitioning 
I to tertiary levels of our 

education system," she said. 

IMPROVEMENT 
According to the results 

I rel~ed by the minister, 
, more than 21,000 additional 

candidates have qualified 
for university admission 
compared to those who 

I qualified in 2024. 
I Mrs Museveni said 

I 
the growing number of 
candidates eligible to join 

I 
university is a positive Sign 
that Uganda's education 

! system is enabling more 
I young ~eople to advance 
I academIcally. 
I University admissions 
, to degree courses have, up 
I to date, been considering 
I,' two t>rincipal passes as the 

minimum requirement. lf this I consideration is maintained, 
i 113,291 (68.6%) qualify 
I to be admitted, compared 
! to 92,273 (65.5%) who 
! qualified in 2024. 
I The Uganda National 

Examinations Board 
(UNEB) executive dlrector, 
Dan Odtmgo, said this is 
consist~nt with the significant 
increase in entries for the 
examination in 2025. 

Odongo said the extra 
21,018 university places 
should be available to absorb 
the extra numbers. 

"In cases where one 
principal and two subsidiary 
passes are considered for 
admission to other tertiary 
institutions, for example 
Technical and Vocational 
Education and Training 
[!VET] institutions offering 
diploma programmes, 
145,129 (87.9%) candidates 
will qualify," he said. 

MORE EFFORT NEEDED 
Odongo said despite the 
increase in candidature at all 
levels, there is more work 
that the board needs to do. 

He said cases of 
malpractice at A'level have 
remained low, adding that 
in accordance with the 

I ' 
II UNEB Act, those involved in 

malpractices will have their 
results withheld pending 

i completion of investigations. 
I "Cases were reported 
I from 47 centres out of the 
I 2,152 centres countrywide, I involving 351 (0.2%) of the 
I total candidates. Cases are 
II mostly in receiving assistance 

in science practical papers, 
I being in possession of 
i unauthorised materials and 
I, impersonation," he said. 
I Prof. Celestino Obua, the 
I UNEB chairperson, said 
I sustained investment in 
i science infrastructure, teacher I capacity and laboratory 
i resources remain critical to 
I building a robust pipeline 

into tertiary STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) programmes. 

Although enrolment in 
STEM subjects shows a 
gradual upward trend, Obua 
said deliberate multi-sectoral 
interventions will be required 
to achieve national targets 
in science and technology 

development. 
"As more candidates 

qualify for admission into 
post-UACE institutions, 
an!important policy 
consideration arises 
regarding the absorptive 
capacity of universities, 
tertiary institutions and other 
training pathways," Obua 
said. 

He added that assessment 
is not an end in itself, 
emphasising that it must 
be matched by expanded 
opportunities in higher 
education, technical and 
vocational training, and 
alternative career pathways 
to ensure iliat certification 
translates into productive 
national participation. 

However, the First Lady 
assured the country that 
there are enough places 
in educational institutions 
to absorb the increasing 
number of learners. 

"I am confident that we 
have sufficient places in our 
tertiary institutions, both 

public and private, to absorb 
these learners," she said. 

INTEREST IN SCIENCE 
Beyond the issue of career 
pathways, Mrs Museveni 
welcomed the growing 
interest among students in 
science and mathematics 
subjects, which she described 
as central to the country's 
industrial development 
ambitions. ' 

''The executive director's 
statement indicates that 
entries for sciences and 
mathematics have been 
rising," she said, but 
also acknowledged the 
importance of humanities 
in' shaping society and 
promoting cultural 
awareness. 

The First Lady stressed 
that STEM remains crucial 
for innovation and economic 
growth. 

"I believe, as 1 am sure you 
all do, that STEM subjects 
are the bedrock for industrial 
development,» she said. 

The minister also praised 
the improved performance 
of girls in the examinations, 
particularly their increasing 
participation in science 
subjects. 

"I am pleased to note the 
good performance by girls, 
and 1 congratulate them on 
this remarkable achievement. 
1 am particularly impressed 
by the steady increase in the 
number of girls taking on 
science subjects and they 
have done very well," Mrs 
Museveni said. 

She said the progress 
demonstrates that female , 
learners can succeed in 
science and mathematics 
when given adequate support 
and encouragement. 

"This demonstrates that 
there is nothing mysterious 
about mathematics and 
sciences. What we now need 
is more encouragement and 
the presence of role models," 
she said. 

PARENTS URGED 
Mrs Museveni called on • 
parents and guardians to play 
a more active role in guiding 
their children's education 
and career choices. 

"So, parents and 
,guardians, 1 call upon you to 
intentionally step into your" ~ 
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