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DOHA 

Iran's foreign minister Abbas 
Araghchi said in an interview 
published yesterday that 
the war pitting his country 
against the US and Israel 
will only end when Tehran 
can be certain it will not be 
restarted. 

WAR WILL ONLY END WHEN IT-CANNOT 
BE REPEATED -IRAN MINISTER 

"This war will end when 
we are certain it will not 
be repeated and that 
reparations will be paid. We 
experienced this last year: 
Israel attacked, then the 
US... they regrouped and 
attacked us agairr," Araghchi 
told Arabic-language news 
outlet AI-Araby AI-ladeed, 
referring to Iran's war with 
Israel and the US . in June 
2025. co · ~ 

Araghchi 

rmmster, in a call with 
WARNS AGAINST WIDER WAR French counterpart Jean­
Iran also warned more Noel Barrot, warned them to 
countries against getting "refrain from any action that 
involved in its war with the could lead to escalation and 
US and Israel, after the US expansion of the conflict". 
president, Donald Trump The UK ministry of 
urged world powers to escort defence was non-committal 
oil tankers through the Strait K As we've said previously, 
of Hormuz chokepoint in the we are. a:rrrently disrussing 
Gulf. with our allies and partners 

Energy prices have soared a range of options to ensure 
across the world since Iran the security of shipping in 
responded to the US-Israeli the region," it said. 
campaign by threatening Britain's minister for 
shipping sailing through the energy security, Ed 
strait, which connects major · Miliband, told the BBC the 
Gulf oil and gas exporters to . "plan now has to be to de­
the global market escalate the conflicL .. We are 

Trump responded on talking to our allies. There 
Saturday by urging "China, are different ways in which 
Rance, Japan. Soinh Korea, we can make maritime 
the UK and others" to send shipping possible." 
ships to escort tankers, .. South Korea said it was 
while the US military will "closely mOnitoring Trump's 
continue to pound drone, remarks on social media" 
boat and missile launch sites while Takayuki Kobayashi, 
in Iranian territory on the policy chief of Japanese 
north shore of the strait. prime minister Sanae 

But the countries he listed Takaichi's ruling party, said 
have so far given only a the bar for sending Japanese 
guarded reception to the navy ships to the region 
idea and Iran's foreign under existing laws was 

MISSILE BARRAGE 
Bahrain and Saudi Arabia said separately 
yesterday that they had intercepted renewed 
barrages of projectiles after an AFP jourl)alist 
heard warning sirens in Manama. 

. • Late Saturday, authorities in Dubai also said air 
. aefences had made further interceptions after 

Iran's military warned UAE civilians to avoid port , 
areas. 

On Friday, USA forces struck military tarqets on 
Iran's Kharg Island, from which nearly all of Iran's 
oil exports flow. 

More than 1,200 people have been killed by USA 
and Israeli strikes, according to Iranian health 
ministry, figures that could not be independently 
verified. 

The UN refugee agency says up to 3.2 million 
people have been displaced in Iran, most of them 
fleeing the capital and other cities to seek safety. 

The Pentagon says more than 15,000 targets in 
Iran have been hit by US and Israeli forces. 

US media reported that the Pentagon has 
dispatched the amphibious assault ship USS 
TriJ)oli and around 2,500 Marines to the region. 

"extremely high". 
Global oil prices have 

surged by 40% as Iran 
has choked off the vital 
sea passage and attacked 
energy and shipping 
industry targets in its Gulf 
neighbours. The strikes 
were in retaliation for the US 
and Israeli air campaign that 
killed its supreme leader 
and triggered the regional 
Middle East war. 

As global markets reel, 
Trump has doubled down, 
telling NBC News in a 
weekend interyiew that he 
thought Tehrcm was keen 
to come to the table but that 

the US would fight on to 
enforce better terms. 

He said might, again, 
bomb targefS on Iran's oil 
hub, Kharg Island, "just for 
fun". 

"Iran wants to make a deal, 
and I don't want to make it 
because the terms aren't 
good enough yet," Trump 
toldNBC News. 

Iran's new supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Mojtaba 

. Khamenei, has - in a written 
statement- vowed to keep 
Hormuz closed. 

But Trump dismissed 
this and suggested his foe 
might not even be in control, 

saying: "1' don't know if he's 
even alive." 

Iran said on Saturday that 
"there is no problem with 
the new supreme leader", 
even though he is yet to 
appear in public . 

The Israeli military, 
meanwhile, announced 
a wave of strikes against 
targets in western Iran,-after 
Iran's Revolutionary Guards 
branded prime minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu a 
criminal and vowed thal' 
they would pursue and kill 
him. 

TEHRAN CAFES REOPEN 
Despite the hardline talk 
from all sides, citizens of 
Tehran were able to go 
about their work week in 
the most normal atmosphere 
since the start of the war on 
February 28. 

Traffic was busier than last 
week and some cafes and 
restaurants had reopened. 

One resident whizzed 
down the street on an 
electric hoverboard, and 
more than a third of stalls in 
the Tajrish bazaar, a popular 
shopping hub in the north 
of the capital, had reopened, 
five days before Nowruz, the 
Persian New Year. 

Some shoppers queued 
at AIMs to withdraw cash. 
Online operations at Bank 
Melli, one of the country's 
largest, had been paralysed 
in recent days. 

AFP 

Pope renews appeal for 
peace in Middle East 

"ATICAN CITY 

Pope Leo XIV renewed his 
appeal for peace in the Middle 
East yesterday, calling for an 
end to the war and reopening 
of dialogue. "Dear brothers and 
sisters, for two weeks the people 
of the Middle East have suffered 
the atrocious violence of war," he 
said at his weekly Angelus prayer. 

"On behalf of the Christians 
of the Middle East and of all 
women and men of goodwill, I 
address those responsible for this 
conflict," he said in Italian. 

"Cease fire! Let paths of 
dialogue be ·reopened! 

"Violence can never lead to the 
justice, stability a'nd peace that 
people await." 

Iran arrests 20 people over 
suspected links to Israel 

TEHRAN 

Iranian authorities have arrested 
at least 20 people in the country's 
northwest on suspicion of 
cooperating with Israel, local 
media reported yesterday, more 
than two weeks into the Middle 
East war. 

The arrests took place during 
raids on networks linked to Israel 
in the West Azerbaijan province, 
the Fars news agency sa id, 
quoting provincial prosecutor 
Hossein Majidi. 

~ Nelson -KiVa IGG simplifies Leadership Code as wealth declaration deadline looms The Inspectorate of 
Government (IG) has 
embarked on simplifying 
the Leadership Code Act as 
pan of the effort to enhance 
transparency in public service.. 

Speaking during 
exertise 

at die Office the Presidan 
Auditorium in Kampala on 
Thursday, the Inspector 
General of Government (IGG), 
Aisha Naluzze Batala, said the 
intervention is intended to 
make it easy for public servants 
to understand the Code. 

"Laws can appear complex 
and diffirult to interpret, 
which sometimes limits their 
effectiveness. Initiatives such 
as this user guide to the 
Leadership Code Act, Cap 
33, are therefore important 
because they simplify the law 
and make it more accessible," 

o 5 
e deputy Inspector General of 

r.ovPrnmen said although the Leadership Code 
remains one of the powerful preventive tools in the 
fight against corruption, its effectiveness depends 
largely on how well people understand. their duties 
and responsibilities. 

"A simplified version will bridge the gap between 
legal complexity and practical compliance by 
presenting the law in a clear and reader-friendly 
language:' she said. 

Rose Karugonjo, the chairperson of the 
Leadership Code Tribunal, commended the 
continued collaboration between her office and 
the Inspectorate of Government in enforcing the 
Leadership Code. 

Batala noted 
She said the initiative comes 

at a time when 300,000 public 

their wealth to her office as 
required by law by April 30.­

"The Simplified guide is 
expected to serve as a definitive 

roadmap for public officials, 
helping them navigate their 
legal- obligations with greater 
ease. By stripping away dense 
legalese, the IG aims to foster 
a culture of transparency," 
Batala said. 

PENALTIES 
The Leadership Code Act 
was enacted to provide for 
a rmmmum standard of 
behaviour and conduct for 
public leaders. 

If a public leader fails 
to declare wealth, hel 

she may face penalties 
under the Act They 
may include being 
fined up to 80 ameocy 

points (shL6m. 

two years, or both. 
The , leader may also be 

removed from office if found 
guilty of breaching the Code 
or disqualified from holding 
public office for a specified 
period. 

The IGG investigates 
. suspected breaches and may 

prosecute or recommend 
diSCiplinary action. 

STAKEHOLDERS 
The validation meeting 
brought together public officers. 
from several government 
insntunons, including the 
Office of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Uganda Revenue 
Authority, the Judiciary, public 
service ministry and the local 
goremment ministry, among, .. 
others. 


