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The science seeds have germinated, but gaps remain 
THE recently released Senior Six results showed a significant 
improvement in the performance of mathematics, chemistry 
and agriculture. The other subject where students scored 
highly is biology. 

EDITORIAL learners into the science world. 
On top of making science subjects such as physics, 

chemiStry, biology and mathematics compulsory, the 
Government enhanced salaries of science teachers. Local 
innovators in science and technology have also been given 
frontbench support to motivate them. 
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These are key subjects which drive the much-needed 
science and technology journey the country badly needs to 
anchor social-economic development. 

On top of the. noticeable improvement in the performance'of 
science subjects, results also indicate that 98.9% candidates 
qualified for a certificate. Under the current regulations, a 
candidate requires-a subsidiary level pass in a principal level 
.subje.c.t as a minimum requirement to qualify for university 
admissiQri: Going by this, Uganda National Examinations 
Board (UNEB) officials said II3,291 (68.6%) qualify. For 
technical and vocational education where one principal and 
two subSidiary pass levels are considered, 145,129 (87.9%) 
candidates qualify. The option of technical and vocational 
education is the other timely call that students must embrace 
with open hands. 
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Yet, there are some visible gaps. The results show that there 
was a noticeable drop in the performance of two key science 
and innovation subjects: physics and entrepreneurship. 
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This is the call that the First Lady and Minister of Education 
and Sports, Janet Museveni, amplified in her message to 
Senior Six candidates, saying the country has sufficient 
places in technical and vocational tertiary institutions, both 
public and private, to absorb these learners. In developed 
countries, technical institutions are the bedrock of industrial 
development. So, for Uganda, various incentives have been 
deliberately drafted into the education process to entice 

In the humanities, UNEB officials said, the problems 
continue to be poor interpretation of questions due to 
misunderstanding of the key concepts that determine the 
expected responses. 

However, for key subjects such as physics, officials and 
teachers point at limited laboratDry services within schools 
across the country. For instance, the latest Auditor General's 
report shows that 136 government secondary schools have no 
science laboratories, while 182 schools do not have libraries. 
It is, therefore, urgent that these gaps are addressed. 

111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 1 

Hongera, Mzee Museveni! Uhuru na umoja! 
Ti

e MWANGAZA sorority and 
. fraternity warmly welcomes you 
back home Mzee Museveni, after 
the 25th Ordinary Summit of the 

-< East Afri~ Community (EAC) 
in Arusha. We salute your assumption of 
the chair of the Summit and stand with you 
and our people in the continuing struggle 
for uhuru na umoja, and in the struggle 
to consolidate our strategic security in the 
four spheres of the universe: land, air, sea 
and space. We shall return to these national 
strategic imperatives in the weeks ahead. 

For now, we return to our February 2025 
thoughts. .r 

Two weeks ago, Ambassador Francis 
Katana invited me to address a one-day 
public dialogue hosted by the Uganda 
Council on Foreign Relations, on the topic, 
"Is the East African Community and security 
architecture in crisis amidst the current 
conflict escalation in eastern DR Congo?" 

Our simple but unadulterated message 
to the dialogue on February 20, 2025, was 
that the struggle for the aocelerated political 
and economic integration of East Africa 
must continue unabated and that we are 
doing very well in the construction of a 
formidable 350 million people home market 

. for agriculture, industry, services and ICT, 
stretching from the Atlantic to the Indian 
Oceans! . 

Before sharing the rest of our remarks, it is 
imp·ortant to take note of the central issues 
as presented or flagged to the dialogue by 
Prof. Kasaija Apuuli and Ambassador James 
Mugume. 

An excerpt from Prof. Kasaija's paper is • 
here below: 

"Moribund peace and security structures 
examples of EAC panel of eminent persons 
and the EACWARN. 

Intractable conflicts (defined as "intense, 
deadlocked and resistant to de-escalation 
and resolution"). Examples: eastern DR 
Congo; South Sudan and Somalia. The 
protracted nature of conflicts has meant that 
the EAC's peace and security architecture 
has been absent to aqqr~s. t!I~l}l; ~Pt note 

, 

that EAC's political leaders have thus far often sought 
to avoid the EAC's involvement in their political 
affairs. 

Competing regional peace and ~ecurity 
architectures; and forum shoppmg-structural and 
contingent factors. DR Congo's membership in 
several regional economic{;ommunities (RECs) 
including the EAC and the Southern African 
Development Community - (which have competing 
peace and security architectures) - has occasioned 
the country to 'forum-shop' with regard .to ending the 
conflict in eastern DR Congo. 

The EAC peace and security architecture, a mosaic 
of legal instruments and institutional frameworks, is 
meant to provide the EAC with tools to deal with the 
numerous peace and security challenges that it faces. 

The overall aim of the architecture is to prevent, 
manage and resolve regional conflicts when they 
ooeur. Many of the EAC architecture structures are 
non-functional (in real sense) . 

Intractable conflicts continue to challenge 
the EAC region with the situation in eastern 
DR Congo (for example) just confirming the 
paralysis in the EAC peace and security 
architecture. " 

Prof. Kasaija immediately above. 
Ambassador James Mugume 

underlined: "The need to re-examine 
the peace and security architecture of 
the entire African Union. The need to 
decisively revisit and conclude the 'Grand 
Debate' on African integration ... 

The need to decisively 
settle questions of M23 
and other groups 
in the eastern DR 
Congo." 

Ambassador 
. Mugume 

immediately above . 
Our thoughts and questions to the forum: 

Whether at the level of the EAC or the AU, the more 
fundamental question is, what purpose does the 
peace and security architecture serve? It serves the 
integration objective of the African Union, the RECs, 
among others. So, it should not be discussed in 
abstraction ... 

In celebrating the East African Common Market 
ahead of the East African Monetary Union, we 
pointed to the principles of variable geometry and 
asymmetry in the Treaty Establishing the EAC, 
as enabling flexibility and elasticity amongst the 
constituent states in its implementation. 

Regarding the various communities in the eastern 
DR Congo and the particular states to which they 
belong or are supposed to belong, we have no fears 
over the long term. We strongly decry and condemn 
though, the wanton loss of life enSuing from the 
complex and protracted nature of resolving the 
related violent conflict. 

We suggested to the meeting that this particular 
part of the conversation lies within the ambit of what 
Cell. John Garang described as "the contemporary 
national question" in the states created by the 
colonialists as they balkanized mother Africa; what 
President Yoweri.Museveni has elsewhere described 
as the "original sin". 

This naturally takes us away from the notion of the 
1648 Westphalian "nation-state" in the era of rising 
capitalism and industrialisation in the West. Marshal 
of the Soviet Union Josef Stalin was very eloquent 

The protracted 
nature of conflicts 
has meant that the 
EAC's peace and 
security architecture 
bas been absent. 

and succinct (at least as far as some of us are 
concerned) in his discussion on "the nation". 
Most important was Stalin's postulation of 
the market or common economic life as 
being at the heart of national convergence or 
integration during the bourgeois democratic 
revolutions in the West. We asked the 
meeting how this was supposed to play out 
in neo-colonies and enclave economies, with 
stunted, incomplete and distorted processes 
of national and statal formation ... 

We averred that this was first and foremost 
an ideological and philosophical question 
which the committed Pan-Africanist today 
must grapple with. 

In the same connection, we pointed to 
important lessons from the April 8, 2002 
Symposium in Kampala (which we co-hosted 
with the Nyerere Foundation) on "reinforcing 
the region's solidarity by setting a regional 
agenda for a culture of peace, unity, 
and people-centred development. It was 
addressed by among other eminent leaders, 
the late Mwalimu Julius Nyerere and Mzee 
Museveni. . 

Prof. Sam Tulya-Muhika, years ago 
accurately posed and correctly answered 
the question of 'why' we integrate. It is 
to develop, to overcome, transcend and 
supersede the 600-year-old handicaps 
forCibly and brutally imposed on us by the 
forces that rule the world division of work 
and market. 

Prof. Francis Matambalya "borrowed" 
the Japanese concept of the "flying geese 
phenomenon" to bring out very clearly the 
need for the creation of a centre of gravity for 
a new becoming for the Africans in the world ' 
community of peoples and nations. 

But, the place of honour rightly belonga to 
Mzee Museveni's July 1998 paper, "Towards 
a closer co-operation in africa" in this 
discussion. At the risk of oversimplification, 
following the tho.ughts of Mzee, we need 
to accelerate political federation to make 
integration work. 

The writer Is a senior presidential 
advisor on political affairs (special 

duties) 


