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IRAN HAS HIT' AT LEAST 10 COUNTRIES THAT HOST USA FORCES 

JERUSALEM 

MIDDLE EAST WAR: STRIKES HIT 
GULF TRANSPORT, ENERGY HUBS 
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SAUDI, UAE CALL 
The war has engulfed much 

of the region, with Iran 
responding to Israeli and USA 
strikes with attacks against 
at least 10 countries that host 
USA forces. 

Saudi Arabia intercepted 
more than 60 drones 
overnight, its defence 
ministry said yesterday Iran said it was ready to take the 

Middle.East war "as far as necessarY" 
as it launched strikes across the 
region < yesterday, . while the US 
president, Donald Trump, piled 
pressure on world powers to help 
r.copen a shipping lane choked off by 
the Islamic republic. . 

Global gil . prices have surged by 
40 to 50%· as Iran has attacked 
shipping in the Strait of Hormuz and 
launched waves of strikes in the Gulf, 
in retaliation for the war launched 
against it by the US and Israel. 

Iran's Revolutionary Guards said 
yesterday they had targeted Tel Aviv 
and Ben Gurion Airport in Israel, as 
well as military bases used by the US 
forces in the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain. 

and Iraqi authorities said 
rockets wounded five people 
at Baghdad's airport, which 
houses a USA diplomatic 
facility. 

Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman and 
Emirati president Mohamed 
bin Zayed expressed sol idarity 
against "the continued and 
blatant Iranian attacks" in 
a call yesterday, according 
to a statement published by 
Emirati media. 

The statement did not make 
explicit reference to the US 
and Israeli strikes in Iran. 

"By now they have learned a good 
lesson and understood what kind of 
nation they are dealing with, one that 
does not hesitate to defend itself and 
is ready to continue the war wherever 
it may lead and take it. as far as 
necessary," Iran's foreign minister 

The Dubai skyline with the landmark Burj Khallfa skyscraper (right) is pictured as a smoke plume rises 
from an ongoinq fire near Dubai International Airport, following Iran strikes yesterday 

some 700 missiles and 3,600 drones 
had been fired at USA and Israeli 
targets so far. 

Despite the violence and 17 days of 
internet blackout, some Iranians have 
sought to restore some normalcy in 
recent days. Traffic was busier over 
the weekend, with some cafes and 
restaurants reopening and more than 
a third of stalls in the Tajrish bazaar, a 
popular shopping hub, open ahead of 
the upcoming Persian new year. 

. Abbas Araghchi told reporters in 
Tehran. 

ExplOSions hit Tehran yesterday as 
air defence systems were activated 
and Israel said it had also targeted the 
cities of Shiraz and Tabriz. 

send warships to escort tankers 
through the Strait of Hom1uz that 
normally OOries one fifth of global 
crude. 

war, Israel announced the launch of 
"limited ground operations" against 
Iran-backed Hezbollah in southern 
Lebanon "aimed at enhancing the 
forward defence area." A drone sparked a fuel tank fire 

near Dubai International Airport, 
disrupting travel, while a missile killed 
a civilian in their car in Abu Dhabi, 
and another drone sparked a blaze in 
an area housing oil infrastructure in 
the eastern emirate of Fujairah. 

More than two weeks into the war, 
Israeli military spokesman Brigadier 
General Effie Defrin said they still had 
thousands of targets in Iran and are 
identifying new targets every day. 

Trump told the Financial Times it 
would be "very bad for the future of 
NATO" if they refused, and he has 
threatened to delay a planned summit 
with Chinese leader Xi Jinping. 

Lebanon was drawn into the war on 
March 2, when Hezbollah attacked 
Israel in response to the killing of 
Iranian supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. 

IMPACT OF WAR 

"It has been a difficult few weeks 
hearing explosions regularly, but the 
Iranian attacks followed me in my last 
hours before I could fly back home," 
a witness at Dubai airpcm told AFP, 
adding that passengers had been 
evacuated to a lower floor after the 
attack. 

VERY BAD FOR FUTURE OF NATO 
European Union foreign ministers 
were gathering yesterday to discuss 
extending the bloc's Red Sea naval 
mission, the bloc's top diplomat Kaja 
Kallas said. 

In Britain, prime minister Keir 
Starmer said he was working with 
allies on a "viable" plan to reopen the 
strait, but any effort would not be a 
NATO mission. 

There were fresh Israeli strikes on 
Sunday on the southern suburbs of 
Beirut, a Hezbollah bastion - home 
to hundreds of thousands of people. 

More than 1,200 Iranians have been 
killed by the US and Israeli strikes, 
according to the last toll from Iran's 
health ministry on March 8, which 
could not be independently verified. 
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The Ugan~Communications 
COmmission (UCC) has rolled 
out a national eampaign urging 
U~dans to embrace safer 
<ljgital practices under the 
theme: Safe Products, Confident 
Consumers. 

The campaign was launched 
as Uganda joined the rest of 
the world to commemorate 
World Consumer Rights Day 
on March 15. 

Regulators, educators, 
security officials, parents and 
students gathered from various 
districts for a series of meetings 
on protecting children online. 

The UCC executive director, 
George William Nyombi 
Thembo, noted that the 
digital revolution has opened 
unprecedented opportunities 
for Uganda's youth, but has 

Trump called this weekend for 
countries including China, France, 
Japan, South Korea and Britain to 

)apan and Australia have said they 
are not planning deployments. 

Israel has ordered evacuations on 
an unprecedented scale across vast 
areas of Lebanon since the war began, 
sparking a major displacement crisis. 

The UN refugee agency says up 
to 3.2 million people have been 
displaced in Iran. 

LEBANON GROUND ASSAULT 
On another key front in the wider Iran's Revolutionary Guards said 

UCC leads national push for safer digital space 
also introduced new risks 
that require urgent collective 
action. 

"Our children are growing 
up in a highly connected 
world, where the Internet 
supports education, creativity, 
innovation and social 
interaction," Thembo said in 
a message delivered at the 
regional meetings. "However, 
alongside .these opportunities 
come serious risks that we 
must confront together". 

UCC statistics show that 
94.8% of children today know 
how to use the Internet, while 
92% have encountered some 
form of digital risk, including 
cyberbullying, harmful 

STUDENTS REACT 
Students at the meeting 
shar.ed experiences of 
how digital platforms 
influence their lives. 
Some highlighted the 
growing challenge of 
online betting among 
learners, while others 
warneQ about exposure 
to harmful videos and 
misleading information 
circulating on social 
media. 

content 

interactions. About three 
quarters of young users never 
report these experiences to 
parents or guardians. 

In Masindi, officials 
from the information and 
communications technology 

(leT) ministry 
,~lIIii1b joined the 

regulator 
in urging 
schools and 

social responsibility rather 
than a purely regulatory issue. 

UCC's , consumer affairs 
specialist Joseph Kizito said 
the commission is extending 
its outreach beyond schools 
to reach young people outside 
the education system. 

"There are youth who 
are not in school, but still 
use the Internet every day. 
Through multimedia training 
programmes and equipping 
community libraries with 
computers and free Internet 
access, we are ensuring that 
they also learn how to use 

digital technologies safely 
and productively," Kizito 
said. 
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UCC has already equipped 
several public libraries with 
computers and Internet 
connectivity to ensure that 
young people have safe 
learning spaces. 

In Mbarara, the regional 
engagement brought 
together district leaders, . 
teachers, students and media 
practitioners to explore 
practical strategies for keeping 
children safe online. 

According to UCC's manager 
for consumer affairs Kenneth 
Tweheyo, child online 
protection must be integrated 
into the design of digital 
platforms and into everyday 
school practices. 

Zebedee Mwijukye, a district 
education official, said schools 
must help learners understand 
both the benefits and dangers .. ~ 
of digital platforms. 


