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National News' 

IGG gives 202 govt oMciais 
14 days to repay stolen caSh 
The ombudsman says 
the outstanding balanc­
~s arise from funds that 
the officials allege.dly 
used for personal ben-' 
eflt at the expense of 
public ~ervi,ges, thereby 
causing'flnandalloss to 
the government. 

BY ANTHONYWESAKA 

T
he Inspector General of Govern, 
ment (IGG) has given 14 days to 
202 government officials to pay 
back money totalling Shs2.3b they 

allegedly misappropriated from the 
State: . 

In a directive seen by this publication, 
IGG Aisha Naluzze Batala asked the af, 
fected officials to report to the watch­
dog and reconcile their outstandin{}bal­
ances by March 31 or,face prosecution. 

The omQudsman said the outstanding 
balances arise from funds that the offi­
cials allegedly used for personal benefit 
at the expense of public services, there­
by causing financial loss to the govern­
ment. "'Ihe Inspectorate of Government 

. reminds all public officers who have de­
faulted on the payment offunds owed 
to the government to do so to avoid 
prosecution,"the IGG said in the direc­
tive. 

The directive adde<t: "All listed officers 
are re<Nired to come to the.J.G on _w be­
fore March 31,2026, and reconcile their 
outstanding balarices; failure of which 
the IG may proceed with further en­
forcement measures, including prose­
cution." 

Ms Naluzze Batala said the notice is 
the final opportunity being extended to 
the affected officials to comply with the 
law and be heard in line with the princi­
ples of natural justice. 

"In view of their continued non-com­
pliance, charges relating to disobedi­
ence of lawful orders and abuse of office 
will be preferred against those who re­
main adamant ahd deliberately defiant 
of the statutory IG directives,"the IGG 
warned. 

Some of the officials listed include Mr 
Pius Wakabi Kasaija, a former perma­
nent secretary in the Ministry of Ag­
riculture, who reportedly has an out­
standing balance of about Shs20S mil-
lion. " 

Others are Ms Tine -Mone; an admin­
istrator at Soroti University; Mr James 
Okello, the academic registrar at the 
same institution; and Mr Francis Harim­
womugasho, a lawyer who reportedly 
owes about Shs48 million. 

The majority of the affe.cted officials 
are from various local governments. 

Ms Munira Ali, the spokesperson of 
the Inspectorate of Government, last 
evening explained that the institution 
had previously focused on recover­
ing stolen government funds from sus­
pects who agreed.to refund the money 
instead of prosecuting them. "Some of 
the suspects,on agreeing to pay back the 
stolen funds, would not complete the 
payment. That is why we are now going 
afterthem,"Ms Ali said. 

'---' . 

She added that the anti-corruption 
body's current approach under the new 
IGG is to prosecute corruption suspects 
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Esau Murongo. town clerk Hima TIC 5.341,250 
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Paul Kilama. snr COO. Lamwo 4.902.333 
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Ismail Kitimbwe Bwambale. COO Kasese 4.890.000 
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Abel Tiribuza. former educ asst Kaliro 4.663.080 
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James.Dkello..acad.,reo. Soroti UrWe~ A.O!iO.OOO 
Fredrick Aiusi. Ag. district ena. Kotido 4.000.000 
WalterEricO:::cYOlrth.councillor.liraF.itv 3.9AO.oon 
Godfrev Mwaka accountant Nwova 3823.488 
Jonathan Kanel. SHRO. K<rtido DLG.- 3.698.000" 
Geoffrev Ocira snr acc asst Nwova 3628.000 
JobnBosco LochuQe. sntfinance..o.ffi<:eL-. .3.600.000 
Tom Samson Katebu HIT Namalu SSS 3546256 
Joho.Mudooo •. vo.utb councillor ..3.500.000 
Lawrence Mavambala _snr clerk KCCA council 3.475000 

iEklelAndama Ohiva.I:l/TRw.eroni~ eLS 3.39].45.0 ." ~ 

Florence Nanteza. ex-nllrsirlO officer Kaliro 3.064899 
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JesicaNamaoanda.HIT Kitavuniwa SSS 1.ml.OOO 
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John K1runda. former Askari !<aliro DLG 1.069.160 

who fail to comply with recovery direc- : in the past, attracted criticism.fromju­
tives,The recovery-firstapproach prevL.i dici.alOffi~ anli anti-corruptio:p. adV();­
ously adopted by the Inspectorate has, : --cateSwho irgUedthatsuspects were be-
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All listed officers are 
required to come to 
the IG on or before 
March 31, 2026, 
and reconcile their 
outstanding ba­

lances; fail4re·ofwhich the IG may 
proceed with further enforcement 
measures, including prosecution." 
- Aisha Naluzze Batala, the IGG 

ing allowed to escape criminal liability. 
InApril2017,former Chief Justice Bart 

Katureebe criticised the then IGG, Jus­
tice Irene Mulyagonja,for failing to pros­
ecute magistrates caught engaging in 
cortuption.Justice·Katureebe, who at 
the time was addressing lawyers during 
the annual law conference at the Impe­
rial Resort BeaCh Hotel in Entebbe,cited 
two caSes where magistrates who had 
been arrested while receiving bribes 
were allowed to resign instead ofbeing 
prosecuted. 

In one incident, he said a m~gistrate 
was arrested after demanding a Shs3m 
bribe from: peasants in a land dis­
pute, threatening to rule in favour of a 
wealthy opponent who was offering a 
higher bribe. 

Although the magistrate was caught 
red-handed after the complainants 
raised Shs1.Sm and reported the mat­
ter to the IGG,Justice Katureebe said the 
suspect was later pardoned and allowed 
to retire with full benefits after admit­
tingwrongdoing. 

He also cited another corruption inci­
dent in West Nile where the IGG arrest­
ed a magistrate who had asked for a 
Shslm bnbe in a traffic case to grant bail 
to the suspect in the alleged offence . 

Justice Katureebe'narrated that after 
the arrest, the IGG came out with a bi­
zarre report saying it would not be log­
ical to spend millions of shillings pros­
ecuting the magistrate, yet the e\'idence 
they had against him could only prove a 
corruption caSe of a Shs2S0,OOO fine. 

"I don't mind, Madam IGG, whether 
it's Shs2S0,OOO. Theft is theft. Whether 
someone has taken ShS1b or ShS1m 
or even ShsSo,ooo, which does not 
rightfully belong to him, that is theft. 
You -don't steal money or get accused 
of misconduct and get away with it 
like that,just because you stole little. 
That will be difficult for us to establish 
how much 1 must steal to warrant a 
prosecution," Justice Katureebe said as 
the lawyers cheered him in-unison. 

But Justice Mulyagonja, in an . 
interview with this publication, 
defended her strategy, arguing that 
prosecution of corruption cases can be 
costly and time-consuming, 

"My priorities are 'different from 
those of the Chief Justice. As head of 
prosecution, my priority is cleaning 
up the Judiciary; I can do that in many 
ways,including prosecution or asking a 
judicial officer to resign,~she said. 

Uganda loses approximately Shs 10 
trillion (equivalent to over $2.67b) to 
corruption schemes every financial 
year, according to figures released by 
the IGG and confirmed by various anti­
corruption agencies. This massive loss 
represents roughly 44 percent of the 
country's domestic revenue. 
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