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FORMATIVE YEARS 
hal communication,risk estimation,rela­
tionalrepair and decision making. Why exposing children 

to AI content could have 
irreversible consequences 

Based on their experiences du­
ring the first few years of life , 
children form models, or tem­
plates, of how intimate rela­
tionships work. These relational 
templates endure throughout 
their lives and influence close re­
lationships in adulthood. Child­
ren also learn about emotio-

It is unclear how instantly responsive 
and engaging AI will affect these aspects 
of childhood. It is possible that children 
experiencing many AI-mediated social 
interactions may find it more difficult to 
navigate real-world relationships, espe­
ciallywhenthereisconflictItisalsopossi­
blethatchildren will develop a preterence 
for AI engagement over real-life engage­
mentwithfumily or friends. 

The introduction of AI seems inevitable and it is al-
mandanything. 

nal regulation, seeking and re­
ceiving comfort and conflict re­
solution during the preschool . 

Young clriJ.dren find it harder to distin­
guish fantasy from reality. Yet AI-gener­
ated fantasy may be persuasive to an 
overwhelming degree, potentially lead­
ingto children ~g confused aboutre­
ality and the consciousness of others. 

." 
ready affecting our children. Given the uncertainty, Human development during early 

childhood 

, years. All the while, their brains 
. are forming, with foundatio-
.nal struc~ures ttlat require gooo 
experiences to function well j 
throughout life. 

families should at least have the freedom to choose 
an AI-free environment for their children. 
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BY SARAH WHITCOMBE-DOBBS 

A
rtificial intelligence (AI) already 
affects many areas of daily life,in­
cluding the lives of young children. 
Many families give screens to chil­

dren younger than two, and AI-gener­
ated content is increasing on the popu­
lar ¥oUI'ube Kids channel, and it plays au­
tomatically. Most parents are not able to 
monitor everything their child sees on­
line. Some AI-generated content can be 
both frightening and attractive to young 
children, including violence and sexual 
contentusing engaging animals and char-
acters. _ . . 

Early childhood education centres are 
also using AI to supporilearning,particu­
larly for children with developmental dif­
ferences. This includes those who do not 
learn to speak easily or who have other 
communication problems related to au­
tism or intellectual disability. 

Inthe US,manyparents report their chil­
dren are using AI for school wOIk The en­
co\rragementfor early childhood centres, 
schools and parents to use AI with chil­
dren is based on short-term studies, but 
the long-term impacts areunknown. 

The onlywayto knowhowAI may affect 
youngchildren would bethrough weIl-de­
signed longitudinal studies. But by the 
time robUst evidence emerged, a whole 
generation would have grown up ex­
posed,and if there are indeed harmful ef- . 
fects, these may be irreversible. There are 
already some alarm bells ringing over Afs 
potentialirnpact . 
. Research shows high use of screens dur­
ing early childhood is associated with 
poor language, social and relational tunc­
tioning.Many children love to use screens, 
and AI is likely to be similarly rewarding 
because AI models are endlessly patient· 
and instantly responsive to the topics 
of your choosing and do not seem to de-

Like all mammals, human infants are 
bound by biological processes and have 
evolved to develop in social groups in 
close physical connection with others. 
Everything we know about child develop­
ment highlights the importance offace­
to-face connection. Children learn about 
themselves and the world through all 
their senses. They learn to commUnicate 
throUgh "serve-and-return" interactions 
responsive, back-and-forth exchanges be­
tween them and their caregiveI: This in­
cludes physical touch, emotion and play. 
Con~these interactions help shape 
brain architecture. 
. Wedonotyetknowwhattheimpactwill 
be on children's capacity for human rela­
tionships if they are exposed to AI while 
theirphysiological,neurological andemo­
tional regulatory systems are develop­
ing. It is unclear how longer-term AI ex­
Posure may affect drildren's understand­
ing of other people and their develop­
ment ofempathy.Normal social interac­
tions in childhood include conflict,negoti­
ation,reSolution and play with other chil­
dren. These interactions involve non-ver-
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United Nations Mission In South Sudan 

UNMISS 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST·(REOI) . 

ClOSing Date for Receipt of EOI: 23 March ~026 

General Description of the Requirement: 
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan 
(UN MISS) hereby solicits Expressions of Interest 
(EOI) from competent Companies for the Supply 
and Delivery of Ordinary Portland Cement Grade 
43 to DAP- UNMISS Logistics Base in Juba, the 
Republic of South Sudan (Incoterms 2010). 

Conditions: 
1. Interested companies are invited to submit their 

Expression of Interest (EOI) online, by hand 
delivery,. or-by e-mail aSindieafed below. The 
EOI must include, as a minimum, the following 
information: 

l:!!l United Nations Global Market (UNGM) and 
Registration Number for the Supply and 
Delivery Of Ordinary Portland Cement Grade 
43 of UNSPSC Code no. 30111601. 

l:!!l Company's contact details (address, telephone 
and e-mail, etc.). 

Important Notice: 
2. This REOI does not constitute a solicitation. 

UNMISS reserves the right to change or cancel 
the requirement at any time during the REOI 
and/or solicitation process. Thus, submitting a 
response to this REOI does not automatically· 
guarantee that your company will be conSId­
ered for receipt of the solicitation when issued. 

3.UNMISS also reserves the right to send the 
Solicitation Documents to companies' who 
were identified through additional market 

'1 
research or other means to source the UN I 
requirements. I 

4. Vendors interested in fulfilling the requirement 
de.scribed above must be registered with 
UNGM and those not registered may wish to 
visit www.ungm.org for full registration informa- I 
tion in order to be eligible to participate in any 
solicitation. I 

5. Vendors already registered at the UNGM 
basic level are strongly advised to upgrade to I 

level 1. l 
6. Local and-Regional companies, women owned 
• business, and businesses owned by people 

living with disabilities are encouraged to partici­
pate. 

7. The EOI, clearly marked "Expression of 
Interest - Supply and Delivery of Ordinary 
Portland Cement Grade 43 to DAP- UNMISS 
Logistics Base in Juba, the Republic of 
South Sudan (Incotenns 2010)" must be 
received by UNMISS no later than 16:00 Hours 
(GMT +2) on Monday, 23 March 2026, via the 
link https:/Iwww.ungm.org/Public/Notice or 
contact Jama Ermos Michael at michael­
j@un.org with a copy to lafta@un.org and 
mazise@un.org incase. of difficulties. The EOI 
-may also be hand-delivered to the attention of 

. ·the Officer-in-Charge, Procurement Section, 
~United Nations _Mission'" in South Sudan 
(UN MISS) Near Juba Intemational Airport, 
Room No.: 3C/02, Juba, South Sudan, Tel: 
+211912067161. 

UNMISS 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (REOI) 

ClOSing Date for Receipt of EOI: 23 March 2026 

General Description of the Requirement: 
The United Nations Mission in South Sudan 
(UNMISS) hereby solicits ExpreSSions of Interest 
(EOI) from competent Companies for the Supply 
and Delivery of Porcelain. Tiles and Consumable 
Materials to DAP- UNMISS Logistics Base in 
Juba, the Republic of South Sudan (Incoterms 
2010). 

Conditions: 
1. Interested companies are invited to submit their 

Expression-of Interest (EOI) online, by hand 
delivery, or bye-mail as indicated below. The 
EOI must include, as a minimum, the following 
information: . 

l:!!l United Nations Global Market (UNGM) and 
Registration Number for the Supply and 
Delivery of Porcelain Tiles and Consumable 
Materials of UNSPSC Code no. 30131703. 

l:!!l Company's contact details (address, telephone 
and e-mail, etc.). 

Important Notice: 
2. This REOI does not constitute a solicitation. 
UNMISS reserves the right to change or cancel 
the requirement at any time during the REOI 
and/or solicitation process. Thus, submitting a 
response to this REOI does not automatically 
guarantee that your company will be consid­
ered for receipt of the solicitation when issued. 

3. UNMISS also reserves the right to send the 
Solicitation Documents to companies who 

were identified through additional market 
research or other means to source the UN 

. requirements. 
4. Vendors interested in fulfilling the requirement 

described above must be registered with 
UNGM and those not registered may wish to 
visit www.urigm.org f0r full registration informa­
tion in order to be eligible to participate in any 
solicitation. 

5. Vendors already registered at the UNGM basic 
level are strongly advised to upgrade to level 1. 

fr. Local and Regional companies, women owned 
business, and businesses owned by people 
living with disabilities are encouraged to partici­
pate. 

7. The EOI, clearly marked "Expression of . 
Interest - Supply and Delivery of Porcelain 
Tiles and Consumable Materials to DAP­
UN MISS Logistics Base in Juba, the Repub­
lic of South Sudan (Incoterms 2010)" must 
be received by UNMISS no later than 16:00 
Hours (GMT +2) on Monday, 23 March 2026, 
via the link https:/Iwww.ungm.org/PubliclNo­
tice or contact Priscella Paringira at priscel­
la.paringira@un.org with a copy to 
lafta@un.org and mazise@un.org incase of 
difficulties. The EOI may also be hand-deliv­
ered to the attention of the Officer-in-Charge, 
Procurement Section, United Nations Mission 
in South Sudan (UNMISS) Near Juba Intema­
tional Airport, Room No.: 3C/02, Juba, South 
Sudan, Tel: +211912067161. 
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