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COMMENT . ~ . 

Firmly deal with corporal punishment in schools 
A headteacher brutally tortured a 14-year-old pupil in 
Mityana district. The tragedy at Bright Way Junior School is 
a chilling reminder of the dangers of corporal punishment 
The school has since been closed and its headteacher 
rearrested. 

Despite the legal ban on corporal punishment in schools, 
cases of violence against children continue. The National 
Violence Against Children Baseline Survey ofJune 2025 
paints a grim picture. It shows that boys in secondary 
schools and technical institutions suffer mostly physical 
violence, while girls are subjected to sexual abuse. These 
findings confirm that schools are becoming breeding 
grounds for cruelty. 
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In Mityana, a pupil accused of theft was not afforded due 
process, counselling or parental involvement. Instead, she 
was beaten, tied with ropes and locked away overnight. 
This ~as riot discipline; it was torture. That fellow pupils 
watched in tears as their classmate suffered shows how 
violence perpetuates fear and trauma among all children, 
not just the direct victim. 

Parents, teachers and community leaders all share 
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responsibility for this challenge. Teachers. are entrusted with 
the care of children. ' 

When they resort to corporal punishment, they betray that 
trust. Parents who ignore their children's needs or push 
them into child labour also fail in their duty. And education 
authorities who do not enforce the ban on corporal 
punishment allow this cycle of abuse to continue. 

Stakeholders must confront this problem with urgency 
and resolve it decisively. Corporal punishment must be 
treated not as a disciplinary lapse, but as a criminal act. 
The arrest of Bright Way's headteacher is a step in the right 
direction, but such action must be consistent and serve as a 
deterrent. 

Schools must strengthen violence prevention frameworks. 
Communities must embrace a socio-ecological approach 
to violence prevention. This means tackling the root causes 
such as poverty, broken families, peer pressure and harmful 
cultural norms. Parents must reclaim their role in nurturing 
children, while schools must prioritise counselling, 
mentorship and positive discipline methods. 
Disciplin~ does not mean pain. Respect, guidance 
and encouragement are far more effective in shaping 
responsibfe citizens than beatings and humiliation. Every 
child deserves dignity, safety and the chance to learn 
without fear. 

Corporal punishment is violence - one that cripples 
children phYSically, emotionally and psychologically. It must 
be brought to an end. 
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O
n Friday, March 6, the White 
House released a video that 
opened with a brief clip from 
the popular videogame Grand 
Theft Auto: San Andreas, 

before turning to footage of American 
bombings in Tehran. Another video titled 
STRIKE, meanwhile, portrays Iranians as , 
bowling pins knocked down by a bowling 
ball and then followed by recent footage of 
various Iranian targets being blown up. 

At least half a doien such videos have been 
released by the Wliite House with themes 
ranging from sports to popular culture, 
spliced to spice up scenes from·the real war 
in the Middle East 

But the war currently underway in 
the Middle East is not what the Trump 
administration is portraying it to be. To the 
contrary, here is what people need to know 
about the war. One, despite what the White 
House puts out on social media, this war is 
not a video game. TWel, although no one has 
used the N-word yet (as in nuclear), do not 
rule it out completely. If anything, the war 
is just getting started, and where it ends is 
anyone's guess. 

Portraying the war as a video game, at the 
very least, reveals the delinquent minds 
running the war in the Situation Room in the 
White House. Only someone who has never 
experienced the horrors of real war will treat 
it as a game, something to be glorified and 

. valorised. As for Trump, everyone knows 
he dodged the Vietnam war draft in 1968 -
because of unverified medical claims that he 
had bone spurs in his foot. 

US secretary of war Pete Hegseth did 
deploy to Iraq in 2005-2006 with the WIst 
Airborne Division's 3rd Battalion, where 
he served as a platoon leader and later 
as a civil affairs officer working with local 
Iraqi government officials. But despite his 
macho bravado, his direct frontline combat 
experience was very limited. To claim that 
he was a warrior is an overexaggeration Cij1d 
puffed self-aggrandisement. 

But there is a deeper and more sinister 
reason behind the administration's portrayal 
of the war' as a videogame. On display is the 
mindset which sees non-White racialised 
people as non-humans to be disposed of as 
one disposes of garbage. This is not new. 
In its immigration enforcement, the Trump 
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Washington's dangerous 
game in the Middle East 

administration has subjected immigrants 
to inhuman treatment. That trend 
continues in this war. 

But in looking to normalise the war, 
to make it just another event - much 
like one goes to the ballpark on a 
Sunday afternoon to enjoy, cheer 
and, ultimately, be entertained for 
the day - the White House, in other 
words, wants you to believe that you 
can enjoy this war whilst eating your 
favourite popcorn and drinking 
your favourite beer. Therein lies 
the problem: minimising an 
incredibly destructive war' 
as a game to be won 
and lost, one that 
ultimately does 
not hurt anyone. 
Who is the 
White House 
deceiving -
perhaps a 
generation 
of incredibly 
lucky Americans 
who have never 
experienced the 
horrors of war, 
who have never 
had to abandon 
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their homes to find safe refuge in neighbouring 
countries, and who have never lost members of their 
families? 

So far, the casualties of this war have grown to as 
many as 1,500 Iranian civilians, including the 180 
schoolgirls blown up by an American Tomahawk 
missile, over 850 Lebanese civilians, more than 12 
Israeli civilians including many wounded, and at least a 
dozen American soldiers killed. These lives lost are not 
a video game, but real lives of individuals with families 

and loved ones who care about them. 
This prompted Cardinal Blaise Cupich, the 
Archbishop of Chicago, to put out a strong 
stafement criticising the White House, released 
on March 7. 

"Our Government is treating the suffering 
of the Iranian people as a backdrop for our 
own entertainment, as if it is just another piece 
of content to be swiped through while we are 

waiting in line at the grocery store,» Cupich noted 
in the statement. 
"But, in the end, we lose our humanity when we 

are thrilled by the destructive power of our military." 
Cupich is right, but that is not all. The real danger 

of viewing the other side as inhuman could lead 
to the repeat of what happened in April 

1945, when US president Harry S. 
Truman unleashed the power of 

nuclear bombs over Japan - not 
once, but twice in as many days. 
The legacies of the Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki bombings were 
not that they happened at all, 

but that they opened the 
possibility that nuclear 

bombs could be used 
by humankind in 

other conflicts. 
The prospects of 
nuclear bombs 
being used in this 

conflict depend on how the US perceives 
the progress of the war. If, as happened 
back in 1945, the perception is that the war 
is not progressing as expected and that Iran 
remains a persistent and resilient opponent, 
there is a real possibility that the Americans 
might consider the use of a tactical nuclear 
weapon. 

But do not let the word "tactical" deceive 
. you - a nuclear bomb is a nuclear bomb. 
Whilst smaller than the strategic warheads 
(some with up to 3DO kilotonnes), many 
tactical nuclear weapons possess the same 
explosive power as the 15-kilotonnes bomb 
that levelled Hiroshima. And, however, 
limited their use, the power they unleash will 
reverberate for a very long time - not only 
in human lives lost, but in inviting the use 
of similar bombs in the future. That sounds 
alarmist, but back in 1945 that too would 
have sounded alanTIist, except the bombs 
were deployed, thousands died instantly, and 
many thousands more perished later from the 
radiation. 

To put it in perspective, the White House 
should have thought this through before 
starting this war. But now that the war is here, 
managing rhetoric and tactics will determine 
how it shapes up in the coming days. 
Sticking to the same over-hyped masculinity 
to conduct the war will only lead to far more 
serious consequences, and who knows what 
happens next. To paraphrase Mark Antony 
in Shakespeare's play ·Julius Caesar, "Once • 
unleashed, who knows what havoc the dogs 
of war will causer 
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