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Cultural beliefs deter 
tight against ant 

inary officers to procure their own 
vaccines since they are available be­
tween Shs50,000 and Shs70,000 and 
vaccination is done in partnership 
with the agriculture ministry offi­
cials .. " 
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R~gional News· 

27 illegal 
clinics closed 
in'Wakiso 
BY NOELINE N~BUKENYA 

WAKISO. Authorities have raised an alarm 
over the use of fake licenses and unqualified 
health workers after d osing 27 health facili­

\, ties in the ongoing crackdown in Wakiso Dis­
Ariel The operation Which has run for the last 
two months, targets health facilities operat-
ing illegally and staff working outside their 
professional scope. 

Data-from the March 
2 situation report 
shows five people 
cases admitted to 
health facilitie$ and 
12 under hOliie"'based 
care, while six'have 
died in Lyantonde. 

Dr Moses Nkanika, the Lyantonde 
District Health Officer, linked hu­
man cases to handling suddenly de­
ceased animals, often tied to low risk 
perception and cultural associations 
with witchcraft. He emphasised ear­
ly intervention, saying, "Most cases 
can be managed at our health facil­
ities,especiallywhen patients report 
early. Delayed treatment increases 
the risk of death." 

Mr Michael Kayizzi, the Quality Assurance ._~ 
Manager at the Allied Health Professionals' 
Council of Uganda, said the exercise had'ex-

BY'AMBROSE MUSASIZI 

A
s the anthrax outbreak in Ly­
antonde District enters its 
third month, cultural beliefs 
are emerging as a significant 

barrier to effective control meas­
ures, complicating efforts to curb 
the spread of the deadly zoonotic 
disease. 

He cautioned against 
consuming unin­
. spected meat 

and commend­
ed multi-sec­
toral coordi­
nation, noting 
that four deaths 
were reported 

by mid-February, 
with two cases un­

der treatment at Kasag-
amaHealth Centre m. 

posed widespread malpractice. "It is my au- . 
ty to ensure that an people practicing medi-
cine are qualified, licensed and working in li­
censed health facilities and areworkingwith-
in their Scope of license, " he said on Tuesday. 

The health facilities dosed include; Mercy . 
Medical Centre, St Jesus Medical Clinic, Top 
Clinic, Wangu Medical Centre, and Oasis Med­
ical Centre in Wakiso Town Council. 

At St Jesus Medical Clinic, authorities found 
a health worker. operating in unsanitary con­
ditions, including a bucket of urine, dusty 
beds and poorly managed waste. The facility 
was immediately shut pending rectification 
of the mistakes. "I havejust retired from pub­
lic service and figuring out what to do. ThiS is 
a friend's clinic and I am only helnillg them," 

Since January,the outbreak has re­
sulted i,ri. six human deaths. and 137 . 
animal fatalities, with'Kasagama re­
maining the hardest hit sub-coun­
ty. District officials report that tra­
ditional practices, induding resist­
ance to burying or burning infect­
ed carcasses. and reliance on herbal 
remedies over medical treatment, 
are fuelling transmission. 

Lyantonde Resident District Com­
missioner, David Nkoojo, has called 
for community cooperation to over­
come these barriers, stressing the en­
forcement of public health guide­
lines. 

said Rajah Kiguli, who was found at the prem- -:_ 

Anthrax is caused by a bacteria 
known as Bacillus anthracis. Hu­
mans generally acquire the disease 
directly or in<Urect1y from infected 
animals or occupational exposure 
to affected or contaminated animal 
products. 

CUmulative data from the March 
2 situation report shows five con­
firmed human cases admitted to 
health facilities and 12 suspect­
ed cases under home-based care, 
alongside six confirmed deaths. 

Dr Ronald Bameka, the Lyantonde 
District veterinary officez;Qighlight­
ed the role of cultural hurdles in his 
latest report.to the Ministry of Agri­
culture, Animal Industry and fish­
eries (MAAIF). 

''We have managedt o bury 12 car­
casses in different areas, though 
with big challenges," he noted, 
pointing to beliefs that discourage 
proper disposal and incidents of 
unearthing buried remains. 

A veterinary doctor vaccinates a goat. Experts say that practices such as 
seeing anthrax as witchcraft have made the fight against anthrax tough. 
PHOTO/AMBROSE MUSASIZI 

On th.e government's recent. vac­
cine dispatch, he noted:"This inter­
vention will significantly reduce the 
risk offurther infections and protect 
both animals and the community." 

Vaccination progress remains lim­
ited against the at-risk population 
of 120,000 cattie, 60,000 goats and 
sheep, and 10,000 pigs. Only 10,000 
doses provided by MAAIF, supple-

mented by 5,000 farmer-procured 
ones, vaccinating 16,500 animals to 
date (13,000 cattie,3,5OO goats and 
sheep). 

Dr B.ameka urged farmers to pro­
cure additional vaccines for their 
livestock, stating, "The 10,000 doses 
provided by the government are like 
a drop in the ocean. We urge farmers 
to liaise with their sub-county veter· 

He advocated for strict measures 
for handling dead animals, aligning 
with district efforts to address cul­
tural resistance. 

Fred Muhangi, the Lyantonde Dis­
trict chairperson, echOed the need 
for capacity building and law en­
forcement to counter beliefs hinder­
ing carcass disposal and vaccination. 

According to Dr Bameka, other dis­
trict efforts and responses include 
'~ask force meetings, community 
sensitisation in four sub-counties, _ 
radio campaigns, and veterinary 
measures like dosing five unhygien­
ic butcheries and banning dead car­
casstrade. 

As anthrax spores persist in soil fOJ; 
decades, experts warn that without 
addressing cultural beliefs such as 
viewing the disease as witchcraft or 
preferring herbs, containment will 
remain elusive. 

ises before they were sealed off 
At Costa Medical Centre, all health workers 

were found operating Without valid licenses 
while the registered owner was absent. "You 
are operating illegally. First get a license be­
fore you can resume work," said Mr Christo­
pher Bingi, the council's regional supervisor 
for Kampala Metropolitan. 

At Top Clinic, authorities fOUlld an expired 
license dating backto 2023 while' at Wangu . 
Medical Centre, a midwife was caught secret­
ly attending to a patient despite earlier clo­
sure orders. 

"This facility doesn't meet the required 
standards. Your life is in danger," Mr Kayiz­
zi told a patient, who was removed from a . 
drip and advised to seek care elsewhere. Offi­
cials said the facility had been operating on a 
forged license and lacked proper patients're­
cords. 

At Oasis Medical Centre in Kisimbiri, the 
staff member on duty had no gloves and 
could not present academic qualifications 
when asked. Ms Rachel Namboozo, a health 
inspector in Wakiso District; said many ' 
health faciliiy owners fail to supervise opera­
tions,instead hiring unqualified staff or leav­
ing trainees urisupervised. 
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BY ROBERT MUHEREZA 

KABALE. The government has un­
veiled plans to connect Kisoro Town to 
Uganda's national electricity grid, in a 
move aimed at ending decades of reli­
ance on imported power from Rwanda 

Officials from Uganda Electricity Dis­
tribution Company Limited (UEDCL) 
say the shift is expected to improve re­
liability,reduce costs for businesses,and 
support economic growth in the south­
western district. 

Mr Ian Namanya, the UEDCL territory 
manager for the southwestern region, 
disclosed the plans on Wednesday dur­
ing a media dialogue held in Kabale. 

"Plans have been approved to connect 
Kisoro Town to th~ ~at!op'~ elWt 
ty gridJo avoid rl@lengffi 1 f icin' no. 

O ,J.I . 1~ E!;~---'\.I1 n-,J. .::.. ----:_7F Ie 

Kisoro to .be connected to national grid 
ing power from Rwanda,"Mr Naman­
ya said. "Electricity was sourced from 
Rwanda for many years because it was 
the nearest option,.but with the estab: 
lishment of a substation at Karukara, 
RUbandaDistrict,it is now feasible to in­
tegrate Kisoro into the national grid." 

Uganda began importing electricity 
from Rwanda in the early 1990S to serve 
Kisoro due to the absence of reliable in­
frastructure linking the area to the na­
tional grid. This was further encum­
bered by technical and reliability chal­
lenges. 

Mr Namanya noted that~cent up­
~des in the region ha~;~~.iID: 

proved power stability. These include 
the replacement of a 2.5MVA trans­
former with a 5MVA unit at Kabale sub­
station and the replacement of deteri­
orated electricity poles with new ones. 

Since April 2'025, UEDCL has regis­
tered 1,768 rrew electricity connections, 
replaced 437 meters, and achieved full 
revenue collection. 

The company bas further er>.hanced 
customer engagement throug.'1 public 
outreach and digital platforms, indud­
ing a WhatsApp communication chan­
nel. Looking ahead, UEDCL plans to re­

;~ish the,~b1¥e subSf<lti?,n aIJd~e 
~~e~~p1~teeder~9~~@~ ~-_ 

panding government-supported elec­
tricity connections. 

The Member of Parliament-elect for 
Kisoro Municipality, Mr Sam Byibesho, 
welcomed the development,descnbing 
it as a long-awaited solution to persis­
tent power challenges in the area. 

"Connecting Kisoro to the national 
grid will boost industrialisation and 
business growth," Mr Byibesho said. 
"The imported power from Rwanda 
was unreliable and was often at low 
voltage,forcing businesses and service 
providers to rely on expensive genera-
1£1]'" S' - I r 
~ 1ff,~9-'i~ !?as ~~ move would signif-

icantly reduce operational costs for en­
terprises and improve service delivery 
across sectors. 

Kisoro Municipality, has an estimat­
ed population of about 26,000 people, 
according to the 2024 National Popu­
lation and Housing Census. More than 
17,000 households are currently con­
nected to electricity. 

Energy experts say integrating Kisoro -
into the national grid will not only sta­
bilise power supply but also enhance 
regional development by supporting 
small industries, tourism and cross-bor­
dertrade. 

The planned connection marks a sig­
nificant step in Uganda's broader ef­
forts to expand electricity access and 
impro e servic~ J;eliabijilY)acmss,\lll- _ 
d :J ~~:L. ~l.. - 71=" : 
~ __ ~", ~ 1. L r Jf C . V. is. ":. 
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