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"Advocate for conducive 
environment for learners" 

oflearning, while the Innovation 
Model equips them with practical 
skills such as entrepreneurship, 
financial management, computer 
literacy, and life skills. 

''These models help students build 
confidence and leadership skills. Many 
of our beneficiaries have gone on 

Educationists have called 
for stronger advocacy to 
ensure a safe and condu­
cive learning environment 
for students following 
increasi'ng cases of abuse 
in learning institutions. 
The call was made during 
a four-day Tra ining of Train­
ers programme aimed at 
discussing effective ways 
of implementing the op­
erations of the Forum for 
African Women Education­
alists (FAWE) in Uganda 
and-across Africa, writes 
Geofrey Serugo. 

to take up leadership roles because 
they are encouraged to speak up and 
express their ideas," Okello said. 

He added that safeguarding remains 
. a core part of the programme to 

ensure learners study in a friendly and 
protective environment. 

"Every learner we support must 
be safeguarded. Our goal is to ensure 
that the girl child and every student in 
the programme studies in a safe and 
conducive environment," he said. 

Okello urged participants in the 
training to share the knowledge 
gained with their communities to 
strengthen support systems for 
learners. 

Meanwhile, Eunice Masika, a FAWE 
alumna who joined the programme 
in 2018, said the initiative gave her a 
second chance to pursue her dreams. 

"FA WE picked me from a point 
where I had lost hope and gave me 
the opportunity to continue with my 
education," she said. 

D
r Martha Muhwezi, the 
executive director of 
FAWE Africa, said the 
organisation exists to 
promote gender equity 

Dr Martha Muhwezi addresses the audience 

Masika explained that through the 
programme's extended orientation, 
participants received training in 
entrepreneurship, leadership, 
communication, and personal 
development. 

, and equality in education across the 
continent. 

''We have been exploring how 
best we can support young women 
and men through mep.torship. We 
have also been discUSsing how 
to induct students as they join 
tugher institutions oflearning, 
especially those from marginalized 
communities," she said. 
\ Muhwezi noted that while bursaries 
and scholarships are important, they 
are not sufficient on their own. 
. "Providing financial support is 

not enough. Walking the journey 
with these young people is very 
important. We focus on safeguarding 

learners by ensuring instituti~ns 
provide a protective and supportive 
environment," she explained. 

''We have been discussing how to 
safeguar4young people, protect them 
from abuse, and ensure they study in 
safe environments. If we do not walk 
this journey with them, some of them 
especially girls are likely to face abuse 
and eventually drop out of school," 
she said. 

Programme, FAWE has been 
promoting TVET among young people 
for the past seven years, aiming to 
equip them with practical skills. 

''With rising unemployment, 
TVET offers young people better 

opportunities to transition into the 
world of work. Many can become self­
employed while others find jobs in 
different companies," she said. 

She revealed that FAWE has 
implemented the programme in 
Uganda for the last eight years, with 
abOut 98 percent of beneficiaries 
either self-employed or employed in 
various sectors. 

Calvin Okello, FAWE Uganda's 
Education Coordinator, explained that 
the programme relies on three key 
models designed to support students. 

He said the Extended Orientation 
Modelpreparesn~enrolled 
students for life in higher institutions 

"We'were empowered as young 
women to stand up for ourselves and 
break the stereotype of being treated 
as minors," she said. 

Masika later enrolled at Jinja School 
of Nursing and Midwifery, where she 
graduated as a registered nurse and is 
currently working. 

''I bequne the first female in my 
family tc\I graduate. That would not 
have happened without FAWE's 
suppo~" she said. 

She added that the programme 
also helped participants build social 
networks and gain financial literacy. 
Mas~ is now mentoring other 

young people, saying she wants 
'others to:benefit from the same 
opportUnities that changed her life. 

16% of Ugandans stDl not sleeping under mosquito nets - ,survey 
. GEOFREY SERUGO . 
! 
: At least 16 percent of Ugandans do not 

sleep under Insecticide-Treated Nets 
(lTNs), raising concerns among health · 
expet1S about continued expqsure to 
·malaria, according to findings from the 2025 
Uganda Malaria Indicator Survey (UMIS). 

The swvey, conducted between 
.November 29, 2024, and February 3, 2025, 
. assessed malaria prevention practices and 
, treatment patterns across the country, 
; Rroyi~ uJXia1ed data on key demographic 
and health indicators related to malaria. 

According to the report, 44,l91 people 
were swveyed across 9458 households 
during the study period. The findings also 
show a shift in population distribution, with 
the proportion of people living in rural areas 
dropping from 76 percent in the 2018-19 
UMIS to 62 percent in the 2024-25 swvey. 
Researchers attribute this change largely to 
the creation of new cities and town councils 
after the previous swvey. 

The swvey collected data on major 
malaria prevention measures, including 
mosquito net ownership and ~e, . 
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mtermlttent preventtve treatment among 

pregnant women, and care-seeking distribution and use ofITNs remains one 
behaviour for fever among children. of the central interventions for preventing 
Children were also tested for malaria malaria infection in Uganda." 
infection. Despite their proven effectiveness, 

Health experts say Insecticide-Treated the survey sho~ gaps in access and use. 
Nets remain one of the most effective tools Nationwide, 84 perCent of households own 
in the fight against malaria, as they repel at least one ITN, while 87 percent own at 
and kill mosquitoes, preventing bites and least one mosquito net of any type. 
reducing the spread of malaria parasites. However, r~onal differences persist. 

''When high coverage with ITNs is The largest gap between access to nets and 
achieved, they reduce malaria risk not actual use was recorded in Tooro, where 68 .. ~ 
only at the individual level but also across percent of people had access to ITNs but 
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