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LETTER OF THE DAY

Opportumty or 1llusmnp on ,
Copyright d young creatives

The recent passing of the Cop-
yright and Neighbouring Rights
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, by the
‘Parliament of Uganda, has been
widely celebrated as a victory
for the creative industry.
Designed to strengthen intel-
lectual property rights, the law
promises better protection, fair-
er pay, and improved control

over creative works in the digi- |

talage.
But an important question
remains: Will it truly benefit

young creatives across all fields

oronly afew?

At face value, it presents signif-

icant opportunities.

It modernises Uganda’s out-
dated copynght framework |

1mprovmg revenue sharmg |

For young adults navigating
music, film, writing, photogra-
phy, and digital content crea-
- tion, this signals a shift toward
recognising cxmtmty as a legit-
imate economic activity.

The law introduces strong-
er enforcement measures and /

clearer ownership rights, mean-

ing a young artist can now bet-

ter protect their work from un- |
- tion.

authorised use.
It also enhances remunera-

tion systems, allowing creatives

to earn royalties whenever their

cusapparstooentrehmvilyon
. musicians.

content is commercially exploit-
ed.
In theory, this opens doors for

youth to turn passion mto sus-
tainableincome.  #

~ have largely highlighted music

However, the reality on the

ground is more complex.
_ thor; has been following devel-

. sometimes overlooking writers,

Samuel Timaka, a young au- = visual artists,and emerging dig-

have long struggled with con- |

* copyright registration licensing,
. and monetisation strategies,the
- law risks remaining a paper vic-
* toryrather than a practical tool.

tent theft and lack of recogni-

Yet Timaka is also critical. He

notes that much of the public
conversation and even policy fo-

This concern is not unfound-
ed, as debates around the law

and performance industries,

. ital creators.

opments around the law,and
admits that the law brings both
' tential, many young creatives
His excitement reflectsawider

hope and concern.
sentiment among young writ-

Another major issue raised is
awareness. Despite the law’s po-

remain uninformed about how

ers anddlgltal creators,who it.

Without proper education on

This gap reflects a broader

" structural challenge.
. While the law strengthens le-
- gal protections, it does not auto-
- matically guarantee income.

- For young creatives to truly |
- benefit, there must be deliber-
- ate efforts in training, outreach,

and inclusion.
Experts have also suggest-

Ultimately, the new copyright

- tion but it is not a Eomplete

solution.

It creates a framework where -

young creatives can earn more,

- but success will depend on im-
- plementation, inclusivity, and
- education.

For Uganda’s youth, the mes-

 sage is clear: The opportuni-
 ty exists, but it must be actively
claimed.

And for policymakers, the
challenge remains to ensure

~ every creative voice, not just
| _ those in the spotlight, is heard,
- ed the need for public aware-
- ness campaigns to address poor |
. knowledge of intellectual prop-
. ertyrights in Uganda. ;
it works or how to benefit from
' law is a step in the right direc-

protected, and fairly rewarded.
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