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Retooling as a complementary 
approach to supporting teachers 
in the new secondary curriculum 

In my previous commentary in this pa~my focus was 
on the role that universities can play in the dissemination" 
of the new secondary curricUlum ~ugh science out­
reach progranuiles. 

The focus this time is on retooling or equipping teach­
ers with 'newtools'for teaching. What do I mean by retool­
ing iIi this context? To answer the question, I shall use the 
physics curriculum at the secondary lower level as an ex-
ample. "" 

The emphasis will be on "light" as a theme, while the top­
ic will be "lenses and optical instruments". This is usual­
ly taught in Senior Three, Term Two. The competency in­
volves the application oflenses in various optical instru­
ments, including magnifying glasses, cameras, micro­
scopes,and telescopes. For this competency to be achieved 
appropriately, a question to be asked is how many physics 
teachers have seen a telescope in real life? 

Can you effectively teach about a telescope without hav­
ing seen it in real life? Interestingly, this is one of the re­
alities in most hard-to-reach schools where physics appa­
ratus/equipment is inadequate. This leads to a situation 
where concepts are taught without relating ta the actUal 

'. equipment With magnifying glasses, cameras, and micro­
scopes,it is no big deal, as they are readily available. 

There are several concepts whereteaehers need to be em­
powered. By retooling, I mean empowering physics teach­
ers by relating theoretical concepts to actual apparatus 
and"equipment. 

For example, this involves teaching about thermocou­
ples (temperature sensors),pyranometers (solar radiation 
me~ment instruments), signal generators, and the 
Cathode Ray Oscilloscope (CRO), without ever having seen 
them. To mention but a few. 

To address this issue,physics departments at universi­
ties in Uganda should consider organising refresher or re­
tooling courses for physics teachers in the country. Physics 
teachers should be facilitated to attend retooling courses 
at th~ university's physics departments. 

. A needs assessment should be conductea before deter­
mining the types of concepts, apparatus, and eipenmen­
tal set-ups that teachers will require. Then, tbe lecturers 
and technicians will prepare accordingly for such tasks. 

Additionally, the physics departments at universities 
should collaborate with various ministries and govern­
ment departments to make this a reality. 

This can be accomplished through ajoint project. The ap­
proach to retooling should be extended to all the different 
subjects. 

This will be a complementary approach to the other 
existirig retooling approaches already in place, such as 
the Secondary Science and Mathematics Teachers' Pro­
gramme. Together, we can make physics a fascinating sub-
ject. " " 

Patrick Oyirwoth Abedigamba, PhD 
Seniorlecturer and head of department, Physics 
Kyambogo University, Kampala, Uganda 
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LETTER OF TH~ DAY 

Opportunity or" illusion? On 
Copyright and young creative·s 

The recent passing of the Cop- , 
yright and Neighbouring Rights 1 
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, by the i 
Parliament ofUganda,has been ' 
widely celebrated as a victory I 
for the creative industry. 

Designed to strengthen intel- , 
lectual'property rights, the law 
promises better protection, fair­
er pay, and improved control 
over creative works in the digi­
tal age. 

But an important question 
remains: Will it truly benefit 
young creatives across all fields 
or only a few? 

At face value,it presents signif­
icant opportunities. 
It modernises Uganda's out­

dated copyright framework . 
by improving revenue sharing 
m~aDjsms, and ensuring cre­
ators can earn from digital plat­
forms. 
" For young adults navigating 
music, filni, writing, photogra- I 
phy, and digital content crea- ! 

. tion, this signals a shift toward I 

recognising creativity as a legit­
imate economic activity. 

The law introduces strong- I 
er enforcement measures and ~ 
clearerawnershlprights,mean- ------------------------------------------------------------~ 
ing a young artist can now bet- , have long struggled with con- Without proper education on fion but it is not a complete 
ter protect their work from un- . tent theft. and lack of recogni- copyright registration,licensing, solution. 
authorised use. ' tion. : and monetisation strategies, the It creates a framework where " 

It also enhances remunera- Yet Timaka is also critical. He law risks remaining a paper vic- young creatives can earn more, 
tion systems, allowing creatives notes that much of the public tory rather than a practical tool. but success will depend on im­
to earn royalties whenever their convei'sationandevenpolicyfo- This gap reflects a broader plementation, inclusivity, and 
content is commercially exploit- cus appears to centre heavily on ' structural challenge. education. 
ed. musicians. While the law strengthens Ie- For Uganda's youth, the mes-

In theory, this opens doors for This concern is I).ot unfound- gal protections, it does not auto- ' sage is clear: The opportuni-
youth to turn passion into sus- ed, as debates around the law matically guarantee income. ! ty exists, but it must be actively 
tainable income. ~ j have largely hlghlighted music For young creatives to truly claimed. 

However, the reality on the and performance industries, benefit, there must be deliber- And for policymakers, the 
ground is more complex. sometimes overlooking writers, ate efforts in training, outreach, challenge remains to ensure 

Samuel Timaka, a young au- visual artists, and emerging dig- and inclusion. every creative voice, not just 
thor, has been following devel- ital creators. Experts have also suggest-those in the spotlight, is heard, 
opments around the law, and Another major issue raised is ed the need for public aware- protected, and fairly rewarded. 
admits that the law brings both awareness. Despite the law's po- ness campaigns to address poor 
hope and concern. tential, many young creatives knowledge ofinte11ectua1 prop-

His excitement reflects a wider remain uninformed about how erty rights in Uganda 
sentiment among young writ- it works Qr how to benefit from Ultimately, the new copyright 
ers and digital ~reators, who it law is a step in the right direc-

Alvin Rwebembera, 
2025 Senior Six student. 

What benefits are there to interacting with or even learning foreign languages? 

Col Emmanuel Muhoozi, 
head HR, UPDF 
A language is more than a 
communication tooL In the 
military, we look at it as a " 
bridge.It enhances peace­
keeping and deepens under­
standfug of the local environ­
ment. You need to keep prac­
ticing. 

Gloria Sebikari,PRO,PAU 
In Uganda, since the 19905 
to-date, French has acted as 
a bridge between institu­
tions in the oil and gas sec­
tor. Studying it enables one 
learn about the French food, 
drink and culture. 

ZowiMugumya,gamer 
The French embassy spon­
sored me to participate in 
the Swahili e-sport compe-

. tition,it was an amazing ex­
perience playing with some­
one you cannot communi­
cate with but following the 
rules of the game. 

Laiqah Kasule, 
emtrepreneur 
Learning French has shaped 
my identity.Having lived 
in Rwanda, and Abidjan, I 
learnt that the French are 
passionate about hospitali­
ty.They call sea food fruits of 
the sea 
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