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UGANDA LAUDED FOR 
ADVANCING HEALTH 
FINANCING REFORMS 

1Jv: .IGbn MU$enze 
f . ... ~.'··.~.;" •••• ; .. ~ . • • · .. . .. · •• ..• · ••••.• •. •• ••. ••• • • • 

creating a platform that is not 
only about dialogue, but action 
and implementation," Ntokozo 
Linton Mchunu, the technical 
advisor at AUDA-NEPAD, said. 

Uganda as been lauded for 
taking bold steps towards 
. trellgthening health financing 
sYJtems, as African countries 
l)ush towards greater self- THE TOP THREE PRIORITIES 
reliance and sustainability in Mchllnu outlined three key 
healthcare delivery. - pillars that African countries 

The recognition came during must prioritise: financing, 
the closure of the inaugural sovereignty and supply chain 
COmInunity of Practice on independence. 
Health Sovereignty Conference Firstly, he said health must 
held at Serena Hotel, Kampala be anchored in strong financial 
on March 23-25, which brought systems, calling for improved 
together top officials from health domestic resource mobilisation, 
and finance ministries across better public . financial 
eight countries: Senega), Kenya, management and more use of 
Eswatini, Mozambique, ZambiC!., both public and private capital. 
Tanzania, Botswana and South Secondly, Mchunu 
Africa. highlighted the need for system 

The meeting, co-hosted by sovereignty, where countries 
Uganda alongside the African build resilient national health 
Union Development Agency systems capable of planning, 
(AUDA-NEPAD) with suPPOrt. regulating and delivering . 
from Georgetown University services with minimal reliance 
in the US, focused on creating on external support. 
a platform for countries to Thirdly, he called for supply 
share experiences and develop chain sovereignty, urging 
practical, country-led solutions African nations to invest in local 
to health system challenges. production and distribution 

"We want to commend of medicines, diagnostics and 
Uganda for taking the lead in medical technologies. 

B£NiEN THE UNES . 
o Africa must begin to 
treat health not just as a 
social service, but as a 
critical component of 
economic development 
and national planning. 

UGANDA'S ACHIEVEMENTS 
Uganda's efforts in advancing 
these priorities were further 
Wghlighted by Vivian 
Tumwebaze, the principal 
economist and health budget 
analyst at the Ministry or" 
Finance, Planning and 
Economic Development, who 
represented finance minister 
Matia Kasaija ' 

She said government 
financing for health has steadily 
increased over,the years, rising 
from about sh2.64 trillion in 
the 2020/21 financial year to 
approximately sM.4 trillion in 
the 2025/26 budget 

The human capital 
development programme, 
under which the health sector 
falls, now takes the largest share 
of the natipnal budget, reflecting 

Aceng (front row, third-left) with other officials from the health and finance 
ministries of different countries during the closure of the Community of Practice on 
Health Sovereignty Conference held at Serena Hotel, Kampala on March 23-25 

the Government's commitment 
to improving health outcomes. 

Tumwebaze highlighted 
'several achievements linked 
to increased investment, 
including improvements in 
life expectancy, which has 
risen from 63 years in 2014 to 
68 'years in 2024. Maternal 
mortality has also Significantly 
declined, while child mortality 
rates have reduced over the 
same period. 

NEW REFORMS 
Uganda has also introduced 
key reforms to strengthen the 
efficiency of health spending. 
These include the adoption 
of results-based financing in 
primary healthcare, integration 
of donor-funded programmes 
into the national budget 

and mainstreaming HN / 
AIDS interventions across all 
government sectors. 

Health minister Jane Ruth 
Aceng, who was the chief guest, 
called for greater self-reliance 
and stronger co-ordination 
among African countries. 

"We are gathering at a time 
when the global health financing 
landscape is undergoing 
fundamental shifts. It is now 
critical for African countries to 
design and implement solutions 
that are country-owned and 
sustainable," she said. 

Dr Aceng emphasised the 
importance of the Accra Reset, 
a continental framework 
aimed at strengthening health 
sovereignty by enabling 
countries to diagnose system 
gaps, design investment plans, 

and implement reforms through 
national systems. 

She urged closer collaboration 
between the ministries of 
health and finance, noting that 
sustainable health systems 
require strong fiscal backing 
and co-ordinated planning. 

The community of practice is 
expected to serve as a platform 
for peer learning, accountability 
and practicality, with countries 
committing to measurable 
reforms within defined 
timelines. 

While Africa grapples with 
shifting global health dynamics, 
Uganda's approach, anchored 
in increased domestic financing, 
policy reforms and regional 
collaboration, is being viewed 
as a model for advancing 
health sovereignty. 
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:rae Inspector General of Government' 
(lGG). Justice Naluzze Aisha Batala. 
hag 'c'k-started the valuation of 17 

Sh1.6b in illicit assets: IGG clears sale of ex-UNRA staff wealth 
pro erties recovered from corrupt Block 383, Plot 9726. 
public officials, in a move aimed at According to the IG; the apartments 
facilitating their disposal and recovery generate a monthly income of sh7m, 

. of stolen public funds. which is remitted to the Inspectorate's 
During a site visit yesterday, Batala Asset Recovery Account held at Bank 

inspected one of the properties of Uganda. 
located in Kitende along Entebbe Justice Naluzze 
road in Wakiso district. The property, commended the ----
previously owned by a former Uganda investigators for 
National Roads Authority (UNRA) their diligence, 
staff member, is among those forfeited noting that 
to the state follOwing investigations. the institution 

However, the name of the former rem a ins 
UNRA staff was not disclosed for committed 
investigations. UNRA was dissolved in to tracing 
December 2024 following the repeal of ' a' n d 
the UNRAAct 2006, with its functions, recovering 
assets and staff reassigned to the i II i cit I y 
Ministry ofWoi'ks and Transport. acquired assets. 

INVESTIGATiON DETAILS 
Findings by the Inspectorate of 
Government aG) reveal that the 
official under-declared his 'assets by 
sh1.6b. To avoid prosecution, he 

. surrendered a property '10 

CURBING CORRUPTION 
The inspectorate of Government registered 1,516 complaints 
during the period, sanctioning 1,151 cases (75%). It impiemented 
378 out of 1,392 recommendations (27%), conducted eight 
systemic investigations and seven reviews to address structural 
weaknesses in public institutions. At the end, 246 bJeach-of-code 
investigations were concluded. 

"We shall continue pursuing 
individuals who steal public 
resources. Asset recovery remains 
a key strategy in • ensuring 
accountability," she said. 

The valuation exercise is being 
conducted by the Chief Government 
Valuer to determine reserve pnces 
ahead of disposal. 

Justice Naluzze disclosed that five 
of the 17 recovered properties 

-,,~......,,-- are developed and 
generating 

while the 
12 are undevellope:d. 
All 

managed by Knight Frank on behalf of 
the Inspectorate. 

A FIRMER GRIP 
The IGG noted that the recoveries, 
achieved through court orders, 
voluntary forfeitures and investigations, 
demonstrate the institution's growing 
capacity to handle complex corruption 
cases. 

Justice Naluzze said the ongoing 
asset tracing and financial profiling 
strategy is critical in jdentifying and 
seizing properties acquireq through 
illicit means. Slie said the latest 
developments should · reassure the 

are yielding results and that the fight is 
far from over. 

Over the years, the inspectorate has . 
recovered several properties in the 
form of land and buildings, either as 
a result of court orders or forfeited in 
lieu of prosecution, or arising from 
investigations. 

Early this month, the IGG revealed 
she had dismissed 12 public officials 
and interdicted four others since 
January as part of intensified efforts. to 
curb corruption and misuse of public 
funds. The inspectorate also recovered 
sh2.41b in misappropriated funds 
during the same period, returning the 
money to the treasury. 

The interdicted officials include chief 
administrative officers, accountants, 
teachers, nurses and parish chiefs who 
hail from the six districts of Bukwo, 
Masaka, Sironko, Pallisa, Kibuku and 
Kapchorwa. Three_ public servants 
received reprimands, while one w'~ 
demoted to a lower rank, Naluzze said, 
while a9dressing journalists at the 


