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;-!t here is a huge absence 
of government officials 
clarifying many things 
floating around social 
media, which eventual­
ly make their way into 
the mainstream media, 
writes Nelson Bwire 

' . ' Why Ugandan me~ yundt 
remain a~~~dacheto govt 

. ..- ". - - .-- - .-

chose jubilation over mourning such a 
great free<:k>m fighter. 

Alas, the replies we obtained imme­
diately, and those later on were in the 

"hate watching", to pray for high 
, ing government officials or those who 

I
n January 2021,Facebook (now Me- : have been known to be perpetual de­
ta) removed, a network of accoUnts : fenders of the regime to meet death 
and pages linked to the Ugandan : or extreme misfortunes such that they 
government's MfliiStry ofInforma- : can be mocked and taunted alive or 

tion and Communications Technolo-, : posthUmously. 
gyalleging'''coordinated inauthentic : ,~one ofIrrf occasional1V talk show 

. _ behaviour", SIlch.as using fake.and do- l aPpearances, a young panelist off cam­
, plicate accounts to tmpersonate users, : era intimated that the reason they cel­
comment on .c0ntent, and artificially ) ebrate our misfortunes is because 
b'post thepoPularltY ofposts dUringtfle ! we ~ontinue flaunting a government 

to discuss'President Musevenrs stand 
on Ugandan media, albeit from a per­
sonal understanding, despite sturn­

on their livestream initially unin-

pressed how hard it is ~o host govern­
ment personnel for anything, with 
many expressing that whenever they 
intend to offer government the oppor-

, Kwikiriza, who has accepted dialogue . departmental heads 
, with different government offidaB.and : go unanswered for days, weeks and 
: :me to rectify some issues. ~- : even months. _-
: .From the sidelines of1V appearanc- This has ' been the rulirig Nation­
: E:S,severaljournalists gather with quick : al Resistance Movement (NltM) par­
:' questions that require direct answers : ty plague; the inability to be available 
! .pr issues that need clarification; some- : swiftly, to'respond to several tmngs on 
t times, we simply discuss any topics to : , social media, to absence ofiniJrmation -==--
1 enlighten each 'other. You cannot im- j misocialmedia,le4vingthe-P<>i:rulation 
: ~howmuchfa1seinfonnationison : to shape then-own opinionS-through 
: its fast reet,out'there, and all it requires : Opposition agenda, the abSence of 

-~pn!SidentiakampaigGS. , +-W~ has~en-the wGl'Sfeve:mh~ 
: isinteractionandcandidconversations. t 'government officials an<i+~uni­

,.--.-=-'I~_II!.-l'*'fI.~flIiI ·-~~-j_'_,-'-'!-lII.e;,sooWS_thatmany of-OOr-y(}ung~Ol'S-ID-~~-to 
peopleinmediaandsocialmediahave ; fraternise with the indust:rlsb that 'Among accounts-that were remoyed : uwn their liVes and the country at 

byMetawasoneofmylongternifriend : large; he mentioned pathetic levels 
and comrade Duncan·Abigaba, whose : of unemployment, wanton violation 
misfortunes as a digital freedom fight- : of hwnan rights, and dilapidation of 
er have ensured he is less appreciated : 'every aspect of infrastructure and ad­
than revered by the current crop of key- : ministration. 
board warriors operating from every : People many times need specta­
nook and cranny. : cles when their eyesight is vanishing 

The likes of Abigaba and other : as in this very' case, but even then you 
well-meaning pro-government gentle-- : need to make the correct diagnosis so 
men and ladies were 'operating with : that you obtain the correct lens range, 
me in the sOcial media war wne, and : or whether to reduce the lighting. The 
managed to go toe-toe with the obscu- : achievements of this government are 
rantism and ill-meaning Opposition : in glaring lights! 
propaganda during the campaign pe- : 'Q1e self-proclaimed Uganda Twitter 
nod. Unfortunately, even in ajust war, : (X)- President Nova Gideon Kwikiriza 
good people can be extinguished. Mr : has been hammering a 'point' home, 
Abigaba and several others left us to de- : stating that the officials in government 
code the memoirs offight with Opposi- : at all levels have lost touch with the 
tion until Facebookwas officially closed : population, particularly the youth. Mr 
here. : Kwikiriza and his group of social me-

The 2021 elections came with a group : di3. warriors rely on mostly volunteered 
of youth who were uninterested in ~e- : unverified content as well as govern­
bate, cared less about facts, overstatect : ment laxity to combat.certain topics 
their intellect, overrated their imp or- : both in enemy media and anti-govern­
tance, devoid of shame and decorum : ment profiles, to carry this poisoned 
that they rain on you all tribes of insultS : gospel forward. 
and threats and won't care whether : I can argue for the fact that in many 
you are the Prime Minister, the Speak- : cases they are right, because there is a 
er of Parliament or anyone above those : huge absence of government officials 
two. : clatifying many things floating around 

Shortly after the death of Gen Elly : social media, which eventually m¥e 
'Tumwine, PresideneMuseveniposteCi t thelrwayinto the-mainstream-media; 
a message on social media castigating : unverified and unresponded to. 
the crass behaviour by certain overzeal- : Mr Godwin Toko, who has devoted 
ous anti-government elements who : his entire social media life to critiquing 

media and youth intO 
the fold, its officials 
should bring the 
engagement to them, 
they should respond 

promptly, they should be the first 
always with the infonnation, they 
should operate in a digital first 
strategy where they set the agen­
da, and not chase the agenda. The' 
government shoul(l ensure availa­
bility of personnel not to copy and 
paste replies of each other, but 
to engage with information and 
knowledge." 
- Mr Nelson Swire, the author. 

the general wiJ.l.ingD.ess to interact with : there is opportunity for faii comment 
the right information; they just don't :' And there is the disease of not-picking 

; have it,andno one seems willing to pro- : phone calls, which is the p~rem With 
: vide it The gap keeps getting wider and :' almost everyonein'govermnentinclud-
: wider, and that explains the reporting : ing those holding vital commun:ication 

on the government and its activities. : offices. 
Last month, at the requiem mass of : Little wonder that Gen Muhoozi Ka­

Next Media journalist Julius Kitone : inerugaba, the chief of defence forces -
held at Omuka Restaurant in Naguru,- : (CDF), said the NRM is reactive.rather 

, , while Opposition sent 11 leaders to at- : than proactive. , 
: tend and commiserate with the jour- : If the NRM-led government is meant 
: nalism fraternity, only about two of us : to bring back the media and youth in­
: were available from the government ; to the fold, its officials should bring the 
, side. ; engagement to them, they should re-~ , 

The National Unity Platform (NUP) : spond promptly, they should be the 
alone, sent seven members led by MPs- : first always with the information, they 
elect George Musisi, zambaali Muka- : should operate in a digital first strate­

everything related to the government, : sa, and Kampala Lord Mayor-elect Ron- : gy where they set the agenda, and not ' 
togetherwithrusgroupofAGORAhost : aldBalimwew.TheAllianceforNation- : chase the agenda. The government 
several live streams on X, and while the : al Transformation (ANT) was also ably , should ensure availability of person­
livestreamsattractalitanyoflike-mind- : represented by its secretary general, nelnottocopyandpasterepliesofeach 
ed chaPJ, they' have failed to obtain : Ms Alice Alaso, and all of these people other, but to engage with information 
even a handful of pro-government peo- : spoke. and knowledge. . 
pIe willing to take the hot seat and clari- : The government was spared blushes There are now more than 12 million ~ 
fy government's position. : when State minister for Information, : Ugandans across three social media 

AGORA now ciaims that 'many of : Communication Technology and Na- : platforms (Whatsapp,X and 'IftTok), 70 
their live streams,in which they expect : tional Guidance (National Guidance) : percent of these are 411 years and below 
a government expert or communica- ; Kabyanga Baluku organised transport : and leaving them unengaged will not 
tor,have all failed to kick oft: while those : for media practitioners and sent a mes- : only cause persistent headache for the 
where they call the Opposition officials : sage to the fumily in Rakai. • NRM government, but will cause even 
and propagandists have been enjoya- : However, the situation was symbol- : worse coverage problems in general 
blelbatthey-even go overthe stipulatc . ic ofthe distance between ~ent .- media - - ~ - - .- ~ -- -
ed time. and media, but that is not an isolated 

I must also argue for Mr Toko and event. 
group, they provided me ample time Several media personnel have ex-

: The writer is the online editor for' 
: State House Uganda. 
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BY HAROLD JAMES 

PRINCETON. War is always a gam­
ble. That is true even when leaders 
call it something else,like"special mil­
itary operation" (Russian President 
Vladimir Putin's evasive name for his 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine) or "ex­
cursion"(US PresidentDonald Trump's 
preferred term for his attack on-Iran). 

Of course, high stakes gambles do 
sometimes payoff. The US-Israeli at­
tack on Iran may yet produce a radical 
change in that country's politics,allow- . 
ingfor a more tolerant regime that will 
open thecoun~engineeraneconom­
ic miracle, cle!U' the landmines, and 

, supply the world ~th oil. If this came 
to pass, Trump would look brilliant, or 
at least liKe a high-stakes gambler who 
had pulled off the big one. 
'As the excursion drags on, howev­

er, memories of past failed gambles 
will start to stand out, offering de­
pressing precedents for the current 
crisis of American power. For exam-

~tle • 

Donald Trump's Suez moment 
pIe, one might pOint to the drama of 
1914, when the leaders of crumbling 
imperial ~ in Russia and Aus­
tria thought they could stabilise things 
with a "short'victorious little war" (at 
least they called it what it was). But 
two more recent experiences are even 
more striking and relevant: those of 
Britain and France in Egypt in 1956, 
andPutin's own blunder in 2022. 

The first began on October 29, 1956, 
when Israel launched an attack on the 
Sinai Peninsula to break an Egyptian 
blockade of the Straits ofTiran and the 
Gulf of Aqaba Two days later, without 
consulting the United States, Britain 
and France entered thefraywitb"Oper­
ation MusketeeI;"which aimed to seize 
the Suez Canal, a globally critical ship­
ping route,fiom Egyptian controLBrit­
ish and Frenchleaders wanted nothing 
less than to overthrow Egyptian Pres-

u " _'Ii ""YJ"J 1 , 'uu ,'{ "".) .VUL.l JO.u,. _ 

ident Gamal Abdel Nasser, believing 
that the US would appreciate the oper­

. ation's logic and boldness.As they saw 
it,successwould restore their countries' 
global preeminence. 

But the attack failed, and the canal 
remained closed for six months.·Brit­
ish and French politiCs were left deeply 
polarised, and both countries' leaders 
were discredited. US President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower and US Secretary of 
State John Foster Dulles were furious, 
not least because the Suez operation 
distracted attention from what they 
saw as the main global challenge: Sovi­
et imperialism, which was on full dis­
play when tanks stormed into Hunga­
ryfour days later to crush a movement 
for democratic reform Indeed, the'Brit­
ish-French Suez gambit may well have 
convinced Soviet leader NikitaKbrush­
chevto launch his own. 

The political fallout from the Suez 
crisis included a 'financial panic that 
forced the British to seek assistance 
from the International Monetary 
Fund, which had been largely somno­
lent until then. Ultima~ both Britain 
and France would have to open their 
exchange-rate systems, limit their cur­
rency controls,and move to current-ac­
countconvertIbili~endingrestrictions 
on trade payments.In other words, the 
two big western European countries 
were both obliged to liberalize under 
the watchful eye of a US-dominated in-
ternational institution. . 

The British-French Suez blunder at 
, least was mercifully brief; it humiliat­
ed both countries and shattered their 
international ambitions.Putin's oper­
ation, by contrast, has dragged on for 
years. Whether the massive number of 
casualties -1.2 million, with perhaps . 

, ~ , 

a half-million dead - will impel Rus­
sia to cast offits imperial pretensions 
remains impossible to predict. Many 
Russians will see a failure to subdue 
Ukraine as a betrayal of the dead. 

In any case, the US is beginning to 
confront its own predicament in the 
Middle East. 

The longer-term fallout may look 
like the Suez story in reverse: a humil­
iation,followed by a reconsideration 
of policy, and a new commitment to 
thinking about how economic open- , 
ness can be restored. Like Britain and 
France after 1956, and like Russia to­
day, the US won't be able to resolve a 
crisis it created on its own. 

Mr Harold James, Professor of 
History and International Affairs 
at Princeton University, is'the 
author, most recently, of Seven 
Crashes: The Economic Cri-
ses That Shaped Globalisation 
(Yale University Press, 2023).. 
Project Syndicate, 2026. 
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