
12 NATIONAL N~S 
Thursday, March 26, 2026 

I.AI~ 
C ~ URT ". I IU'" 

( 

BUMBA PLEADED GUILTY THROUGH A PLEA BARGAIN AGREEMENT 

1A 45-year-old ditional healer has 
~ sentenred to eight years in jail 
jifterpl d"ing guilty to aggravated 

efiieprent under a plea bargain. 
ban Bumba, a resident of 

I akabusolo village in the Bugiri 
district, told Iganga High Court 
that he was aware of an aggravated 
defilement case, where he defiled 
Sandra Alinza, a 16-year-old girl he 
was entrusted to treat. 

This was after Iganga resident judge 
David Batema read to him a plea 
bargain agreement he had earlier 
signed in exchange for a lighter 
sentence. 
'"The \Jlea"agreement you signed, 

pleading guilty to the charge of 
aggravated defilement, was out of 
your own free will and voluntary. 
You offered to plead guilty in 
exchange for a lighter sentence. I take 
it that your lawyer explained to you 
the consequences of surrendering 
your rights under a plea bargain 
agreement. You are convicted at your 
own guilty plea and sentenced to 
eight years in prison, " Batema held. 

Bumba was among the 99 inmates 
who pleaded guilty to their offences 
in a ' plea bargain session held at 
Kirinya Prisons in Jinja recently. A 
plea bargain is a process that allows 
an accused person to' plead guilty 
in exchange for a lighter sentence 
subject to approval by the court. 

The victim's evidence adduced 
in court implicated the accused for 
sexually assaulting the her. The 
victim had turned to Bumba's shrine 
seeking a remedy, more SO" ritual 
cleansing, only tq be sexually abused 
at the hands of the traditional healer. 

Batema noted that: "Bumba was a 
traditional healer meant to save the 
life of his patient. The victim was 
under the care of the accused, but 
he instead took adyantage of her 
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WITCH DOCTOR GETS 8 YEARS 
. . 

·IN JAIL FOR DEFILING PATIENT 

. The High Court in Iganga. The court sentenced Sumba to eight years 
in jail over aggravated defilement. Inset is Justice Satema 

problem to defile her." 
!3efore passing judgement, the 

judge considered the fact that the 
accused pleaded guilty to the offence, 
he was a first offender with no 
previous criminal record. Noting that 
the accused was HIV positive, but the 
victim did not acquire HIV during 
intercourse. 

Batema said: "It is, however, so 
disturbing that the accused chose to 
defile the girl he was entrusted to 
treat. Aggravated defilement carries 
a maximum sentence of death upon 
conviction, but court finds that the 
accused voluntarily agreed to plead 
guilty with an understanding of the 
nature and consequences thereof and 
there is a factual basis for the plea." 

~ 

"I sentence the accused to eight 
years' imprisonment. I deduct the 
period you have spent on remand of 
one year and nine months. He shall 
serve the balance of six years and 
three months at Kirinya ' Prison in 
Jinja, Ba~ma noted. 

"I have explained to the accused 
that the prosecution has provided me 
with all information and evidence and 
I know of no reason that the accused 
should not plead to this charge," 
David Kyozira, the defence lawyer, 
said. 

PROSECUTION CASE 
The Prosecution, led by Jonathan 
Tumushime, revealed that on April 
3 and 4, 2024, Bumba, a traditional 

The accused pleaded 
guilty to the charge­
of aggravated 
defilement. 

healer and resident of Isakabusolo 
village, Bulidha sub-county in 
Bugiri, performed a sexual act with a 
16-year-old minor. 

While reSiding with her maternal 
aunt Sharnim Namulondo at Busanzi 
cell within Bugiri, on April 31, 2024, 
at 0800 hours, the victim went to the 
accused's home seeking a remedy or 
ritual cleansing for evil spirits that 
sexually assaulted her at night. 

The victim approached the accused ; 
with the intention of establishing . 
the cause of the problem and 
thereafter finding a lasting solution 
to send away the evil spirits. Bumba 
demanded sh52,000 as a consultation 
fee to appease the spirits, which she 
obliged to. 

The prosecution learned that when 
the accused saw the victim with the 

balance of sh4,000 meant for transport 
back home, he asked her to hand 
over all the money in her possession, 
leaving her empty-handed. 

Later in the evening, Bumba 
instructed the victim not to leave the 
shrine unless the spirits ordered her 
to go, which she heeded to. 

On the fateful days of on April 3 
and 4, 2024, the accused referred 
the victim to a small grass-thatched 
house under the pretext of cleansing 
her. Bumba undressed the victim 
before giving her herbs to apply on 
her vagina while the accused smeared 
it on his penis. 

The accused assaulted the victim 
for two nights until April 5, when 
she declined and asked Bumba to 
allow her to go back home, but the 
witch doctor instructed her to wait for 
orders from the spirits. 

Prosecution heard that the victim 
approached Mugaga Muto, the witch 
doctor's attendant and reported to him 
the sexual assaults she had suffered at 
the hands of the accused. Muto took 
the victim to Adam Funga's home, 
where she spent the night. 

The next day, Funga referred the 
victim to the chairperson responsible 
for traditional healers in the area, 
identified as Issa Kakaire, to whom 
she reported her ordeal. Kakaire 
referred her to Muterere Police 
Station, where a defilement case was 
filed against Bumba. 

She was taken to Muterere Health 
Centre III, where the medical officer, 
Caroline Kisakye, examined her and 
confirmed she had been defiled, 
though not infected with HIV. Bumba 
had been enrolled on a treatment 
regimen for HIV two years earlier. 

The medical officer .recommended 
that the victim be initiated on post­
exposure prophylaxis, an emergency, 
28-day course of antiviral medication 
taken to prevent HIV infection after a 
potential exposure. 
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ST. KATHERINE SECONDARY SCHOOL Chief Justice directs judicial officers on mediation 
P.O BOX 255, URA (+256 776529675) Email: ~ ... iess@!J .. ai .rom 

INVITATION TO BID UNDER OPEN DOMESTIC BIDDING (ODB) PARTIAL 
CONSTRUCTION OF STOREYED STUDENT DORMITORY 

Procurement Reference Number: SKSSIWRKS/2025-2026/00004 

1. The Boatd of Govemors (BOG) and Sl Katheri1e Seconda'y Sdx>oI' Old 
mts' Association (SKOGA) have .- funds to be used for the Partial 
Constructioo I'lol1< of a Storeyed-s1udents' dormitory. 

2. _ The school therefore invites sealed tids from eligible _ for the provision 
of the above oOO<s. 

3. Bidcfmg will be conducted " acconIance with the Open Domestic Bidding 
method contained " the go'll!fMleOt of Uganda's Pub'.., Procurement and 
Disposal of I'IJbiic Assets 1v::12003. 

4. Interested eligib;e _ may obtain further "formation and inspect the 
bidding documents at Sl Katherine Secoodary school websitl!: m~1IlL 
0< at the p!1ysica1 address given beIcw il No. 8(0) from 6. OIla.m to 5: OOp.m 
Monday to Frijay. 

5. A oompIete set of Bidding Documents " English may be purchased by in­
terested bidders on the submission of a writte<1 application to the address 
below at 8(b; and upon payment of a flOIHe!uOOallie fee of UGXo 200,OOO 10 
Stanbi: BanI< Ura Blanch f>JC No. 003000352619111 the name of Sl Kather­
ine Secoodal)' school and thereafter get a receipt from the School Bursar, 

6. Bils must be delivered to the address below at 6(c) at 0< before 11:00 am. 
on 0< before 17'" APRIl., 2026 at 1:00 a,m. r.J bids mustiJe ~ 
by a tid security of UGx. 2,000,000 Bid seruitJes are valid II1Ii 17" July, 
2026. Late tids shalt be rejected. Bids w~ be opened in the presence of the 
bidders· r~tives who choose to attend at the address below at 8(d) at 
11 :15'.m, on 24"' APRtl., 2026, 

7. There shalt be a pre - bid meeting and site,;sit at the schoot at g:eo.,,;, on 
the detes indK:ated .. the proposed schedUles " this notice. 

8 (a) 

(b) 

(e) 

(d) 

Documents may be inspected at Sl Katherine Secoodal)' 
Sdx>oI, i'rpaJrement and disposal un~ (PDU Unit) 

Documents wi! be issued: Sl Katherine secoodary school, 
PDUUnit 

Bids must be detivered to: St. Katherine Secoodal)' school, 
PDUUnit 

Address of Bid ope""Ig: 51. Kathetine Secondary Sdx>oI, 
PDUUnit 

9. The planned procurement schedule (subject to changes) ~ as follows: 

Id. Bid ope<W!g 

IWednesday 1710412026 at 11 'OIlam i 
IWednesday 1710412026 at 11:15am i 
HWt~in OJ ""'*'>g days from b«1 i 
i'*'-sinQ date) ! 

I(AI!er expiry of at feast lhMilg 
I days f100l display 01 the best evafu. 
!ated bidder noIice and appro"~.) . 
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HEADTEACHER I ACCOUNTING OFFICER 

Ie 

ustice, Dr Flavian 
directed judicial 

across the country 
'ck-start court ' sessions 
sensitising the litigants 

about the benefits of resolving 
their disputes through 
alternative dispute resolution 
(ADR) mechanisms, such as 
mediation and negotiation as 
compared to the adversarial 
justice system. 

Zeija issued the directive 
while opening a one-day 
training on civil trial procedure 
for the judicial officers stationed 
in northern Uganda at the 
Court of Appeal conference 
hall in Kampala on Tuesday_ 

"As judiCial officers, we must 
have a mediation mindset I 
know ' you are too trained to 
be litigious. However, we must 
embrace ADR mechanisms. 

-----~---

cording to the 2025 
udiciary National Court 

Case Census report. the 
Judiciary is grappling 
with more than 167.353 
cases. with over 46.00.0' 
cases categorised as 
backlog. 

Therefore, before you start 
any court session, preach the 
gospel of ADR to the people," 

Zeija said. 
Underscoring the importance 

of ADR, Zeija said. it is the only 
way the Judiciary will overcome 
case backlog. 

ADR mechanisms are not 
only less formal and cheaper, 
but also lead to quicker 
resolution of disputes. 

"ADR is no longer just a 
suggestion, it is integrated into 
the core case management 
cycle, Therefore, as judicial 
officers, you must screen cases 
at the earliest stage to identify 
those suitable for diversion to 
mediation," he said. 

Zeija said judicial officers' 
must encourage the parties to 
reach settlements before fixing 
their cases for hearing. 

Unpacking the Civil 
Procedure (Amendment) Rules 
of 2019, Zeija said it was meant ~ 
to simplify anq expedite the 
court proceedings. 


