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SoccerS~AcadeEDY 
rebuilds for era 
Community. Parents, 
who have long support­
ed the academy infor­
mally, are now being 
called to play formal 
roles~ But compliance 
remains a·clraUenge . . 
Some athletes' were 
released last year. 

BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 

I
n Kisenyi, one of Kampala's 
most densely populated infor­
mal settlements, Soccer Stars Acad­
emy has long been more than a foot­

ball team. It has been a refuge, a talent 
pipeline, and a symbol of hope, all driv­
en by its founder, youth coac.h Isaac 
Ogogo. 

For years, Ogogo doubled as coach, 
administrator, financier, and commu­
nity mohiliser, keeping the academy 
alive and nurturing taw talent from 
the streets into organised footballLike 
many community-based academies, 
Soccer Stars relied heavily on individ­
ual effort. The academy trains more 
than 70 children. 
. Soccer Stars is ranked in Grade Three 
among the 85 academies recently cat­
egorised by the Federation of Uganda 
Football Associations (Fufa). Of the 85, 
13 were approved in Grade Two, 10 in 
Grade Three,32 as Schools of Football, 
10 received provisional certificates, 
and 20 remain under review. .r 

The grading is based on infrastruc­
ture, technical capacity, governance, 
and safeguarding standards. Grade 
Two academies meet high standards 
and are recommended for licensing, 
Grade Three academies meet mini-

. Grade TWO: 13 academies - high 
standards; recommended for 
licensing 
Grade Three: 10 academies -
minimum standards, improvements 
needed 

Schools of Football: 32 academies 
- focus on youth development 

~ cer1fficate: 10 
academies - pending compliance 
Under review: 20 academies - still 
assessed for certification 

NextR~WHldow 
Opens: 1 July 2026 . 
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mum requirements but need improve­
ments, while Schools of Football often 
focus on youth development without 
full compliance. Soccer Stars remains 
under review, with governance identi­
fied as a key pillar in its path to certi­
fication. 

Fufa will issue certificates to compli­
ant academies and recommend them 
for licensing by the National Council 
of Sports (NCS). The next registration 
window opens on July 1,2026. 

"Btjefcase" days are over 
"We can no longer survive as a brief-

case academy. , , 
"We need to st:reamlihe our activities 

in tenns of governance and resourCe 
mobilisation,"Ogogo admits,reflecting 
on when the academy relied almost 
entirely on him. 

"Briefcase academy,"refers to setups 
run almost single-handedly, with all 
operations figuratively carried in one 
person's bag. While such models sus­
tained grassroots football for years, 
they fall short of Fufa's new demands 

.,for leadership, accountability, and 
planning. . 

Soccer Stars has already started con­
crete changes. An executive committee 
has been established, pledging to im­
prove training, governance and finan- . 
cial mobilisation. 

Key roles are being formalised, with 
CEO Isaac Kigozi steering strategic di­
rection . 

"We need to focus on commercialis­
ing football to be able to get where we 
want to achieve," Kigozi says. "Talent 
alone is not enough anymore. We must 
build a system that can·attract partner­
ships, sponsorships, and create value 
around what we do." 

The changes are already felt on the 
pitch. Kitara left back Sadiq Ssekyem­
be says,"I never got a chance to play in 
a structured academy but coach Isaac 
worked tirelessly to see that I progress. 

With proper training schedules and 
clear pathways to higher competitions, 
I think more players will come through 
the academy." 

Soccer Stars also'boast of futsal sen­
sation Ian Tugume (Mengo City) and 
hot prospect Abdulrazak Iradukunda, 
a midfielderwith Greenlight Nansana 
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USSSA Mukono on the spot after disputed rulings 
BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 

. KAMPALA. Tension is mounting 
in Mukono District after controver­
sial disciplinary decisions marred the 
Uganda Secondary Schools Sports As­
sociation (USSSA) football qualifiers 
held over the weekend. 

Eight teams, Latifah Mixed, Merry­
hill, Kasana Vocational, Central Col­
lege Kabimbiri, Dynamic, Seroma, Mu­
kono Kings and Narnilyango College, 
sealed places in the quarter-finals, au­
tomatically progressing to the region- . 
al play-offs where three teams will 
represent the district. In the nation­
al finals in Lira. However, the compe­
tition was tJu:own into disarray two 
days later following a series of rulings 
on ineligible players that have left sev­
eral schools questioning the integri-

TEAMS 

Qualified teams: Latifah Mixed, Mer­
ryhill, Kasana Voc., Central College 
Kabimbiri, Dynamic, Sercima, Mukono 
Kings, Namilyango College 

ty of the process. Mount St Henry's, 
who had topped their group with six 
points, were disqualified after it was 
established that they fielded four in­
eligible players under questiona­
ble iq.entities. David Tumwine;now 
an S6 student, reportedly featured in 
last year's U-16 competition under 
the name Jeremiah Tumwine, while 
his index number corresponds to Ian 
Kasedde (born May 4,2005). 

Edrine Mufumbiro, who was regis­
tered as an S2 student born in 2008 
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and Mount 
StHenry's 
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last year, is J.4lked to the same index 
number used this year under the 
name Imran Kalulu, a Senior Four stu­
dent. Another player, Edrine Were, 
is listed under an index number be­
longing to Imran Nsobya, while Solo­
mon Kakuuto reportedly featured last 
year as Elshad Ssemakula Mukuba Vi­
sion for Africa were also eliminated 
after it emerged that Banaalya Raph­
ael Nkajja, a Senior One student aged 
14, had conflicting age records. His in­
dex number indicates a birth year of 

2012, while the schoofs Games teacher ' 
maintained he was born in 2010. 

Seroma Girls were also petitioned by 
Latifah Mixed over two players with 
inconsistent identities. Mariam Mu­
kose reportedly used the same pass­
port photograph under different 
names and dates of birth - one re­
cord showing she was born July 20, 
2009, while another linked her to Bu­
soga QUeens under the name Mariam 
Namukobe (born December 8,2002). 

Anita Namubiru, whose school re­
cords indicate a birth date of March 
7,2008, was also flagged for appear­
ing under the name Najat Namusabi 
while playing for Kangulumira, with 
differing details. The disciplinary-com­
mittee, chaired by Hilton head teach­
er Gordon Katimbo, ruled that only 
matches involving petitioning teams 
would be affected in tenns of points 
deduction. Critics argue that the rul' 
ing contradicts Article 6.6 (b) of the 
2026 USSSA competition rules, which 
states that anyteatnfielding anineligi­
ble player should be disqualified and 
banned for a minimum of two years. 
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North Green 
students relish­
indoor rowing 
competition 
BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

KAMPALA. Last week, 18 students 
from The North Green School (TNGS) 
recorded debut performances in in­
door rowing at Elite Swim & Gym, 
Ntinda 

TNGS and Uganda Rowing arerun­
ning a talent identification pilot -
dubbed "From Classrooms to Oars" 
which forms part of a broader na­
tional pathway project titled "Grass­
roots to Podium: Building Uganda's 
Inclusive Talent Identification Path­
way for Rowing.~ Two weeks earlier, 
30 students from the school had gone 
through some screening tests and ob­
served a live demonstration of indoor 
rowing by national team rower Eli-
jah Namunyu.Last week on Wednes­
day, they had their own crack at the 
ergometers in a competitive environ-
ment as they tried to beat the 150m _ 
distance in the shortest time possible. 

Upbeat 
Mathew Ssengendo, rowing in Heat 

2, finished first in 28.4 seconds mar­
ginally ahead of Nathan Nsereko who 
clocked 29.9 from the first heat 

"It is a fun experience to open up to 
a new sport, " Nsereko, a Year 11 stu­
dent,said as he kept probing for more 
chances to take down his time. 

Eijezer Nsiima Adoko and Christian 
Nsimbi were third and fourth in 30.5 
and 30.7 seconds respectively. r 

Amy KaytaMwesigwa competed in 
the last heat but impressively clcled 
31.3 not just to finish 5th overall but 
to also beat male counterpart Adam 
Idusso (35.0), who slid offhis seat and 
ended up losing a few seconds to fin­
ish 14th overall. 

"I am happy and pleasantly sur­
prised with my performance.But I am 
mostly excited about how training on 
the ergometer has helped my swim­
ming in a very short time. 

"Even my friends are tellitlg me,l am 
stronger in the water and I can feel it 
in my arms," Mwesigwa, a Year 10 fe­

. malestudent,said. 
The school's deputy dean of sports 

Joseph Mashereka Ntanzi preached 
commitment to his students who 
might be interested in taking on the 
niche sport. "When you decide to take 
on this (sport), we need your undivid­
ed attention in the time you are allo­
cated, You can never know wnat op­
portunities it comes with but they 
need to find you ready and dedicat­
ed, " Ntanzi said. 

Meanwhile, for Uganda Rowing 
which was represented by nation­
al coach and generiU secretary Baten­
ga Nakisozi, coach Abubaker Mayan­
ja,national umpire James Nnusu,and 
athlete Elijah Namunyu, the focus is 
on building the right technique and 
databases for athletes. 

"Eventually, we want to get you on 
the water. But we want to build the 
right technique from here. If you get 
the technique right then you do not 
lean back or fall ofi'your seat and the 
times automatically go down," Na­
kisozi said. 
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