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Mao come clean 
on speakership 

PROF. MORRIS OGENGA-LATiGO 

TO risk should not 
depend on where 
. we are born J 

ALEMNEWDAGNEW MD· 

jlJ
er some silence 

following tough barbs on 
the matter ofthe next 
Speaker of Uganda's 

arliament, including DP 
President Nobert Mao describing as 
"accidental Speaker" the March 2022 

election of Rt. Hon. Anita Among as 
Speaker following the sad demise of 
Speaker Jacob Oulanyah, attention is 
again back on my brother Nobert Mao, 

• with Gerald Siranda, DP Secretary 
General and EALA member, declaring 
support for Speaker Among with "She 
is my Mother!" 

Before Mao and hill sapporters 
respond, my advice is simple: ''You are 
a lawyer, legislator, cabinet minister 
and D P Party leader; by what our 
Spefrership and its history under the 
1995 Constitution are, your objective 
approach should be quiet engagement. 
.Let us consider these four facts. 

On election of the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker, Article 8 (2 and 3) 
of our constitution provide simply 
that: (2) "The Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker shall be elected by Members of 
Parliament from among their number"; 
and (3) "A person shall not be qualified 
to be elected a Speaker or Deputy 
Speaker ifhe or she is a Vice President 
or a Minister." These provisions were 
deliberately made simple to shield 
the Speakership from politics and 
partisanship because, as the presiding 
officer in a multiparty House, the 
Speaker must embody and exercise 
impartiality and strictly uphold the 
provisions of our constitution and laws. 
As such, engaging in raw politics and 

I
n many high-income counoies, even 
a small number of tuberculosis (TB) 
diagnoses can generate headlines 
and prompt a rapid public health 
response. Recent situations in U.S. 

cities such as Seattle and San Francisco 
illustrate this, where media coverage lu!fl 
focused on the number of children being 
tested after TB disease was identified in a 
school 

In sub-Saharan Africa, 
these situations are viewed through a 
different lens. While some regions 
experience relatively low levels ofTB di.seal>e, 
others face substantial challenges.. Several 
countries in East and S9uthem Africa­
including Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda, ~ 
and South Africa--remain among the high 
TB-burden settings globally, with significant 
variation in drug-resistant TB across and 
within counoies. 

In many of these settings, sustained 
transmission places continuous demands 
on health systems, requiring responses . 
focused on large-scale, ongoing disease 
control rather than isolated events. An 
estimated 10.7 million people globally fell 
ill with TB in 2024, and the disease killed 

_ 1.23 million, more than any other infectious 
• disease. It is the leading killer of people 

living with HIV, and a major cause of deaths 
related to drug resistance. TB is a known risk 
in many parts of the world, yet in the U.S. it 
is relatively rare and is often perceived by the 
public as a disease of the past 

Our risk of exposure should not depend 
on something as haphazard as where we are 
born:. 

This is the imperative that informs my 
work as a scientist endeavouring to develop a 
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free talk in the name of seeking the 
Speakership is wrong and unwarranted. 

Secondly, by Commonwealth 
tradition and practice, the majority 
party or one in majority alliance forms 
the next government and/or provides 
the next Speaker and hisfher Deputy. In 
Uganda now, whether as DP Leader or 
as a tiny part of an alliance with NRM, 
for which he is serving as minister, 
Nobert Mao has no locus, objective 
reason or right to make noise in the 
name of seeking the Speakership of 
our 12th parliament. The prerogative 
lies with the President and his NRM 
Party with whom Mao should engage 
privately and quietly. 

Thirdly, by precedence established 
from the illustrious CA Chair and first 
Speaker under the 1995 Constitution, 
James Wapakhabulo, the speakers 
of our Parliament, except for Jacob 
Oulanyah, have served two Terms of 
their tenure - Edward Ssekandi 2001-

2006 and 2006-2011 and Rebecca A. 
Kadaga 2011-2016 and 2016- 2021. Of 
course, two attempts were made to 
subvert this established tradition. 

In May 2016, Jacob Oulanyah, who 
was deputy Speaker in the first tenure 
of Rebecca Kadaga as Speaker, declared 
his intention to contest against Rebecca 
Kadaga, triggering a huge uproar. On 
the NBS television show, Morning 
Breeze, Simon Kagwa Njala, the 
moderator, asked me to react to this 
. challenge. My simple response was: 
"President Museveni talks with even 
hil worst enemies, why doesn't he put 
the two down and allow Kadaga to 
serve her second and last term?" 

l' 
Those in the 
NRMlAlliance 
who think they 
have good rea­
sons to oppose 
the continued 
Speakership 
ofAAAshould 
either bring out 
the issues they 
have against 
herorwan 
and table their 
objections the 
day Anita Among 
is nominated 
Speaker ofthe 
12th Parliament 

vaccine for TB. We want to bring locations with a high 
burden of either drug-resistant or drug-sensitive TB to 
a point resemblingtbat of San Francisco or Seattle­
where the disease is so rare that even a small number 
of diagnoses is an exceptional event. 

TB is often described as a disease strongly associated 
with poverty. Transmission is facilitated in settings 
with poor ventilation and close contact, such as 
underground mines, crowded workplaces, and densely 
populated urban settlements. Undemuoition­
commonly linked to poverty-weakens immune 
defenses and increases the risk of developing TB 
disease. The illness can also place a heavy financial 
burden on households when the primary wage earner 
beco.mes sick, further compounding economic 
hardship and vulnerability. 

Ethiopia is a high TB-burden country, and I 
witnessed the impact of the disease firsthand while 
living in the community and through my work as a 
physician and researcher there. I saw how TB affects 
families and communities, and it struck me g.eeply as 
the disease devastated many lives around me. This 
perspective has motivated me throughout my career. 
The only current TB vaccine, the BCG vaccine, is 
an important but imperfect hundred-year -old tool. 
A review of studies on BCG concluded that while it 
provides protection to young children from severe 
forms ofTB, it provides limited protection against 
pulmonary TB in adolescents qr adults. 

Adolescents and adults bear the greatest burden 
of pulmonary TB and are the primary drivers of 
transmission. Preventing TB in these age groups 
could therefore help protect people of all ages. 
Widespread use of an effective TB vaccine could 
also conoibute to reducing drug-resistant TB. By 
lowering the incidence ofTB disease, it would reduce 
the need for antibiotic treatment - a critical step in 
curbing antimicrobial resistance. The World Health 
Organization estimates that over a 25-year time span, a 
vaccine with 50% efficacy for protecting adolescents 

Shortly after, media was awash with 
State House pictures of the President 
flanked by Kadaga and Oulanyah, 
where he announced that Rebecca 
Kadagawould stand as Speaker and 
Jacob Oulanyah as deputy Speaker. 
Unfortunately, in 2021, even after 
going through the above contest 
and knowing the two-term tenure of 
speakership, Rebecca Kadaga contested 
for speakership against Oulanyah and 
suffered a humiliating defeat. 

Lastly,1<t. Hon. Anita Among is 
currently serving her first tenure as 
the Speaker of Parliament, even if 
"accidental." By established tradition, 
therefore, Speaker Among is entitled to 
stand in May 2026 without contestation 
from within the NRM, and/or allies, 
unless the President and NRM decide 
otherwise. Those in the NRM/Alliance 
who think they have good reasons to 

. oppose the continued Speakership 
of AAA should either bring out the 
issues they have against her or wait 
and table their objections the day Anita 
Among is nominated Speaker ofthe 12~ 
Parliament. 

To my brother Nobert Mao; the 
strong Acholi culture teaches us that 
regardless of how favoured or.blindly 
ambitious a child is, out of respect and 
tradition, he/she will not audaciously 
sit on an elder's chair without 
consequences. It is your duty and 
honour to uphold established traditions 
and precedents. 

The writer was the leader of the 
opposition in the eighth parliament 
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and adults could save 8.5 million lives, 
prevent 76 million new TB cases and 
save $4I.5 billion for TB affected 
households. 

A new vaccine, if able to deliver on this 
goal, could be game changillg. But it will 
only have an impact if it is used by the 
people who would benefit most from 
it. The experience of the measles vaccine 
illustrates this point well. Introduced more 
than 60 years ago, its success has depended 
on sustained efforts to ensure widespread 
use. Today, measles outbreaks still make 
headlines, but they are small compared with 
the devastating epidemics seen before -
vaccination. Over the past 25 years alone, 
measles vaccination 4> estimated to have 
prevented about 59 million-deaths. 

The TB vaccine candidate that we at 
the Gates Medical Research Institute are 
evaluating is among several candidates 
currently in late phase clinical trials. 
There has never been a time when the TB 
vaccine pipeline haS shown such promise, 
bringing us closer than ever to improving 
the prospects for communities most 
affected by this disease: If one of these 
vaccine candidates proves to be effective, 
it will be essential for governments, global 
health organizations, and communities 
to work together to ensure that it reaches 
those who would benefit most. Broad 
and equitable access will be critical to 
redl,";ngthe global burden ofTB and 
moving closer to the goal of a world free 
ofTB . . 

Alemnew Dagnew, M.D., is the Head of 
Vaccines and Bfulogics Development at the 

Gates Medical Research Institute. 
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