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KCCA Ladies Volleyball Club 
. head.c;oach Edward Bwenje 
has eXpressed confidence 
ahead ofhis side's National 
Volleyball League final 
showdown against Vision 
Volleyball Club at the Lugogo 
Indoor Aren on Saturday. He 
insists that his learn is fully 
prepared for the title banle. 

Bwenje praised his players' 
commitment throughout the 
season, noting that while they 
acknowledge the threat posed 
by their opponents, their focus 
remains firmly on clinching 
the championshIp. 

"The players have put in 
the work all season. We 
respect Vision, but we' are 
determined, focused, and 
ready to compete strongly for 
the title," he said. The final 
will be contested in a best-of­
three format, with game one 
slated for Saturday, before 
game two on April 11 till 12 

F if a decider is required. KCCA 
booked their place in the 
finals in commanding fashion, 
sweeping past reigning 
champions Sport-S 3-0 in 
game two of the semifinals 
to seal the series anq.end the 
holders' title defence. 
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took center stage for nearly during our time and want to 
two decades. Now, former stu- ~ee it regain its former glory, 
dents are keen to reverse that i'Jst like rugby has big impact 
trend and re-establish cricket . un the school," he noted. 
as a key discipline. ny, UCA chairman Jackson tional cricket circuit, alongside Achelam, meanwhile, ex-

As part of the revival efforts, Kavuma expressed optimism institutions such as Busoga pressed enthusiasm about the 
the Old Boys on Tuesday about the development, noting College Mwiri, Nyakasura ilew role and the opportunity 
handed over a range of that Namilyango has the School, jinja Senior Secondary to mentor young players. 
equipment including bats, potential to become a force in School. and King's College "I am eager to get started. 
balls, stumps, and wickets to cricket once again. Budo, through consistent 'Chis is a great chance to pass 
support the program's restart. "We are excited to see crick- participation il1 competitions on skills and instill a passion 

They have also brought in et return to Namilyango. The like Cricket Week. for the game in these young 
national team wicket-keeper school is widely known for School headteacher Constan- r layers," he said. 
Fred Achelam as head coach, rugby, but we believe it can tine Mpuuga welcomed the He added that his focus will 
tasking him with nurturing also grow into a powerhouse initiative and pledged full sup- be on identifying and develop-
young talent and rebuilding a in cricket," Kavuma said. port from the administration. ing grassroots talent, with the 
competitive cricket structure at . He added that the long- "We are commined to giving hroader aim of strengthening 
the school. term goal is to reintegrate the our students opportunities to cricket both at the school and 
During the handover- ceremo- school into Uganqa's tradi- explore their talents. With the national level. 
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Uganaars women's chess team 
beading to tlle 2026 Olympiad 
qualifiers is targeting a 
stronger showing than their 
2022 campaign in Budapest, 
wnere they placed 91 st out of 
162 teams after recording five 
wins and six defeats. 

During that edition, Ukraine 
claimed the title, with 
Geotgia finishing second 
and hosts India senling for 
third. Uganda's squad then 
comprised Women Candidate 
Masters Milly Takali, Patricia' 
Kawuma, Shakira Ampaire, 
and Peninah Nakabo, 
alongside Woman FIDE 
Master Gloria Nansubuga. 
The team secured notable 
wins over Ethiopia, Bahrain, 
and Eswatini. 

For the upcoming Olympiad 
in Uzbekistan, the women's 
side features Woman 
International Master Sana 
Omprakash, WCMs 'Juliet 
Asaba, Shakira Ampaire, and 
Patrici! Kawuma, as well 
as non-titled player Olivier 
Asiirnwe all aiming to raise 
the country's standing. 

However, preparations risk 
being disrupted by financial 
constraints and limited 
training time, according 
to Uganda Chess Women 
Association president Sheba 

Naisanga. She emphasised 
that early and structured 
training had been a priority, 
ideally under a highly rated 
coach, but funding gaps have 
slowed progress. 

"We had hoped to 
begin preparations 
early with 
guidance from a 
top-level player, 
preferably a 
grandmaster, 
but financial 
limitations within " 
the federation 
have made that 
difficult," Naisanga 
noted. . 
The 

I 
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association is now seeking at 
least sh60m in sponsorship to 
support the team's build-up 
to the September event, with 
plans for intensive weekend 
training sessions running 

through August before 
linking up with the 
men's team. 

Naisanga explained 
that the funds 
would cater for 
administrative costs 
as well as player 
allowances during 

the preparation 
period. She added 

that while the 
men's 

team is also preparing, the 
women's side is determined 
to improve both competitively 
and in presentation, having 
previously earned recognition 
as the best-dressed team at ' 
the last Olympiad in India. 

Meanwhile, Uganda Chess 
Federation president Andrew 
Bakiza confirmed that a 
training program has already 
been drafted by national 
coach Mathias Ssonko. 
Training is expected to begin 
after the Easter holidays to 
allow players time to recover 
fTom recent competitions, 
!Dcluding the national . 
cbampionships and events in 
Kenya 

Ssonko revealed that the 
men's and women's teams 
will train separately, with the 
women set to use a private 
residence in Kisasi , while the 
men will base their sessions 
at Georgia Gardens in Lubya 

.. near Mengo. 
He added that 

\ impiementation of the 
program hinges on funding 
availability, with an 
estimated monthly budget 
of sh6 million required 
to cover accommodation, 
meals, and player 

allowances for weekend 
sessions. Coaches for both 
teams have already been . 
identified. 

National Basketball 
League, Men 
Jaguars 74 Flames 64 
Blazers 73 Saints 56 
Canons 81 Dolphins 52 
Women 
Jaguars 77 Eaglets 35 
Canons 66 T'hawks 55 
St'mers 59 Croes 54 
Today (Lugogo Arena) 
Women 
Canons v Jaguars 7pm 
Men 
Jaguars v Oilers 9pm 

JT Jaguars head coach Sudi 
Ulanga has called on his 
teams to step up as they 
prepare for a demanding 
National Basketball League 
double-header against 
City Oilers and UCU Lady 
Canons at Lugogo Arena on 
today. 

Ulanga acknowledged the 
magnitude of the task, with 
both opponents enjoying 
strong runs this season, but 
remains optimistic about his 
side's chances. 

"We are up against two 
quality teams, an unbeat­
en Oilers side and a very 
diSCiplined Lady Canons 
team but with teamwork 
and effort, we believe we 
can compete and get good 
results," he said. 
The women's side, Lady 

Jaguars, will kick .off the 
evening against UCU Lady 
Canons, who are yet to taste 
defeat after eight games. 

. Although Jaguars current: 
ly top the standings with 
eight wins in nine outings, 
ueu are close behind and 
could overtake them with a 
victory. UCU head into the 
clash in fine form following 
a 66-55 win over UPDP 
Lady Tomahawks, powered 
by standout performances 
from Christine Saima, Zoe 
Atek, and Maria Awidi. 

Jaguars, however, are 
equally impressive. They 
come off a dominant 77-35 
victory against Miracle Ea­
glets, with Sandra Ayikoru 
Wangeshi spearheading 
a well-rounded display. 
Their recent surge has also 
inguded wins over Magic 
Stormers, Nabisunsa, UPDF 
Lady Tomahawks, and KlU. 


