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A review of the 
copyright and 

~~neighbouring rights 
(Amendment) 
Bill, 2025 

DEKLERK wYlMA 

~Kenya'sAI Bill is a 
wake-up call 
for Uganda, 

PAll. KWIRINGIRA 

U
da'S creative indusoy 

has, aver the past decade, 
experienced notable 
groWth, driven by 
advancements in digital 

technology and increased global exposure 
oflocal content. However, this growth has 
also exposed gaps in the country's copyright 
framework, particularly in addressing 
digital exploitation, weak enforcement 

• mechanisms, and inefficiencies in royalty 
collection. The recent amendment to 
Uganda's copyright law represents a 
deliberate step toward modernizing the 
legal regime to better-prl"ltect creators and 
align with international standards. 

One of the central objectives of the 
amendment is to bring Ugandi's copyright 
fnuhework in line with the realities of 
the digital economy. The traditional 
Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Act, 
Cap. 222, was enacted at a time when digital 
distnbution and online streaming were not 
as pervasive as they are today. As a result, 
the amendment iittroducesprovisions 
that address the use and dissemination of 
copyrighted works across digital platforms. 

In particular, the law now contemplates 
the role of online intennediaries, including 
internet service providers and digital 
content platfonns, in the distribution 
of protected works. By doing so, it seeks 
to curb unauthorized reproduction, 
communication to the public, and 
distribution of copyrighted material online, 
activities that have significantly contnbuted 
to revenue losses for creators. 

The amendment reinforces the 

economic rights of authors, performers, 
and producers, particularly in relation 
to audiovisual works, broadcasting, and 
public performance. This is a significant 
development for Uganda's film and 
music indUstries, where exploitation of 
works often occurs without adequate 
compensation to rights holders. 

By clarifying and strengthening these 
rights, the law ensures that creators 
are better pqsitioned to control and 
monetize the use of their works. This 
includes protection against unauthorized 
broadcasting and cable retqnsmission, 
which have historically been areas of 
concern within the sector. 

A critical feamre of the amendment is 
the regulation of Collective Management 
Organizations (CMOs). CMOs play 
a central role in administering rights, 
collecting royalties, and distributing 
earnings to creators. However, concerns 
have long been raised about transparency, 
accountability, and efficiency in their 
operations. 

The amended law provides a clearer legal 
framework for the establishment, licensing, 
and supervision of CMOs. It introduces 
measures aimed at enhancing governance 
standards, ensuring fair distnbution 
of royalties, and restoring confidence 
among rights holders. This is expected to 
significantly improve revenue collection 
and reduce disputes within the creative 
ecosystem. 

- Enforcement has historically been one of 
the weakest aspects of copyright protection 
iIyUganda The amendment addresses 

Early this year, Kenya's Senate introduced the Ar­
tificial Intelligence Bill, 2026. This is a comprehen­
sive framework for how AI should be developed. 
depl9Yed, and governed. It is a landmark moment, 
not just for Kenya, but for East Africa. And Uganda 
should be paying close attention. - . -

(NITA-V) has been exploring AI policy discus­
sions, and Uganda's National Development Plan 
III acknowledges the role of digital technology in 
economic transformation. But policy discussion 
is not policy. Ambition is not a framework. Kenya 
now has a Bill in the Senate. Uganda does not. 

Our two countries not only share a border but a 
common market through the East African Com- _ 
munity and a rising share<!. digital economy. When 
Kenya sets the rules for how AI operates within its 
territory, those rules will ripple across the region. 
For instance, Ugandan businesses operating in 
Kenya, Ugandan workers whose remittances pass 
through AI-powered financial platforms, banks 
and their operating systems powered by AI. We 
need to ask whether Uganda will be a passive 
recipient of those decisions or an active shaper of 
them. 

WHAT KENYA IS DOING 
Kenya's Bill establishes an Office of the AI Com­

missioner, introduces a risk classification system for 
AI applications, mandates transparency from AI 
providers, and creates regulatory sandboxes for 
innovation. High-risk AI systems such as those 
deployed in healthcare, education, finance, agricul­
ture, and public administration face the heaviest 
obligations, including mandatory human rights 
impact assessments and five- year records of data 
use and outputs. 

Crucially, the Bill also mandates AI literacy 
• programmes at national and county level Citizens 

are to be educated about what AI is, how it works, 
and what rights they hold when AI systems make 
decisions that affect their lives. This may be the 
most important clause in the entire document 
because governance without an informed citizenry 
is governance that floats above the people it is 
meant to serve. 

UGANDA MUST MOVE FASTER 
Uganda is not without its own AI ambitions. 

The National Information Technology Authority 

This is not a-call to copy Kenya's Bill wholesale. 
Every country's AI governance framework must 
reflect its own economy, its own institutions, and 
its own priorities. Uganda's agricultural economy, 
its large rural population, and the particular 
pressures on its public health and education 
systems mean that our AI risks and opportunities 
are distinct. But the urgency is the same. 

AIlS ALREADY HERE 
This debate is not about the future. It is about 

roday. Ugandans are already using AI-powered 
mobile money platforms. Farmers iIi the Albertine 
region are receiving AI-generated crop advice 
through agricultural apps. Medical diagnostic tools 
powered by algorithms are being piloted in rural 
health centres. School admissions processes at 
some institutions are beginning to incorporate 
data-driven scoring. In each of these cases, AI is 
making or influencing decisions that affect real 
people's lives and most of those people do not 
know it. 

\Vho is accountable when an AI system gives 
a Ugandan farmer bad advice that destroys a 
season's harvest? Who does a patient tum to when 
an algorithm flags them incorrectly in a heahh 
screening? Right now, in Uganda, there are no 
clear answers. Kenya is beginning to build those I ar~wers. We need to start too. 

LITERACY, NOT JUST LEGISLATION 
Kenya's Bill is right to insist on AI literacy as a 

pillar of governance. Uganda must do the same 
and arguably must invest even more heavily in it. 
Our digital literacy levels remain uneven across 

. urban and rural populations. The gap between 
a software developer in Kampala and a subsis-

PERSPECTIVES -
this by strengthening available remedies and 
increasing penalties for infringement. The 
introduction or enhancement of statutory 
damages and other enforcement mechanisms 
is intended to deter infringement and provide 
more effective redress for rights holders. 

These reforms are particularly important in 
the digital space, where infringement is often 
widespread, difficult to trace, and costly to 
litigate under traditional frameworks. 

The amendment also reflects a broader 
understanding of creative expression by 
extending protection to emerging forms of 
content and clarifYing the duration of copyright 
protection. By aligning with international 
benchmarks, Uganda positions itself as 
a jurisdiction that values and safeguards 
intellectual property, thereby attracting 
investment in its creative industries. 
- The practical effect of these refoims is far­
reaching. For creators, the amendment offers 
enhanced protection, improved revenue 
streams, and greater control aver their works. 
For investors and indusoy stakeholders, it 
provides a more predictable and secure legal 
environment For the country as a whole, 
it strengthens Uganda's compliance with 
international intellectual property obligations. 

Ultimately, the amendment represents more 
than a legal update it is'a policy statement 
recognizing the economic and cultural value of 
creativity. By addressing longstanding challenges 
and embracing the realiti~ of the digital age, 
Uganda has taken a significant step toward 
building a sustainable and globally competitive 
creative in.dusoy. 

The writer is the Tham Lead, InteUectual 
Property at Kalikumutima & Co. Advocates. 

tence farmer in Karamoja is not merely 
economic; it is informational. If AI is to 
serve Uganda's development goals rather 
than deepen existing inequalities, then 
the ordinary Ugandan must be able to 
understand and question the systems 
shaping their lives. 

This means embedding AI literacy into 
our schools, our vocational training pro­
grammes, our community radio stations, 
and our local government structures. It 
means investing in translation, not just of 
language, but of concepts, so that AI gov­
ernance is not the exclusive preserve of 
the educated elite in Nakasero and 1<'01010. 

A REGIONAL MOMENT, IFWE 
CHOOSE TO SEIZE IT 

The East African Community has 
an opportunity to deVelop a coherent, 
regionally-coordinated approach to AI 
governance, one that gives member 
states collective weight in shaping global 
AI standards, rather than each country 
navigating alone. Kenya is making the 
first move. Rwanda has been building its 
digital governance architecture for years. 
Tanzania and Uganda must not be left 
as rule-takers in a game being written by 
others. 

Uganda's Parliament, Ministry of fCf 
and National Guidance, and NITA-U 
should treat Kenya's Bill as a catalyst. Study 
it seriously. Consult wiqely, not just with tech 
companies and lawyers, but with teachers, 
health workers, farmers, and the citizens 
whose lives AI is already touching. Then 
draft a framework that is authentically 
Ugandan in its priorities, while connected 
to the regional and global conversation. 

The writeris an advocate and a legal 
associate at KTA Adrocates 
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