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. Editorial 

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Napak District Woman MR Faith Nakut: "Our country is still a poor one compared to others'. That means we 
don't have the luxury to do trial and,error: vye should have outputs for eve~ coinwe spend." 

EDITORIAL ~ :. 

Makerere must find 
lasting solution to 
campaign -disruptions 

T
he memory of 2022 when a student was killed during cam· 
paigns for guild presidency at Makerere University have nev-
erfaded~. . . 

That inCici.~t prompted the university leadership to sus­
pend all physical campaigning and resort to candidates seeking 
votes virtually. . 

This modus operandi lasted until this year when Makerere at­
tempted to revert to the old known system where candidates con. 
duct public rallies and visit halls ofresidence,hostels and faculties. 

Last week, chaos broke out as candidates sought the mandate of 
students. The debate, organised by the university's electOral com­
mission, was suspended about an hour after it began when rival 
supporters clashed in the audience. 
In a March 28 statement, the electoral commission chairperson, 

Ms Maureen OWomugisha, warned that any student who defies 
the directive risks disciplinary action,including disqualification. 

The issue: 
Guild polls. 
'Ourview: 
We, therefore, 
hope that 
i 1 pursuit of 
clemocracy, the 

unlversity will 
develop and 
disseminate 
comprehensive 

. "All students' guild elections shall be 
conducted virtually unless otherwise de­
termined by the university student cooo­
cil,Dthi! statement said. 

The commission also banned acts such 
as physical campaigning, violence, hoo­
liganism, and defacement of university 
property, warning that offenders could 
race suspension from the university and 
exclusion from the electoral process. 

The disruption marks a setback to ef­
forts by the university to restore open stu­
dent political engagement after years of 
restrictions on physical campaigning. 

Without any effort to educate candi­
dates and students over an extended pe­
riod, the same scenes will be repeated 
the pext time physical campaigns are al­
lowed. 

To win elections at all levels in Uganda, 
it has become a 'do or die' scenario. Can­
didateS do whatever it takes to emerge as 
winners in politics. 

yf'ogrammes 
0~education, 
starting t/efore 
f;ach election 
and continuing 
thl'Oughout the 
election process. 

This involves the use of violence to dis­
tort the normal voting process by llllScrupulous candidates, by 
creating loopholes to win elections dishonestly. . 

Theremwt be a renewed commitment to a free and fair election 
and to building faith in the voting process. Most of the violent inci­
dents that arise from feelings of unfairness or impropriety are of­
ten strong motivators for violence during and following elections. 

There is a need to develop and disseminate comprehensive pro- . 
grammes of education,starting well before each election and con­
tinuingthi'oughout the election process. 
If the institutions did so, extreme opinions amongst students 

would be reduced so that they can listen to one another in order 
to appreciate the contrasting opinions of all the parties involved. 

The idea of ajoint debate that Makerere tried last week is w~­
come, but should such a platform only come after nomination? 
Maybe not. The exercise must be almost permanent throughout 
the year. 

Generalised campaigns that target the widerwoiversity commu­
nity can emphasise the importance of a peaceful election and en­
courage peaceful behavioUI: 

Our commitment to you 
We~: . 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. . 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• T p refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our 
news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in oor attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. Uganda Revenue Authority (URA) has proposed significant changes to Pay As You Earn (PAYE) 
tax 

Relax ... PAVE 
is automatic. 

You sbouldn't feel 

Co 
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What are neighbouring rights under the 
Copyright and Neighbouring Rights Bill? 

I
n 2023, Ugan&Registration Services Bureau 
(URSB) partnered with the Ministry of Jus­
tice and ConstitutionalAffirirs, the Uganda 

Law Reform Commission,UgandaCommu­
nieations Commission,representatives of Col­
lective Management Organisations, Uganda 
Musicians' Association,National Cultural Fo­
nun, Uganda National Music Federation to 
conduct nationwide consultations and pro-

. vide an opportunity for artists to sharetheir 
perspectives,concerns,andsuggestionsre­
gardingthe proposed arpendments to the . 
Copyright andNeighbouring Rjghts Act 
(2006). 

TIe consultations culminated in the 
Copyright and NeighbouringRights 

. Amendment Bill (2025)'thatwas llre­
sented to Parliament forthe first reading by 
Mr Norbert Mao,Minister of Justice and Con­
stitutionalAffirirs,on May13,2025. 

Though discussions around copyright as a 
form of intellectual property are dominat­
ed by musicians, the law grants authors,art­
ists,and other creators protection for their 
literary and artistic creations. The kinds of 
woIts protected include, but are not limited 
to: novels,poems,plays,newspapers,adver­
tisernents,films,musicalcompositions,cho­
reograph)\paintings,drawings,photographs, 
scuIPtures,architecture,maps,~cal 
drawings,and computer software, programs, 
and databases. 

The Copyright and NeighbouringRights 
(Amendment) Bill,2025, was passed bY Parlia­
ment on March 17,2026,almost three years 
after consultations commenced. over the 
weekend,social media discussion was dolO­
inated by a key aspect of the bill: neighbour­
ingrights and who in the value chain is enti-

Neighbouring rights 
are rights attached to 
the supporting role ... 

Denis Nabende 
C~.taw 

tied to these rights,highlighting some level of 
misconception. 

First, what is the difference between Copy­
rightandNeighbouringRights? Think ofit 
this ~ copyright protects the creator of an 
original woIt,such as the songwrit:eI; the nov­
elist,orthe poet.Neighbouring rightS protect 
the people who bringthat worltto life for an 
audience,for example, the singer who per­
fonnsit,the studiothatrecords it, and the 
broadcaster who transmits it. 

Neighbouringrights are rights attached to 
thesupportingrolep1ayed byperfurmers, 
producersofsound~and audiovis­
ual worlts,and broadcastingrompanies. This 
auxiliaryrole is dependent on the worlt of the 
original authOI;andwithrutit,that role can­
not even begin. 

PeIfonners:'Ibese are musicians, actors, 
dancers,basicaIly anyone who performs a 
creativeworlr Imagine Sheebah Kanmgi 
writes and perfonils a song. She has two lay­
ersofprotecti.on.ie-,copyrightasthesong­
writer and aneighbouring right as the per-

forma: 
Producers of sound recordings and audio­

visual woIts: These are the studios and pro­
ductionhouses that invest money and exper­
tise in recording music or producing films.. 
SUppose a record label spends millions of shil­
lings to produce,mix,and master an artist's 
album: 

Even though the artist wrote the songs, the . 
record label holds a neighbouring rightin the 
soundrecording~ 

Media houses: These are 'IV and radio sta­
tions thatinvest in transmitting content to 
the public.Imagine UBC broadcasts alive con­
cert.Even though DOC didn't write or per­
form the music,ithas aneighbouringright in 
its broadcast of that concert. 
the Ministerfor Justice and Constitution­

alAffirirs has the authority to prescribe proce­
dures forcollecting,distributing,and):'eCeiv­
ingroyalties and other entitlements from the 
use of copyright or neighbouring rights. 

Under the amendments,the Uganda Regis­
tration ServicesBureau,as Registrar of Cop- • . j 
yright,shallnotissueanorderornoticeto 
block,take down,or obstructinfringing con­
tentunlesstheownerofthecopyrightworlt 
has a certificateofregistration as proof of 
ownership. For~someoneusesyour 
womwithout permission,you can only take 
legal action ifyourworlt is registered with ." ~ 
UgandaRegistration Services Bureau (URSB) .• 

The Bill is meant to move artists from fame 
without income to famewith income. 

I Denis Nabende is the acting principal 
communications ofticer of Uganda 
Registration Services Bureau (URSB) 

Managing Director Susan Nsibirwa General Manager Editorial Daniel Kalinaki 
Managing Editor Allan Chekwech 

29/35 8th Street. P.O. Box 12141 Phones 03123011001101 
Kampala. Uganda Fax 041232369 

9' f~~r~ •• "... ~ roo"., u~ o.in (fo, 9\1 .,j.(j .U' .;J t ~.4t.J - 9 !Ji'-lC 

- Email editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
. Registered at the GPO as a newspaper 

:r ~ . ':y ~ r. JC( 8f C'-' 'I ir:. •. _>11""4 11 j 'I' q .; i'~ . ~ f .~. ~. ( Oi 1& J<j Is",' 


