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Efforts to tackle gender-based 
violeQce gained fresh mo­
mentum in Entebbe, where a 

_ cross-~ectfon of community 
·leaders, teachers, sports 
officials, and development 
partners wrapped up a three­
day training under the Girls 
in Rugby Learning Through 
Sports (G.I.R.L) initiative. 

Hosted at Hotellnnophine 
in Katabi, Entebbe Division 
A, the engagement was 
backed by Olympic Solidar­
ity. in co~abo~f1tion with the 
Uganda OIY.IDPic Committee, 
Uganda Rugby Union, and 
Swans Sports Club. The focus 
was clear-leveraging sport 
as a vehicle to drive gender 
equality, encourage responsi­
ble parenting, and build safer 
communities. 

Uganda Olympic Committee 
General Secretary Beatrice 
Ayikoru noted that gen- , 
der-based violence often goes 
unrecognized despite affecting 
people across all walks of life. 
She emphasized that sport 
provides a unique platform to 
confront the issue by pr~mot- . 

ing shared values and equal 
participation. 
According to Ayikoru, 

prinCiples such as respect, 
friendship, and excellence­
deeply rooted in sport-can 
be powerful tools in address-

ing violence within homes, 
schools, and communities. 
She stressed the importance 
of giving both'boys and 
girls equal opportunities to 
engage in games, adding that 
organized sports structures, 

including school clubs and 
community programs, can 
help raise awareness and 
foster inclusivity. 
Throughout the sessions, 

participants examined how 
sport instills diSCipline, respect 

fOl rules, and acceptance of 
both victory and defeat- quali­
ties that can reduce tendencies 
toward violence and discrim­
ination. 

Project lead Regina Lunyolo 
described the initiative as a 

platform to spark long-term' 
change, urging communities 
to speak out and actively 
reject gender-based violence. 
She noted that Swans Sports 
Club is committed to using 
such engagements to address 
what remains a pressing soci­
etal challenge. 
Lunyolo also highlighted 

that gender-based violence is 
not confined to Uganda but is 
a global concern manifesting 
in different forms. To tackle 
it effectively, the program 
brought together a wide range 
of stakeholders, including 
religious leaders, cultural 
figures, law enforcement 
officers, probation officers, 
safeguarding experts, and 
school administrators. 
Participants welcomed 

the initiative, with Henry 
Sserwadda pointing out that 
the training offered practical 
knowledge on safeguarding. 
He expressed his intention to 
extend the lessons learned to 
his church and wider commu­
nity, reinforcing .the broader 
goal of creating safer envi­
ronments through collective 
action. 
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e. atnola am is 

currently navigating 
a turbulent storm of 
bureaucracy and brick­

and-mertaneality. As we 
¢dge doser to AugUst 2027, 
!!Ie conversation has shifted 
from the euphoric we 
won the bid to a sobering, 
persistent question, can we 
actually build this? 

The latest CAP inspection 
report was a cold buckeJ 
of water for East Africa. In 
Uganda, the verdict was that 
not a single stadium, includ­
ing the flagship Namboole 

- and the fresh Hoima City 
Stadium, fully meets Catego­
ry 4 requirements. 

CAP has specifically 
. flagged Namboole's renova­
tion timeline as incompatible 
with the tournament, even 
suggesting a radical rethink 
of the West Stand. 

In Hoima, despite the 
structural shell rising from 
the ground, the operational 
efficiency is missing, Dress­
ing rooms, media tribunes, 
and spectator flow are all 
under the microscopic glare 
of the inspectors, reminding 
us that a stadium is more, it 
is an experience. 

Yet, amid this technical 
gloo~ CAE President 
Patrice Motsepe provided a 
massive shot of adfenaline 
this weekend in Cairo, He 
dismiSsed the swirling with-

drawal rumors, firmly stating 
that APCON 2027 will go on 
in East Africa as planned. 

Motsepe's reassurance that 
he has faith in Kenya, Uganda, 
and Tanzania acts as a vital 
political shield. But let's face it, 
faith does not lay tarmac~d 
it certainly does not lay bricks. 

The real debate, however, 
is not solely about unfinished 

stadium, bui also the lack 
of Five-Star hotels. CAP is 
demanding five-star hotels 
in the Hoima region, but to a 
pragmatic eye, this feels like 
a white elephant in the mak­
ing. It leads us to a stinging 
question, are we building 
for a one-month party or a 
sustainable future. 

Who occupies a luxury 
suite in Hoima six months 
after the final whistle, While 
the government moves 
mountains to boost this ca­
pacity, we must ask if we are 
creating a genuine tourism 
legacy or just a very expen­
sive, temporary monument 
to ambition. 

The biggest danger to our 
success remains the Morocco 
trap. Benchmarking against 
Morocco~s APCON 2025 will 
be a disaster for East Africa. 
Morocco has spent two dec­
ades and billions of dollars 
refining a World Cup-ready 
infrastructure. 
If we try to mimic their ar­

chitectural grandeur instead 
of focusing on fundamental 
functionality like the Kampa­
la-Hoima Road, and certified 
lighting, we will stumble. 

We do not need a Mo­
roccan palace, we need fast 
roads, seamless logistics and 
stadiums that do not just 
look good on a drone shot 
but actually work on match ' 
day. 

-I na-worIa:ffillofcowards, 
be Senegal's national 
footban team "the Lions of 
Teranga" who have laid 

down a marker with their 
response to CAP's decision 
to award Morocco a 3- 0 
walkover victory and the 
2026 APCON title. 

For weeks now, we have 
seen their players, coaches, 
and political figureheads 
parade the APCON trophy as 
a symbol of national pride. 
When Senegal chose to 
walk out during the final, it 
was in bad taste, and Sadio 
Mane's decision to force his 
colleagues back onto the 
pitch Will single-handedly go 
down in history as a turning 
point in African foetball 
whether Senegal retain the 
,title or not: 

Had the referee applied the 
letter of the law that day, we 
would 'not be revisiting that 
incident. Regardless, Sene­
gal's decision to parade their 
APCON trophy in France 
during an international 
friendly was the epitome of 
defiance. 

It is the kind of defiance 
that the system has always 
sought to suppress in Black 
men and women. A defiance 
rooted in the belief that, on 
the night, they were the bet­
ter side. It is also a defiance 
that, for years to come, will 
be spoken about -by those 

who may find themselves 
oppressed by more powerful 
forces. 

This week, Senegal remind­
ed the world that there is a 
different kind of pride when 
accolades are earned. Even 
if Morocco and CAP were to 
reclaim the AFCON trophy . 
and invite captain Achraf 
Hakimi to lift it in a-pompous 
ceremony, it will never be the 
same. There will always be an 
asterisk attached to the title. 

In a few months, the 2026 
FIFA World Cup will kick 
off in the United States 
of America, Mexico, and 
Canada, where Morocco and 
Senegal will represent the 
continent on the global stage. 
It will be interesting to see 
how television broadcasters 
handle the confusion, but as 
long as Senegal continues to 
fight their cause in the court 
of public opinion, the issue 
will remain alive. 

The coming years are likely 
to be difficult for CAP, who 
must manage this public 
relations crisis and attempt 
to contain an issue that could 
'escalate further. 

Whil6-there is a need to 
preach peace, love, and 
reconciliation, the current 
situation is likely to cause 
significant tension for the 
foreseeable future. It is a 
landmark decision that will 
shape how such matters are 
handled for years to come. 

There were rumours that 
CAP was under immense 
pressure from Morocco, and 
pemaps this decision is a 
culmination of that strain. As 
a people, I support Senegal's 
right to continue reminding 
the system that a football 
match can never be won jn 

the boardroom. In the long 
run, people will understand 
that the system can never 
outrun the people. 
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