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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Vice President Jessica Afupo on teachers' pay: "We are committed to improving the welfare of arts teachers. Starting next financial 
year, w~ shall enhance their salaries in a phased manner by 25 percent. I urge arts teachers to remain patient as we work together to resolve this issue." 

EDITORIAL 

Go beyond the rep·ort 

The Police crime and traffic report released early this 
week paints a worrying picture of our roads. Accord­
ing to the report, the most dangerous period begins on 
Friday ~d stretches into the weekend, a time when 

celebration, travel, and, sometimes, recklessness come in­
to play. Even more alarming is the revelation thaf more 
than 15 people'losetheir lives every day in road accidents. 

Driving it away from mere statistics, these deaths repre­
sent fathers, mothers, children, and friends, whose lives and 
dreams are being cut short on our roads in preventable and 
avoidable circwnstances. 

Such a high number of deaths has become a daily occur­
, - rence and should trouble us all, not just as road users but as 

a country that must confront its collective resporisibility. 
The pattern identified by police is hardly surprising. Week­

ends often bring increased move­
ment: people travelling upcoun­
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ing, drunk driving, fatigue, and dis­
regaid for'traffic laws. The com­
bination has proved to be deadly. 

Well, individual drivers playa 
big role, but the issue runs deeper. 
Weak enforcement of traffic regula­
tions, inadequate road infrastruc­
ture, poor driver training, and lim­
ited public awareness all contribute 
to the crisis. At this point, the police 
should go beyond the report and fo­
cus on where the problem is. 

Law enforcement agencies must 
intensify weekend patrols, enforce 
stricter penalties for offenders, and 
sustain visible operations that de­
ter negligence. 

At the same time, govern­
ment ,investment in safer roads, 
better sign age, and function­
allighting cannot be overlooked. 

Equally important is the role of 
the public. Road safety is a shared 
responsibility. Drivers must exer­
cise discipline, passengers must 
speak out against unsafe practices, 
and communities must reject the 
normalisation of reckless behav-

Choosing not to drink and drive, respect­
ing speed limits, and ensuring vehicles are road­
worthy are simple actions that can save lives. 

Fifteen lives a day is a national emergency un­
folding turning weekends into periods of tragedy. 
Let's dive deeper into who, how and when do these accidents 
occur so that we have a comprehensive solution. 

Police report on fines should not focus on billions 'Of shillings 
generated but thousands of lives saved by~ errant driv­
ers off the roads. 

O'ur commltment.to you 
Ylfl pIedge: 
• ToPe accurate and fair in all we do. • 
. , Tobe.re~tful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• 10 rewse to accept any compensation beyond that 

pl'C>\T,i:led by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making, 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitme,nts. 

Cartoon. Daniel Kalinaki has retired from Nation Media Group (NMG) Uganda after a career spanning close 
to three decades. 
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No woman sbould give 
birth without clean water 

E
verytwoseconds,a, woman gives birth in 
a healthcare facility without clean wateI; 
decent toilets or basic hygiene. 

WaterAid's Born Without Waterreport, 
launchedrecen~lays barethe scale of 
thecrisis,showinghowmillionsofwom­

enandnewborns ~exposed topreventa­
ble infections at the very moment ofbirth.At 
the moment whencaremattersmost,health 
woItersareforcedtodotheirjobswithout 
the most essential resources. The promise of 
safe childbirth is quietly undermined. 

This is not only a global crisis.It is a Ugan­
danone. , 

In Uganda,only 31 percent of health care 
facilities have basjcwaterservices,(WHOI 
Unicef Joint Monitoring Prograrnme). This 
means nearly seven in 10 facilities either lack 
water entirely or cannot guarantee it whenit 
isneededmostInruraiareas,thesituationis 
evenmore severe.Across low-income COilll­

tries,healthcare faciliti~ often operatewith­
out reliable wateI;sanitation and hygiene ser­
vices,increasingthe risk ofinfection for moth­
ers and newborns and placing health wode­
ers'inimpossible service conditions. ' 

These are not just statistics. They are lived 
realities. They arethemidwife whonrustde­
liver a baby without being able to wash her 
hands properly.They are the motller who ar­
rives at ahealthcentrehopingfor~but 
finds no water and soap that put her and her 
newborn atrisk. They are the newborns ex:­
posed to infections that could have been pre­
vented with provision of clean water and 
soap. 

Water,sanitationancihygieneservicesip 
healthcare facilities are fimdamental to safe, 

The gap between po­
licyand practice re-

. mains wide. Too many 
healthcare facilities 
rure still lack basic 
w:ater and sanitation 
services. Too many 
communities conti­
nue to rely on serVices 
that cannot guarantee 
safety. 

, quality care. Without them,infection preven­
tion and control breaks down. The risk ot:sep­
sisincreases.MaternalandnewbornmoItali­
tyrises. Trust in the health systlla is erodeq. 

Ugandahasmadeimportantcommitments 
to improve access to healthcare and strength­
en its health system. There are policies in 
place. There are dedicated health woIters 
who continueto serve communities under 
difficult conditions. 

Butoommitments alone are not enough_ 
The gap between policy and practice re­

mains wide. 1'00 many healthcare facilities 
are still lack basic water and sanitation servic­
es.1'oo many communities continue to rely 
on services that cannot guaraptee safety. 

Closing this gap requires sustainedinvest­
ment,stronger accountability and an effec­
tive coordinated approach that places wateI; 
sanitation and hygiene at the heart of health, 
care delivery.Governments and partners 
must prioritise financing for WASH inhealth­
care facilities. Infrastructure must be built, 
rehabilitated and maintained. Water sup­
ply systems must be reliable.Facilities must 
have functional toilets and handwashing sta­
tions. These are essential investments in pub­
lichealth. 
Th~ must also be stronger integration of 

WASH into health planning and budgeting. 
1'00 often, water and sanitation are treated 
as separate fromhealthcare, when in reali­
tythey are inseparable.Safe care cannot exist 
without safe wa.ter: 

The evidence is cleat: What is needednow 
is the political will to act on it and to ensure 
progress reaches every~notjust ase­
lectfew. 

Thisiswhythe"Timetodeliver"campaign 
matters. 

It is a call to move beyond promises and to­
ward action.It calls on leaders to ensurethat 
every healthcare facility has the wateI;sanita­
tion and hygiene services it needs to provide 
safecare. . 

Ugandahas theopportunityto lead by ex­
ample,to demonstrate that safe,quality 

. healthcare is possible when wateI;sanitation 
and hygiene are prioritised. 

Thetimeto deliveris now. 

I Ms Joyce'Mpalanyi MagaIa.Country 
Director at W8terAid Uganda 
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